
NEWSLETTER N0 34  29TH OCTOBER 2026 

 

NO SCHOOL CURRICULUM DAY MONDAY 2nd NOVEMBER AND PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

TUESDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 

Monday 2nd November is our curriculum day with no students at school.  At this stage, Camp Australia will be  

operating.  If you need to place your child with Camp Australia for the day, please make a booking as soon as  

possible. Tuesday 3rd November is a public holiday with no students at school. We look forward to seeing  

students back at school on Wednesday 4th November.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADE 3/4 FUTURE STARS GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM  

A very big congratulations to our grade 3/4 Future Stars Girls basketball team who finished top of their pool at  

regionals and are now off to the State Championships in December!  A very big thank you to Mrs. Muccignat for 

supporting the team, to our grade 6 coaches for training the team and to the girls within the team, well done you 

are already champions!!  We wish the team all the best at State later in the term.  

 

BOOK FAIR – THANK YOU 

Thank you to Mrs. Whitelaw our Literacy Learning Specialist for organising the event and to all our staff who  

assisted with the running of the event. It was wonderful to see so many enthusiastic students and families  

purchasing books.  Thank you to our families for supporting your child/ren to develop a love of reading.  

 

PFA COLOUR FUN RUN FRIDAY 20th NOVEMBER 

Our PFA have been working very hard to organise a fantastic Colour Fun Run event for our school.  There are 

some great prizes on offer, including spot prizes just for signing up to fundraise. We are raising funds this year for 

our STEM (Science Technology Engineering Mathematics) Lego and robotics program. We look forward to a  

wonderful whole school event. Please read the notice which has been sent out via Compass as all parents need to 

give permission for their child to participate in the colour run.  

 

STUDENTS TRANSFERRING OUT - END 2026 

Please remember to inform the office as soon as possible if your child/ren will be leaving Berwick Lodge at the end 

of the year and transferring to another school. This assists us with our planning for 2027. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 
 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE QKR APP BY 9:00am 
 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY  
 

CURRICLUM DAY - MONDAY 2nd NOVEMBER. NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
PLAYGROUND AREAS 8:45am – 3:45pm 

During the supervised school times 8:45am – 3:45pm students are only allowed to play on their designated playground/

outdoor space. Teachers will be reminding all students of the areas they can play in and yard duty teachers before and  

after school particularly will be speaking with students who are in other areas.  This is for the student’s safety, and we  

appreciate parents supporting our school in only allowing your child to play on their area equipment.   
 

COLLINS CRESCENT DROP OFF/PICK UP ZONE 

Recently it was reported to our school that during drop off time before school, a parent/guardian was excessively tooting 

their horn at other vehicles in the drop off zone. We appreciate everyone having patience when dropping off and picking 

up children in the Collins Crescent zone.  Parents are not allowed to leave their vehicles to walk into the school grounds.  

The police complete regular visits around our school for everyone’s safety, and the excessive tooting of a car horn can be 

very upsetting to young students with sensitive ears but also cause unnecessary anxiety for others within the area. Please 

be patient when collecting or dropping off your child/ren from the pickup/drop off zone in Collins Crescent as we want 

everyone to come to and leave school safely.   
 

CANTEEN UPDATE 

The canteen’s final day for selling potato cakes will be this Friday 30th October. They will no longer be selling any hot food 

at recess time. All hot food must be pre purchased through the QKR app.  Dim Sims must also only be ordered through 

QKR and can no longer be purchased over the counter.  
 

SAVE THE DATE – COMMUNITY AFTERNOON CELEBRATION MONDAY 7th DECEMBER 

We will be celebrating as a whole school on Monday 7th December (weather dependant) after school with a community 

picnic, BBQ and performances by our students. We look forward to enjoying the afternoon with our families and  

community.  Further information will be provided over the next few weeks.   
 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE ASSEMBLY – WEDNESDAY 11th NOVEMBER  

We are planning for a whole school assembly on Wednesday 11th November starting at 10:55am on the basketball courts 

(weather permitting).  Families and parents are most welcome to attend the Remembrance Day service.  There will be no 

additional assembly on the Friday of that week.  

 

Kind regards, 

   

UPCOMING EVENTS:        
  

Curriculum Day - NO Students at School    Monday 2nd November  

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday - NO Students at School  Tuesday 3rd November  

Crazy Hair Day - Gold Coin Donation     Friday 6th November  

Grade 1 Southern Ocean Incursion     Wednesday 11th November  

Grade 3/4 All Star Boys Hooptime Regional Finals   Wednesday 11th November  

Prep - 2 Athletics Carnival      Thursday 19th November  

Whole School Colour Fun Run - 2:00pm     Friday 20th November  

Community Afternoon - all welcome     Monday 7th December  

Grade 6 Graduation       Wednesday 16th December  

 

CONSENT AND PAYMENTS DUE: 
 

Grade 3/4 All Star Boys Hooptime Regional Finals   Wednesday 4th November  

Grade 1 Southern Ocean Incursion     Friday 6th November  

Grade 6 Graduation Bear      Friday 13th November  

Whole School Colour Fun Run      Tuesday 17th November  

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 



WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY  

On Friday 30th October we will be celebrating World Teachers’ Day. Teachers and 

support staff at Berwick Lodge strive to make a difference each and every day. So, if 

there is a teacher or staff member that you feel has made a difference for you or your 

child, please send them a brief message of thanks. A simple email or thank you at the 

end of class will make their day. Students might like to thank their teachers too, with a 

kind word, message, or drawing. 

