
NEWSLETTER N0 08 19TH MARCH 2026 

 

STEP INTO PREP MONDAY 23rd MARCH 5.30pm  

Our Step into Prep information evening is on Monday 23rd March starting at 5.30pm in the library.  This is an  

information session for prospective 2027 prep families focused on our Prep Program with an opportunity to hear 

from a prep teacher.  If you have family or friends who have a prep child for next year, please share the information.  

 

INDUSTRIAL ACTION TUESDAY 24th MARCH 

The Australian Education Union (AEU) has indicated that it intends a full day stop work on Tuesday 24 March 2026. 

At this stage we do not know the exact impact on our school’s operations.  Our school is currently working 

through our operating arrangements for that day and will receive the information about staff that will be away by 

5:00pm on Friday 20 March. We will ensure we communicate to you any change of operating arrangements by 

2:00pm on Monday 23 March 2026. Thank you for your understanding. 

  

SCHOOL FEES 

All families are welcome to pay their school fees at any time.  If you need assistance in accessing Compass and how 

to make payments, please contact our friendly office staff for assistance.  Parents have options of how to pay  

including paying in a lump sum, termly, and by monthly instalments.  If you need support in setting this up, please 

contact the office. Our school fees assist the school in providing rich learning opportunities for all students.   

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

I am very pleased to announce the result of our elections for office bearers of our new school council. The election 

took place at our meeting which was held on Monday night. 

PRESIDENT: Keiren Walker 

VICE PRESIDENT: Amy Olston 

TREASURER: Mel Dobric 

MINUTE SECRETARY: Robert Kelly 

CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY: Corrina Bilski 

PFA REPRESENTATIVE: Kylie Porch 

Thank you to all parents who give their time to be on our school council.  Thank you to our retiring president – 

Karin Keylock for her contribution whilst on school council.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 2:30PM FINISH - THURSDAY 2ND APRIL 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 - MONDAY 20TH APRIL  
 

LAST DAY OF CANTEEN FOR TERM 1 - WEDNESDAY 1ST APRIL  



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
PARENTS AND FRIENDS (PFA) ELECTIONS 

Our PFA held their AGM meeting last week to elect their new office bearers. 

I am very pleased to announce the result of the elections:  

PRESIDENT: Carolyn Humphreys 

VICE PRESIDENT: Rebekah See 

SECRETARY: Alicia Bridges 

TREASURER: Guy Brown 

UNIFORM SHOP COORDINATOR: Ambur Suryn 

SCHOOL COUNCIL PFA REPRESENTATIVE – Kylie Porch 

Thank you to all parents who volunteer their time to be a member of our PFA. Our PFA work tirelessly to plan fundraising events for 

our school and fun events for our students. New parents are always welcome to join the PFA at any time.   

 

END OF TERM 1/START OF TERM 2  

Last day of Term 1 – Thursday 2nd April, 2:30pm finish. If you are unable to pick up your children at this time, please book them 

into after school care or organise an alternative arrangement. First day of Term 2 – Monday 20th April. 
 

CURRICULUM DAY FEEDBACK 

Our whole school curriculum day on Friday 6th March, focused on School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) presented by a 

leader from the Department of Education.  Our school is in the first stages of implementing this framework, focused on wellbeing to 

support all students which Robert Kelly is leading the this with assistance from Angela Maskery.  
 

PLANNING WEEK 

Our whole school planning week starts next Thursday 26th March and concludes on Wednesday 1st April.  Each team has a designated 

day to work together and plan their teaching program for term 2.  Whilst the teachers are working collaboratively together, our  

specialist teachers and regular CRT teachers will take the grades. We look forward to the wonderful programs our staff are planning for 

next term.  
 

ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL EVERYDAY MATTERS  

School attendance is very important to support student learning and wellbeing.  Thank you to our families who have their children at 

school ready to start the day at 9am unless they are unwell and then they have provided us a reason. The Department of Education are 

focusing on attendance, in particular unexplained absences.  We have changed our follow up for student absences and if your child has 

been away and is listed as unexplained, you will receive a letter via Compass at the end of that week to please provide a reason for 

their absence.  If your child is away from school, please log it on Compass, phone the school in the morning or email to  

Berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au  to notify us of their absence and the reason. After rolls are marked each morning and your 

child is absent, you will also receive a text message via Compass to please explain their absence. Some families have been entering a 

code as ‘Sorry Business’ which should only be used if you and your child are of aboriginal descent of which we would have recorded 

on our enrolment forms. We greatly appreciate parents supporting us in improving our student attendance at school.  
 

