
NEWSLETTER N0 22 23RD JULY 2026 

 

WELCOME BACK FOR TERM 3 

I hope all our families enjoyed a relaxing and enjoyable holiday break. It was lovely to see all the smiling 

and eager students’ faces on the first day back last week as they caught up with their friends in the school 

yard.   

It is going to be another very busy term with grade 4 and grade 6 swimming concluding tomorrow, State 

School Spectacular rehearsals and show, 100 days of Prep, Planet Ark National Schools Tree Day,  

Sporting events, Book Week and many more learning opportunities to enrich our curriculum programs 

for our students.   

 

I reflected earlier this week that I have just completed my first 12 months officially in the Principal  

position and what we have accomplished as a team in that time, with support from staff and parents has 

been wonderful.  This includes replacing the Prep, Grade 1/2 and very soon the Grade 5/6 playgrounds, a 

new sand pit in the senior area, junior area basketball court, soccer goals, replacement of the retaining 

walls in the courtyard, Promethean boards in every classroom, resourcing our reading program with new 
readers, embedding our approach to teaching reading across the school, including implementing Phonics 

Plus, introduction of the School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS), the Upstander bullying             

prevention program and a strong focus on improving literacy and numeracy learning outcomes for our 

students.   

 

With our whole school review commencing very soon, it is timely to reflect on the changes that have 

been made for the benefit of our students and the champion teachers we have who teach the curriculum 

to enrich the lives of our students.  It really is a team effort across the school with our administration 

team supporting teachers, Education Support staff working with teachers, teachers collaborating to  

develop knowledge and practice, parents supporting their child and the leadership team supporting  

everyone.  We really do have a fantastic school of which everyone should be very proud.   

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE QKR APP BY 9:00am 
 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY  



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to the families who made a time to meet with their child’s teacher to discuss their progress. If for 

some reason you were unable to make an appointment, please contact your teacher to request a meeting soon.  

The principal team read every school report, and it was wonderful to read about the achievements and growth 

in learning for many students.  There were lots of things to be celebrated.  

 

ATTENDANCE EVERYDAY MATTERS 

School attendance every day is very important for each student. We understand that students are away at times 

for illness or appointments.  If your child is absent, please enter onto Compass the reason for their  

absence.  As a school we are following up on absences and strongly encourage all families to have their children 

at school just before 9am ready to enter the classroom.  When students are late, they miss valuable learning 

time and important teaching at the beginning of the day.  If students arrive after 9am they are required to enter 

via the office, accompanied by an adult and be signed in by our admin team.   

 

100 DAYS OF PREP 

How fast the year goes!  On Monday we will celebrate 100 days of Prep with a special day being planned by our 

prep teachers.  We look forward to seeing all our ‘100-year-old’ prep students on Monday.   

 

PLANET ARK NATIONAL SCHOOLS TREE DAY FRIDAY 31st JULY 

On Friday the 31st of July we will be celebrating Planet Ark Day. Our Junior School Council have planned a dress 

up activity – dress in the colours from the garden and are fundraising for items within the garden with a gold 

coin donation.  On this day all students will have the opportunity to plant seeds with their 

teachers.  Our Helmeted Honey Eater ambassadors and the grade 4 students who applied 

for an ambassador position will also have an opportunity to plant seedlings within an area 

of the Sensory Garden with Mrs McCrum. A very big thank you to the City of Casey for 

donating the plants for this event. All students are encouraged to bring ‘nude food’ on this 

day which is food without wrappers/plastic and rubbish.  
 

 
 

 

 

Kind Regards, 

Sandra McCrum 

 



 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 

 

 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
       
  

  
Breakfast Club        Every Monday morning   

Grade 4 Swimming Program      Monday 20th July - Friday 24th July  

Grade 6 Swimming Program      Monday 20th July - Friday 24th July  

Division Soccer and AFL9s      Friday 24th July  

100 Days of Prep       Monday 27th July  

Book Club Orders Due      Wednesday 29th July  

Grade 3 Mad About Science Incursion     Thursday 30th July  

Whole School Planet Ark Dress-up Day & National Tree Day  Friday 31st July  

Trivia Night - 18+ Event      Saturday 1st August  

Grades 3-6 Australian Math Competition   Tuesday 4th August - Thursday 6th August   

ICAS Competition       Monday 10th August  - Friday 14th August  

SSS Rehearsal 2 - Melbourne Town Hall    Wednesday 12th August  

Grade 3-6 Book Week & Literature Festival - Author Visit Monday 17th August  

Casey Netball Competition      Tuesday 18th August  

Grade 1/2 Gymnastics Excursion     Friday 21st August  

Whole School Book Week Dress-up Day    Wednesday 26th August  

Prep - 2 Book Week & Literature Festival - Author Visit  Friday 28th August  

Grade 6 Graduation       Wednesday 16th December  

 