 
SAFE AROUND SCHOOLS Pick Up Drop Off Zone 

A school drop-off and pick up zone is a special place to drop off or quickly pick up your child from school. 

School drop-off and pick-up are the busiest times of the day. Many children, parents and cars are all trying 

to get to the same place at the same time – with limited car parking. 

• Quick drop-off/pick up - 2 minutes only      
• Do not leave your car    
• Move as far up as you can      
• Child not there? Drive out and come back   
• Do not park here and wait 
Students should not be waiting for their parents on the footpath at the pick up drop off zone. They 

should wait inside the school gates and only leave the school grounds once their parents have 

stopped in the pick up drop off zone. 

Using drop-off/pick up zones correctly around schools helps traffic flow better and keeps everyone safe. 

Watch video 

 

PLAYGROUND REMINDERS 

Students should be playing in the correct areas and playgrounds during the school day from 8:45am to 

3:45pm. These are the times when the yard is supervised. If students are playing on the incorrect          

playground either before or after school, they will be reminded to move to their play area. It is important 

for all students to play safely on the playground. This includes going down the slide feet first, with one   

person at a time and students should not be hanging upside down or sitting on top of the monkey bars. 

 

DIWALI 

Diwali is the "Festival of Lights," a major holiday for Hindus, Sikhs, and Jains 

that celebrates the victory of light over darkness, good over evil. It is a  

five-day festival with a central theme of good triumphing over evil, where 

families light lamps, share sweets, and celebrate with fireworks and new 

clothes. 

The story behind the celebration is one of new beginnings and inner light.  

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zh0g_EM5qe0


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
When our senior students have not been busily preparing for our huge  

final few weeks, including graduation for the Grade 6 students and  
leadership speeches for the grade 5s, they have been working hard on  

literature projects. These projects, the buddy book and the book showbag,  
always produce amazing work, and this year’s efforts appear to  

be no exception! 
   

 



 

 

PREP- 2 ATHLETICS DAY 
 
On Thursday 19th November we will be holding our annual Prep-Grade 2 House Athletics Day. This  event will 
run until lunchtime at school where students will have the opportunity to participate in 5 athletics events 
(hurdles, sprint, discus, long jump (due to long jump pit underwater- this will now be a shot put event and  
butterfly grip relay) and 1 novelty event. Students will run in their grade level on the day, not their age groups.  
 

Each student will earn points for their house in each event. 1st-4th ribbons will be awarded to students that 
place in the final of their running event as well as the longest throw/jump in the field events. The house that 
earns the most points for the day will be announced at an end of day school assembly.  
 

Students are encouraged to wear their house colours (optional) to support their house team as well as apply 
sunscreen for the day. Hats will need to be worn and plenty of water to drink to keep hydrated. A best dressed 
certificate will be awarded for best dressed students in their grade level. 
 

Parents and families are more than welcome to come along to support the children on the day and must  
remain outside the event areas to spectate. Please note: Parents and families are not permitted to use the 
students toilets, please use the toilets at the office and please leave the school grounds at recess time. 
 
Please see the proposed approximate times and schedule of events below.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

REGIONAL HOOPTIME CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

Congratulations to Elnaz 3/4K, Hazel 3/4K, Nikita 3/4K, Iyla 4S, Willow 4S, Evelyn 3B, Azalea 3/4W, Quinn 
3/4W and their grade 6 coaches Meika 5/6L and Lola 5/6W who have progressed through to the STATE 
HOOPTIME CHAMPIONSHIPS to be held on Thursday 3rd December at the State Basketball Centre. Such a 
huge achievement for the girls to compete at such a high level of competition against the best primary schools 
in Victoria in their Future Stars category.  
 

The girls progressed to the state competition after winning their games at the Regional Championships held on 
Wednesday 28th October at the State Basketball Centre. In their first game, the girls faced tough opposition in 
the Beaconhills Bears. They played with great determination to win the game narrowly by 1 point. In their  
second game, they faced the Croydon Hills Comets who were also undefeated. The girls dominated the game 
both defensively and offensively  
playing exceptionally well as a team 
winning the game 17-2. As the girls 
finished 1st in their pool, they  
progressed straight through to the 
State Competition. Well done Lodgers! 
 

We wish the Berwick Lodge Lionesses 
the best of luck at the State  
Competition to be held in December. 
Thank you to the girls coaches Meika 
and Lola for their hard work and to all 
the parents and family members who 
came down to support the team. 