PFA UNIFORM SHOP 

Our PFA run second hand uniform shop is staffed by volunteer parents who give up their time to pick and pack orders and get them 

out to families as soon as possible. Thank you in particular to Amber Suryn, who organises the uniform shop and coordinates parent 

helpers and orders. Our volunteers update the item list regularly but do not pack orders overnight or on weekends as there is no  

access to the school where our uniform items are stored.  We thank our families who purchase second hand items and your patience 

whilst your order is being filled is greatly appreciated.   
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS LONGITUDINAL STUDY 

We have been approached by our Department of Education project lead for Respectful Relationships (RR) asking if any grade 5/6  

students would be interested in participating in a longitudinal study conducted by an external organisation ACIL Allen.  All grade 5/6 

families should have received further information yesterday and if interested need to give consent by Friday 27th March via the link in 

information provided.  
 

READING/LIBRARY BAGS 

This is a friendly reminder if you haven’t done so already, to please provide a bag for your child which they can use to take home reader 

books from their classroom and library books. The bag needs to be of a size to fit a reader and a library book, often the size of a  

picture story book and please have your child’s name written on the bag.  Please name your child’s bag. We encourage all students to 

read every night. 
 

HARMONY DAY FRIDAY 20th MARCH 

This Friday our whole school will be celebrating Harmony Day.  Thank you to the Junior School Council for promoting this day and 

asking for a gold coin donation to support our sponsor child Laurentina Angelica who is 7 years of age.  We encourage all children to 

dress in orange or cultural dress on Friday.   

 

Kind regards, 

 

mailto:Berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
       
  

 

Breakfast Club       Every Monday morning   

Harmony Day - Wear Orange or Cultural Clothing and   

gold coin donation for our sponsor child     Friday 20th March  

SSS Regional Rehearsal      Monday 23rd March 

2027 Step into Prep Information Night 5:30-6:30pm  Monday 23rd March  

Grade 5/6 Gala Day Competition     Wednesday 25th March   

National Young Leaders Day      Friday 27th March  

Grade 1 & 2 Wilson Botanic Park Excursion   Monday 30th March  

School Disco        Wednesday 1st April  

Last day of Term 1 - 2:30pm Finish     Thursday 2nd April  

First day of Term 2       Monday 20th April 

Grade 5/6 Somers Camp      Monday 20th April - 22nd April  

Mother’s Day Stall       Wednesday 6th May  

Grade 4 Briars Day Camp      Thursday 7th May 
 

 

CONSENT AND PAYMENTS DUE: 
 

Grade 5/6 Camp Final Consent and Payment   Friday 20th March  

National Young Leaders Day Consent and Payment  Friday 20th March  

Grade 1 & 2 Wilson Botanic Park Excursion  

Consent and Payment      Friday 20th March   

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 
 



 

NAPLAN – Grade 3 and Grade 5 

NAPLAN has now been completed for all students. Everything has run smoothly and a big thank you to 

our Grade 3 and Grade 5 teachers for preparing the students for the tests and to Mr. Kelly for assisting 

with the testing sessions.  

   
HARMONY DAY – Friday 20th March  

 

On Friday 20th March we will be celebrating Harmony Day. Harmony Day is the  

celebration that recognises our diversity and brings together Australians from all  

different backgrounds. It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for 

everyone. 

 
The Junior School Council are fundraising on this day for our sponsor child,  

Laurentina Angelica, aged 7 from Indonesia. All students are encouraged to bring a 

gold coin donation. 

 

 

 
 

ATHLETICS DAY 

The day began with a wash of colour and chants supporting each house.  

There was lots of laughter, excitement, and robust competition with 

many of our students and staff dressed in their house colours.        

Thank you to Mrs Muccignat for all her organisation and planning for 

the day.  

 

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
It was wonderful to see the students running in their house colours and pushing themselves to do their 

best, with our senior students setting a great example for their younger friends. All students collected  

valuable house points. 

 

A huge thank you to Mrs Muccignat and all the staff who assisted with the day and encouraged our  
students, and to the parent community who came to cheer, your support is greatly appreciated. Well done 

to all competitors for their effort and house pride! 

Good luck to the students who will represent BLPS at the District Cross County early next term. 