 

CONSENT AND PAYMENTS DUE: 
 

Grades 3-6 Australian Math Competition Consent & P’ment Friday 24th July  

Grade 3 Mad About Science Incursion Consent & P’ment Monday 27th July 

Casey Netball Competition Consent and P’ment   Monday 27th July  

ICAS Competition Consent & Payment     Monday 27th July   

Gr. 3-6 Book Week & Literature Festival Consent and P’ment  Monday 10th August   

Grade 1/2 Gymnastics Excursion Consent and Payment   Thursday 13th August  

Prep - 2 Book Week & Literature Festival Consent and P’ment  Friday 21st August  



Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

Matilda Garrett 
Congratulations to Matilda who is heading to the Commonwealth Games to represent Australia.  

Matilda is a former student of Berwick Lodge Primary School. 

Matilda has played 6 games for the Australian Diamonds, and this will be 

her first Commonwealth Games. She currently plays for the 2026     

Premiers the Adelaide Thunderbirds in the Suncorp Super Netball  

national competition.  

We wish Matilda all the best and can’t wait to watch her play in the green 

and gold. 

 
RESILIENCE, RIGHTS AND RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

Berwick Lodge Primary School is a proud Respectful Relationships school. 

Respectful relationships education is part of the Victorian Curriculum and delivered by all Victorian government schools. It 

supports students to develop the knowledge, attitudes and skills needed for respectful relationships and helps to build respect 

and equality across the entire school community. 

Our school uses the Department of Education’s evidence-based teaching and learning resources to teach our students about 

Respectful Relationships from Foundation to Grade 6.  

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships resources have 8 topics that teach students about emotional literacy,     

personal and cultural strengths, resilience, problem-solving, stress-management, help-seeking, gender norms and stereotypes 

and positive gender relations. 

This term we are working on Topics 7 and 8: 

Topic 7: Gender norms and stereotypes help students consider the influence of gender norms on attitudes, opportunities 

and behaviour, and to learn about gender equality, inclusion, human rights and the importance of relationships that respect 

people of all genders. 

Topic 8 Positive gender relationships help students develop an age-appropriate understanding of gender-based violence, 

safe and unsafe behaviours and consent. Students also develop self-care, peer support and help-seeking skills they can use in 

response to situations involving gender-based violence. 

If you have any questions about Respectful Relationships education, you can contact the classroom teacher and/or visit the 

Victorian Government’s Respectful Relationships page: https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-relationships 
NATIONALLY CONSISTENT COLLECTION OF DATA OF SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY 

(NCCD) 

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students 

with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already available in the school 

about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability   

Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).  

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes: 

• year of schooling 

• category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 

• level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, supplementary, 

substantial or extensive. 

This information assists schools to: 

• formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools  

• consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disabilities in schools 

• develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve educational 

outcomes for students with disability. 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for the support of 

students with disability. 

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child, and your child will not be involved in any testing process. The school will 

provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy 

and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage 

and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s 

Privacy Policy (https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.  

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/respectful-relationships
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy
https://www.nccd.edu.au/
https://www.nccd.edu.au


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

Miki and Madden PB 

 

Rydah 1/2W and Neena 1P 

 

Elliot 1/2W and Kiara 2D 

 

Rylie and Sami 3M  

 

Firas 4H and Willow 4S 

 

Adele 5/6N and Harrison 5/6K 

 

Oliver H 5/6P and Meika 5/6L  

 

 

Matilda C PW and Rasoul PRM  

 

Yulia 1R and Forest 1P 

 

Maddison 1/2W and Aleksa 2D 

 

Charlotte 3M and Benjamin 3/4K 

 

Mary and Vedansh 4H 

 

Clara and Oliver D 5/6N 

 

Marli and Mauri 5/6N 

 

Phoenix PB and Raph PW 

 

Amber 1/2W and Owen 1R 

 

Layla 2D and Parker 2MS 

 

Joel and Sophie 3/4K 

 

Felix 4S and Jazlyn 4H 

 

Aria 5/6L and Ekam 5/6L 

 

Madeleine B 5/6W and Levi 5/6P 

 

 

Ravaal PW and Vivienne PB 

 

Lenny and Eliana 1P 

 

Taylem and Layla K 2D  

 

Evelyn and Parker 3B 

 

Alexia 3/4K and Edward 4H 

 

Sabrina 5/6W and Phoenix N 

5/6P 

 

Aliyas and Ruby 5/6N  

 

Sienna PRM and Leah PW 

 

Isaac 1/2W and Mehreet 1P 

 

Mason 1/2W and Mina 2MS 

 

Jasper 3B and Clare 3/4W 

 

Rodger and Ella 4S  

 

Eve 5/6N and Zaylee 5/6P 

 

Lola 5/6W and Kayden 5/6L 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grade 4 Swimming at Casey ARC 

Our Grade 4 students have had a fantastic time participating in their                      
swimming program at Casey ARC. Throughout the lessons, students have              

demonstrated a positive attitude and been willing to challenge themselves as            
they developed their water confidence and swimming skills. 