 
 
DIVISION CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

On Friday 16th October Xavier 5/6K, Will 5/6N, Chris 5/6L, Boris 5/6L, Vihaan 5/6L,  
Muhammad 5/6L, Raiha 5/6W, Aarush 5/6W and Jack 5/6W represented Berwick Lodge 
and the Berwick District at the Casey North Division Cricket finals at Toomuc Reserve in  
Pakenham. The boys progressed to this level of competition after winning the district  
competition in Term 1. The boys faced Thomas Mitchell in their first game winning  
convincingly. The second game proved tough against Oatlands but the boys fought hard to 
only narrowly lose 120-157. The third and final game in our pool was against St Paul. The 
game had to finish early however the Lodgers won the game as they were leading at the 
time. The two wins placed the boys in 2nd place on their ladder which progressed them 
through to the semi finals where 

they faced last year’s champions Brentwood Park. 
The boys played a great game only losing by 30 runs 
against very strong opponents. The boys should be so 
proud of themselves for a great competition. Well 
done! 
 

Thank you to Ms Lamba and Mrs Shead for scoring 

and supervising the team and to all the parents who 

came down to support the Lodgers. Thank you. 

 

 

REGIONAL ATHLETICS 
 

Well done to Iyla 4S, Sophia 4H, Sabrina 5/6W, Tate 5/6W, Jackson 5/6W, Mauri 5/6N, Archer 5/6N, Charlotte 
5/6L, Zendaya 5/6L and River 5/6L who competed at the Regional Athletics Championships on Wednesday 
21st October. All students performed exceptionally well at such a high level of competition. Well done! 



 

 



 

Please remember to bring your library bag to every session and don’t forget to return your books on time. 
 

What a great week we have had.  
 

Our free raffle was drawn and eight, very excited students received their book prizes from Mrs Whitelaw. Congratulations to the 

winners and well done for entering the draw everyone. 
 

We held our Annual Book Fair on Tuesday and Wednesday where lots of families came and bought some lovely books and other 

fun items. If books were out of stock, they will be delivered to your classrooms once they arrive at school. 

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our school through purchasing from Book Fair. This helps us to buy new books 

for the library that everyone can borrow and read. 
 

Congratulations to everyone who has made it to our reading awards list. We have had a lot of students reaching these milestones 

this year, which is wonderful to see. 
 

Book Club orders have arrived and are being distributed to classrooms this week. There will be another catalogue arriving soon, so 

if you have a coupon from issue 7, you will be able to redeem that shortly.  
 

I hope you get lots of reading done over the long weekend. 
 
 

Happy reading everyone, 
 

Mrs Tsekouras 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 

  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed  
(ie: fun-size  chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   



 

 



 



 

Colour Run – Friday 20 November 
Have you signed up for our BLPS Colour Run yet? It’s a great way to raise funds for our school while being  

part of a fun event for our whole school community! 
To make fundraising easy, we’re using the Go Raise It platform. Families can set up an online  

fundraising page and share it with friends and family via social media, email or their own QR code.  

If you need help setting up a page, please let the office staff know, and don’t forget to also complete the  
Colour Run consent form on Compass.  

Set up your Fundraising page at blpscolourfunrun.goraiseit.com.au 

All children who register a fundraising page and receive a donation will be in the running for a  

range of spot prizes in the lead-up to the day, as well as the prizes listed below. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This year also sees the return of the incredibly fun Slime the Teacher at the conclusion of the Colour Run! 

 The class that raises the most money will have the honour of sliming a teacher, so make sure  
you register and start fundraising! 

 

Colour Run helpers 
Thank you to the many parents and carers who have already volunteered to help. We always have room  

for more helpers, so if you would like to assist, please email us at pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au. 
Only parents and carers who have registered as helpers will be able to assist on the day and they will also  

need to attend a short safety briefing prior to the event. All helpers must have a current  
Working with Children Check and have completed the school induction within the past 12 months. 

 

Anglicare ParentZone – Parents Building Solutions 
Parenting can be wonderful, but it also comes with challenges! Anglicare ParentZone is offering two free  

online parenting sessions, including Surviving the Holiday Season. The sessions will explore practical strategies  

for balancing caring and work responsibilities, setting boundaries and looking after ourselves and others. 
They will also include ideas for maintaining or introducing routines to help make the transition  

back to school in February smoother. 
Session 1: Monday 9 November 

Session 2: Monday 23 November 
Time: 12.15–1.30 pm 

Where: Online via Zoom 

Cost: Free 
Bookings: https://events.humanitix.com/positive-parenting-strategies-t4-2026 

 

Democracy Sausage BBQ - Saturday 28 November  

Berwick Lodge Primary School will be a voting centre for the upcoming State Election, and the PFA  

will be firing up the barbecue for a Democracy Sausage Sizzle! We’d love some extra hands to help serve  

our local community and raise funds for our school. Whether you can spare an hour or two or stay a little  

longer, your help would be greatly appreciated. Please let us know if you can assist and what times would suit you. 

http://blpscolourfunrun.goraiseit.com.au
https://events.humanitix.com/positive-parenting-strategies-t4-2026
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