 

SAFE AROUND SCHOOLS – SCHOOL CROSSINGS 

School Crossings are only operational when flags are displayed. During this time, drivers must stop if a 

child or adult is about to cross or is crossing the road, even if there is no Crossing Supervisor. Drivers 

must stop if a handheld “Stop” sign is being displayed. Drivers must proceed only when all children and 

adults, including the School Crossing Supervisor, are clear of the crossing. 

Watch Video 

  

 
Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LbIrWbtVTyg




 

School Tours are now open! 
 
Tours will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

Bookings are essential, please contact the office on 9709 6700. 

 

For all those families who have a sibling starting prep next year, please inform the office 

if you have not already done so. 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 



 

 

 



ATHLETICS DAY 
 

Congratulations to all the grades 3-6 students who participated in the annual House Athletics competition on 
Thursday 5th March. It was fantastic to see everyone dress up in their colours to support their house and have a 
fun day competing in all the athletic events. It was a real joy to see all the smiling faces and amazing  
sportsmanship all the students displayed. It was also amazing to see some of our grade P-2 students come out to 
support their buddies and be part of the action!!!  

 
 
Well done to Langmore who took out the overall champion plaque with Buchanan coming in a 
close second, followed by Wilson and then Casey. Laylah and Marcus, our Langmore house 
captains, were super excited to thank their fellow Langmore competitors and the other houses 
also.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A big congratulations to the following students who took out the age group champion in their age group: 
8/9 boys - Jackson 3B 
8/9 girls - Evelyn 3B 
10 boys - Jet 3/4K 
10 girls - Zendaya 5/6L 
11 boys - Archer 5/6N 
11 girls - Charlotte 5/6N 
12/13 boys - Jackson 5/6W 
12/13 girls - Meika 5/6L 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A super effort to the following students who won the best dressed competition for their age group. 
8/9 boys - Alfie 3M 
8/9 girls - Peyton 3M 
10 boys - Felix 4S 
10 girls - Evie 4B 
11 boys - Samuel 5/6L 
11 girls - Lola and Trinity 5/6W 
12/13 boys - Phoenix 5/6P 
12/13 girls - Lexi 5/6W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A massive thank you to all the captains that helped assist me on the day and an even bigger thank you to the staff 
that helped with the setting and packing up of the equipment. Thank you to all the teachers and aides in their  
support of running events and being age group marshalls. Without this commitment, the day wouldn’t have run as 
smoothly as it did. 
 
A huge appreciation and thank you to our parent helpers Kylie, Carly, Stephanie and Vedha that spent the day 
assisting at an event or timing of the students. Your assistance was greatly appreciated. Thank you so much.  
 
 



 

HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY  
 

On Tuesday 17th March we held our annual House Cross Country day. Congratulations to all the students who  
participated. It was amazing to see the persistence, enthusiasm and encouragement shown by all students. Well 
done!  
 
I would like to say a huge thank you to the staff that helped throughout the day whether it was setting up, assisting 
around the track or doing jobs. A massive thank you to the parent helpers who stationed themselves around the 
course or helped with jobs, your help was greatly appreciated. To the amazing captains and Grade 6 students that 
helped around the course, ran as hares, mark students hands, handed out tokens and helped pack up, your assis-
tance was fantastic. Thank you! 
 
Congratulations to the top four placegetters in each age group. 
 
12/13 boys- 1st place - Chris 2nd place - Aliyas 3rd place- Jackson B and 4th place - Carter 
12/13 girls- 1st place - Ivy 2nd place - Hannah J 3rd place - Meika and 4th place - Maleeka 
11 boys - 1st place - Archer 2nd place - Raihan 3rd place - Harrison and 4th place - Hayzen 
11 girls - 1st place - Charlotte 2nd place -Adele 3rd place- Lola and 4th place - Mackenzie 
10 boys - 1st place - Jet 2nd place - Adam 3rd place- Landon and 4th place - Harry 
10 girls - 1st place - Sabrina 2nd place - Willow 3rd place- Zendaya and 4th place - Iyla 
8/9 boys - 1st place - Noah 2nd place - Oliver 3rd place -Ayrton and 4th place - Jasper 
8/9 girls - 1st place - Ariana 2nd place - Ellie 3rd place - Matilda and 4th place - Riley 
Grade 2 boys - 1st place - Evan 2nd place - Nithin/Finn 3rd place - Nayan and 4th place - Tyler 
Grade 2 girls - 1st place - Nyla 2nd place - Ivy 3rd place - Zoe and 4th place - Mina 
Grade 1 boys - 1st place - Tommy 2nd place - Owen 3rd place - Maxi and 4th place - Finn 
Grade 1 girls - 1st place - Harper 2nd place - Evie 3rd place - Neena and 4th place - Mehreet 
Prep boys - 1st place - Billy 2nd place - Atlas 3rd place - Alfie and 4th place - Isaac 
Prep girls - 1st place - Jakira 2nd place - Ellie 3rd place - Vivienne and 4th place- Leah 
 