It has been wonderful to see students encouraging one another,                                  
listening carefully to their instructors and giving their best effort in                         

every session. The students have thoroughly enjoyed their lessons at Casey ARC, 
and we are incredibly proud of the way they have represented our school.             

Well done, Grade 4! 

Michaela (3/4W) - I have enjoyed going into the pull and learning new skills at swimming.  

Quinn (3/4W) - I liked that the teachers told us what to do so that we didn’t get lost. It was also re-
ally fun.  

Odin (3/4W) - I liked going underwater and swimming.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

   

 



 

We have so many exciting things happening in the library in Term 3. 
 

Firstly, all of our classes are reading the six, shortlisted books for the Children’s Book Council of Australia awards. We are 
focusing on the Early Childhood category and after reading all six, our students will vote to see if their favourite is the one 
to win the award. 
 

The books this year are: 
 

The Emperor’s Egg by Rae Tan 
The Thing About Christmas by Jo Dabrowski & illustrated by Briony Stewart 
Frogs Are Our Friends by Toni D’Alia & illustrated by Madeline White 
Derek by Anne Donaldson & illustrated by Matt Shanks 
My Nonno Loves by Adelle Frittitta & illustrated by Claudia Frittitta 
The Colours Of Home by Sally Soweol Han 
 

So far our classes have been writing book reviews and creating their own eggs that hatch fantastical creatures. I can’t wait 
to see what other creative activities our students get up to before the final voting day. 
 

We also have two wonderful authors coming to visit us this term: The Prep – Grade 2 students have Mark Carthew, who is 
an ex BLPS teacher with a long career both teaching and writing children’s stories https://www.markcarthew.com.au/books  
                                                                                                                       
The Grade 3-6 students will be welcoming Michael Wagner and enjoying his presentation https://michaelwagner.com.au/
WP/. Both of these authors have many books in our library and we are looking forward to having them at our school and 
having fun at their sessions. There is a separate flyer in the newsletter if you would like to purchase any of their books and 
the authors will then sign these for you on the day. 
 

Of course, the highlight of Book Week for many of our students and staff is BOOK WEEK DRESS UP DAY. This is always 
such a fun day with so many costumes celebrating books and favourite book characters. I can’t wait to see what everyone 
comes up with this year. 
 

Please check our reading awards list, there are many students achieving these Library Reading milestones every week and 
we are incredibly proud of them for reading so many fabulous books. 
 

Library Club is running on Thursdays during lunchtime. Our students have made some lovely, Indigenous artworks to  
celebrate NAIDOC week,  this term. If you would like to attend, please come to the library at the start of 
lunchtime, you do not need to sign up or pay to attend. Just come along and read, draw, colour in, play quiet 
games and enjoy. 
 

As always, please remember to bring your library bag and return your books on time so you can keep  
borrowing. 

 

School Tours are now open! 
 

Tours will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. Bookings are essential, please contact the office on 

9709 6700. 
 

For all those families who have a sibling starting prep next year, please inform the office if you have not      

already done so. 

Issue 5 of the Scholastic Book Club is currently available for purchases. Don’t forget to use your vouchers from last time to get a 

discount on these books. There is also a competition to win tickets to see SPIDER-MAN, Brand New Day and all of the details are 

on the back of this catalogue. 
 

Please place your orders by 5.30pm on the 29th of July and these will be distributed once they arrive.  
 

Scholastic are offering a $10 Spotlight voucher, to go towards Book Week costumes, with orders from this brochure, as well as a 

$5.00 Scholastic discount to use on Issue 6.  
 
Happy Reading everyone, 

Mrs Tsekouras 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.markcarthew.com.au%2Fbooks&data=05%7C02%7CKhatera.Ahmadzai%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e6adc05e67442d9302408dee858dea6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639203665699332031%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmichaelwagner.com.au%2FWP%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKhatera.Ahmadzai%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e6adc05e67442d9302408dee858dea6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639203665699364369%7CUnknown%
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmichaelwagner.com.au%2FWP%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKhatera.Ahmadzai%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0e6adc05e67442d9302408dee858dea6%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639203665699364369%7CUnknown%
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