
NEWSLETTER N0 02 5TH FEBRUARY 2026 

 

WELCOME BACK EVERYONE 

We have had a wonderful start to the school year with our students settling into their new classes and getting to 

know their teachers and new friends.  It was lovely to see the excitement last week 

on the first day of school, especially with our new Prep students and families.  We 

have had a very busy holiday break with works happening around the school, some 

of which are continuing.  Our main front office areas were repainted as a part of our 

ongoing maintenance plan, the retainer wall in the courtyard is currently being     

replaced and very excitingly, our junior basketball court, which was achieved through 

the PFA fundraising, was completed last Friday.  If you haven’t seen the basketball 

court yet, it is located on the junior oval towards the back of the BER/library  

building.   
 

MEET THE TEACHER COMMUNITY AFTERNOON: MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY 

Monday 16th February is our “Welcome to Berwick Lodge – Meet the Teacher” community afternoon for families 

to informally visit the classroom and meet their child’s teacher between 3.35pm and 4.35pm.  All classrooms will be 

open, and our specialist teachers have planned a few fun activities including Digital Technologies Activities, games 

outside on the astro turf, Mandarin room - Chinese New Year craft and the Art room - Art Sensory Play.  Parents 

do not need to make an appointment but if you need to share personal/private information, please speak to your 

child’s teacher, and organise an alternative time to meet. All families are welcome to enjoy the activities in our 

school yard. Zooper Doopers will be available to purchase for $1.  Eftpos and cash taken.  
 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY – FRIDAY 3:00PM 

Tomorrow is our first whole school assembly which will normally be held on the basketball courts (weather      

dependent) with all grades present and parents able to attend at 3:00pm. Due to the weather tomorrow, we will 

hold our first assembly in the gymnasium with just our grade 5/6 students attending inside.  We will be streaming 

the assembly into all the other classrooms for our Foundation to grade 4 students to watch with their teacher.  

Due to the number of people allowed in the gymnasium at any one time, parents will not be able to 

attend inside but will be able to view the assembly via a TV set up outside the canteen in the     

courtyard. Please keep in mind that it could be quite warm in the courtyard. If it is wet weather, then we won’t 

be able to set up this arrangement for parents.  We look forward to our first assembly with our grade 6 school 

captains presenting. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP  
 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY  



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
MEET OUR PRINCIPAL TEAM 

Our principal team includes Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King.  Angela is our school wide wellbeing leader 

and coordinator of our education support staff and students.  Sharyn is our school wide teaching and learning leader and 

coordinator of our curriculum programs, student support groups, and professional learning staff teams. As the Principal, I 

oversee all areas of the school including staffing, budgets/finance, wellbeing, our teaching and learning programs and     

community partnerships. Our doors are always open, and we welcome parents to make contact if you have any questions 

or concerns.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Sandra McCrum: Principal         Angela Maskery: Assistant Principal          Sharyn King: Assistant Principal 
 

 

MEET OUR ADMINISTRATION TEAM 

We have a wonderful administration team in our front office who are often the first point of contact for parents and new 

families.  Julie Begley leads the administration team as our Business Manager. Our team are very positive and efficient and 

support all staff across the school with administrative tasks.  They are always welcoming and happy to deal with any     

queries in person, via phone or email.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Julie Begley: Business Manager    Bree Collinson: Admin        Khatera Ahmadzai: Admin       Sarah McCance: Sickbay  

 
 

MEET OUR LEARNING SPECIALIST TEAM 

Our leadership team includes the Principals and our Learning Specialists. Robert Kelly our STEM teacher, leads Digital 

Technologies and this year, he is leading the implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS)   

working closely with Angela Maskery. Lia Whitelaw a Grade 1/2 teacher, leads our whole school Literacy Learning and 

Kerry Worthington a Grade 5/6 teacher, leads our whole school Numeracy Learning. Together we work closely focused 

on achieving our school goals and the best learning outcomes for our students.   

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

Rob Kelly: STEM/Wellbeing                   Lia Whitelaw: Literacy                      Kerry Worthington: Numeracy             

                   



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
FOOD ALLERGIES 

We have a few students within our school who are anaphylactic.  We are not a nut free school, but we strongly  

encourage families to please support us in keeping everyone safe and save common nut products such as peanut    

butter and Nutella to have on the weekends.  Even if there is no student in your child’s grade with anaphylaxis, all 

students share spaces across the school such as specialist classes and digital devices.   

 

DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS 

We remind families that you can’t bring your dog onto the school grounds. We do have some students who fear 

dogs or may be allergic.  If you walk your dog to school, please don’t tie your dog up on an external fence near our 

school gates.  Students and families need to be able to safely enter the school grounds.   

 

EVACUATION DRILL 

Each term we are required to participate in an evacuation or lock down drill. This is to check our procedures for 

safely moving students to our meeting points. Next week we will be having an evacuation drill where grades will 

move from their classrooms to our designated meeting point on the oval.  Please talk to your child about this and 

discuss that this is a practise so we will all know what to do safely if there ever was a real emergency. Teachers will 

also be discussing this in class. 