We look forward to announcing the winning house at Friday’s assembly. Stay tuned for the results in the next  
newsletter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you. 
Kylee Muccignat  
PE Coordinator 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

On Monday 16th March the PFA held their Annual General Meeting. This was a time of reflection and an  

opportunity to appoint our executive roles for the coming year.  

 
I am pleased to announce that the following parents have been appointed to executive roles for 2026: 

 
President - Carolyn Humphreys   Vice President - Bek See 

Secretary - Alicia Bridges    Treasurer - Guy Brown   

School Council Representative - Kylie Porch Second Hand Uniform Shop Co-ordinator - Amber Suryn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 
I also wanted to share my President's Report from the AGM with the broader school community:   

 

Over the past year, the PFA has continued to play an important role in strengthening our school community. Through 

meetings, events, fundraising and volunteer support, we have created opportunities for families to connect and  

contribute to school life. 

 

Importantly, the value of the PFA goes beyond fundraising. When our children see parents and carers involved in their 

school, volunteering at events, attending meetings or supporting activities, it shows them the value we place on their 

education and their school community. That visible support helps foster a positive environment where students feel 

encouraged and proud of their school. 

 

It has also been wonderful to see some significant additions to our school grounds made possible through PFA  
fundraising, including the junior school basketball court and the soccer goals. These are fantastic resources that our 

students are already enjoying and will continue to benefit from for many years to come. 

 

None of this would be possible without the support of our school community. I would like to sincerely thank our  

dedicated executive team and committee members, the many volunteers who generously give their time and energy to 

support events, and the school leadership and staff for their ongoing support of the PFA. 

 

Looking ahead, our focus will remain on building strong connections across the school community, running enjoyable 

and effective fundraising initiatives, encouraging participation in meetings and events, and continuing to support  

projects that enhance the school environment for our children. 

 

It has been a privilege to serve as President of the PFA, and I look forward to another successful year working  

together. 

 

Thank you, 

Carolyn Humphreys 



 

Request for Parent Helpers 

The PFA is seeking parent helpers for two upcoming events: 

• School Disco – Wednesday 1st April (11:30am – 1:30pm) 

• Mother’s Day Stall – Wednesday 6th May (9:00am – 11:30am), with preparation on Tuesday 5th May in 

the afternoon 

If you are available to assist with any of these events, we would love to hear from you. Please email us at 

pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au 

Please note that all volunteers must have completed the annual school induction and hold a current Working 

With Children Check. 

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop 

Did you know that the PFA manages the BLPS Second Hand Uniform Shop? This fantastic initiative allows 

families to purchase uniform items for just $5 each, with all proceeds going back to support the school. 

A current stock list is available in the newsletter. Orders can be emailed to us for packing, with payment and 

collection arranged through the school office. While stock levels are accurate at the time of publication, 

some items may sell quickly and availability cannot be guaranteed. 

As the shop is run entirely by volunteers, we appreciate your patience while we process orders. 

If you have any good-quality uniform items that are no longer needed, we would greatly appreciate donations. 

These can be dropped off at the school office. 

 

Anglicare Parentzone: Tuning in to Kids - Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 

 

Would you like to learn to: 

Be better at talking to, and understanding your child/ren? 
Help your child/ren manage their emotions? 

Address and/or prevent behaviour problems? 

Teach your child/ren to deal with conflict? 

 

If you answered Yes to any of these questions this program is for you!  

 

Bookings are now open for the 6-week Tuning into Kids Program to be held at BLPS in Term 2. This program 

will be held on Monday mornings from 9.15am - 11.15am commencing 11th May 2026 (excluding Kings 

Birthday public holiday). See the flyer in this newsletter for more details. Bookings can be made via the  

following link https://events.humanitix.com/tik-berwick-lodge-ps   
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Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 

  
However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed  

(ie: fun-size  chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   
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