 

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS 

All staff and parents who volunteer within the school are required to complete a Child Safe Standards induction  

annually.  Our Child Safe Standards policies are available on our school website for parents/volunteers to access. If 

parents have any questions or feedback, please contact the school.  

 

PARENT HELPER INDUCTION 

We welcome parents to volunteer to assist with school activities including excursions, camps and within classrooms.  

All parents need to have a current working with children card which needs to be on file in our office to then be able 

to complete our school induction prior to assisting at school. Parents and volunteers are required to  

complete the induction every 12 months.  Our next school inductions will be held on: 

Thursday 12th February at 3:15pm 

Friday 13th February at 9:00am 

If you have a current working with children card and haven’t already completed an induction within the last 12 

months, and would like to do so, please contact the office to book a time.   

 

PRIVACY REMINDER FOR OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where      

permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection notice. Our              

Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy which is accessible on ‘Compass, School Documents, DE     

policies tab’ and on our school website, describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of  

students. The policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn.  
 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for Education safely at 

the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, you 

have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for Education please contact the 

school.  Google Suite (Google Workspace for Education) provides teachers and students with a secure set of online 

tools to create, collaborate and manage learning. Tools include Google Classroom, Google Drive, Google Docs, 

Google Slides, Google Forms and Google Earth. These tools support communication, collaboration, assessment and 

feedback. Student accounts are created, managed and monitored by the school and are hosted on the school's local 

server environment. 

https://policies.google.com/privacy?hl=en 
 

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ privacy policy: information for parents. This information is 

also available in eleven community languages. 

 

Kind regards,  

              

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicies.google.com%2Fprivacy%3Fhl%3Den&data=05%7C02%7CSandra.McCrum%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ca3b8955ef4ee4df87c0308de61692282%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639055301396557875%7C
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents#translations


 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
       
  

 

Breakfast Club Begins       Monday 9th February  

No Prep students required at school     Wednesday 11th, 18th & 25th February 

Swimming Carnival Trials (Selected students)    Wednesday 11th February  

Parent Induction at 3:15pm     Thursday 12th February  

Parent Induction at 9:00am      Friday 13th February  

Book Club Orders Due      Friday 13th February  

Community Afternoon 3:35pm - 4:35pm   Monday 16th February  

NAPLAN  - Grades 3 and 5     Wednesday 11th March - 23rd March  

Grade 3-6 House Athletics Day     Thursday 5th March  

Curriculum Day - No Students at School    Friday 6th March  

Labour Day Public Holiday      Monday 9th March  

Whole School Photos       Tuesday 10th March 

Last day of Term 1 - 2:30pm Finish     Thursday 2nd April  

First day of Term 2       Monday 20th April 

Grade 5/6 Somers Camp      Monday 20th April - 22nd April  

  

 

CONSENT AND PAYMENTS DUE: 
 

Breakfast Club Permission Due     Friday 6th February  

Grade 5/6 Somers School Camp Deposit Due   Friday 13th February  

Grade 5/6 Camp Expression of Interest Parent Helper Friday 13th February   

State School Spectacular Acceptance Forms Due  Friday 13th February  

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 
 



 

WELCOME BACK! 

Welcome back to our new school year! We hope you had a restful and enjoyable break.  

At Berwick Lodge student wellbeing remains at the heart of everything we do. This year we will continue to focus 

on building strong relationships, promoting resilience, and supporting the emotional and social growth of our stu-

dents. Through our wellbeing programs, daily classroom practices and positive school culture, we aim to nurture 

confident, happy learners who thrive both personally and academically.  

We encourage families to stay connected and engaged in school life. Whether it’s through classroom activities, join-

ing the PFA or informal chats at drop-off and pick up, we value the partnership between home and school in sup-

porting every child’s success.  

 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

Developing positive and respectful relationships is an important part of a student’s 

emotional and social development. Our Respectful Relationships program supports 

the children to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.  

The topics covered in the RR program this term are Emotional Literacy and Personal 

Strengths.  

Students with be supported to identify their own emotions and describe situations 

that evoke these emotions and compare emotional responses. They will identify and 

describe personal strengths and discuss how these strengths contribute to family and 

school life. Students will explore different ways to care for others, including ways of making and maintaining friends.  

 
INTRODUCING OUR 2026 SCHOOL CAPTAINS 

School Captains:  

 Boris K  

 Hannah J  

 Lira G  

 Kayden M 

 

These students have been chosen as ambassadors and role models at BLPS. Their role 

involves promoting the school values and fostering community spirit.  

 
 
A BIG WELCOME TO OUR PREP FAMILIES  

Our Prep students have made a wonderful start to school with a smooth transition 

from kinder. There are many new things to learn and explore as they get to know 

their teachers and classmates. We look forward to seeing them grow and develop 

throughout the year. 

 

 
 

 

YEAR 6 T-SHIRTS AND WINDCHEATERS 

The year 6 t-shirts and windcheaters have arrived, and the students are proudly wearing 

them for their final year of primary school. A big thank you to Nate Gouge for his     

amazing design which incorporates the helmeted honeyeater and our house groups –  

Buchanan, Casey, Langmore and Wilson. 

 

 

 

 



SUNSMART  

Ultraviolet (UV) radiation exposure during childhood and adolescence has a big impact on 

future skin cancer risk. Students are in school when daily UV levels are at their peak, 

meaning schools are uniquely placed to educate about sun protection behaviour, minimise 

UV exposure and ultimately reduce a student’s lifetime risk of skin cancer.  

 

All students at Berwick Lodge are required to have a SunSmart hat due to UV rating. If 

they don’t have a hat, they will be required to play in the shade. On warm weather days, students are always 

instructed by their teachers to play in the shade at all times and keep themselves hydrated with water. All   

children should have a water bottle at school. Please ensure the hat and drink bottle has a name label, as these 

frequently go missing. Please remind and support your child to apply sunscreen before school and send  

sunscreen to school for reapplication during the day. Teachers are unable to apply sunscreen to students.  

 

 

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL  

A reminder to parents that the best time for their children to arrive is between 8:45am and 8:55am, when the 

teaching staff are on duty supervising the yard. The yard is supervised by staff between 3:30pm and 3:45pm 

after school. Students in the playground outside supervision times are at risk. If it is necessary for children to 

be at school either early or late, then parents should consider enrolment in the OSHC Program or make   

other arrangements. If for any reason your child has not been picked up by 3:45pm they will be directed to the 

front office area where they must wait until they are collected. These measures are not meant to cause any 

inconvenience; they are for the safety and security of all our students. 

 

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 







 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    FIRST DAY FEELINGS 
Our Grade 3 and 4 students recently reflected on their first day back at school 
for 2026 by exploring and sharing their feelings. After discussing emotions such as 
excitement, nervousness, happiness and tiredness, students created colourful pie 
graphs to represent how they were feeling. This activity encouraged thoughtful 
conversation, self-awareness and respectful listening as students discovered that 
many of their classmates shared similar experiences. It was a wonderful way to 
build connections, develop emotional literacy, and support a positive start to the 
school year. 



 

What a fantastic start to the year we’ve had in the Grade 5/6 area! 
 

All students are settling in well and have quickly adapted to their new  
classrooms and routines. Over the past week, classes have been  
spending time getting to know one another, building positive  

relationships and creating a strong sense of community. We have been working  
together to develop our classroom expectations to ensure our learning  

spaces are respectful, safe and supportive for everyone. 
 

Our Grade 6 students have already begun embracing their important  
role as the leaders and role models of the school. It was wonderful to see  

their excitement and pride as they received their Grade 6 jumpers, a  
special milestone that marks their final year of primary school. We look  

forward to seeing them demonstrate leadership, responsibility and kindness 
throughout the year. 

 

Our Grade 5 students have also made an excellent start, showing  
confidence and enthusiasm as they transition into the senior area.  
They have settled in smoothly and are approaching their learning  

with a positive attitude. 
 

We are looking forward to a great term ahead filled with learning,  
growth and opportunities for all students. 

 

The Grade 5/6 Teachers 
 

 
 
 
 



 

INTRODUCING OUR 2026 SPORT AND HOUSE CAPTAINS!! 
 

    MEIKA AND RIVER - SPORT CAPTAINS 

My name is Meika and I am one of your sport captains for 
2026. I am so excited to be able to help people to thrive and 

have fun while also learning something new. Outside of 
school, I play rep and domestic for basketball. I am so excited 

to see people trying new sports and having fun. 

 

My name is River. I am so excited to be your 2026 Sport   
Captain. On the weekends, I play footy and basketball. I’ve 

been playing footy since I was five and now I play in the ruck. 
In basketball, this is my third season playing for Berwick and I 
have just started playing representative basketball for Casey. 
My whole week is filled with sport and I enjoy it! If you see me 

around in the yard, feel free to say HI. 
 
 
 

SAXON AND SANCHAYA - BUCHANAN CAPTAINS 
 

My name is Sanchaya and I am one of the Buchanan house captains 
for 2026. Some of my hobbies are doing gymnastics, swimming and 
playing Among Us with friends. I’m happy to be house captain be-

cause I get to be in charge of sport borrowing, I can help out in sports 
events and standing in front of everyone during assembly. 

 

My name is Saxon as you might know. I feel very honoured to have 
this role as Buchanan house captain. Alright… a little bit about myself. 
I love sport and stuff that makes me active. I also enjoy food and to be 
specific, junk food! I love riding my bike and I want to be an engineer 

when I grow up. Also I’m an only child. I like gaming and playing  
tennis.  

 
 
 

 
 

XAVIER AND IVY - CASEY HOUSE CAPTAINS 
 

My name is Ivy and I am one of your Casey House Captains. For this 
year, I am very excited to see what this year brings for Casey. Out-
side of school, I play rep basketball for Dandenong Rangers. This 

year will be filled with happiness and fun for everyone! GO CASEY!! 
 

My name is Xavier and I am the Casey house captain and I am so 
honoured to have this role. I’m going to tell you a little about me. I 
love sport and I play soccer. I love food and I also love to game. 
When I finish school I want to be a soccer player and if it doesn’t 

work out, I want to be a builder.  
 



 

MARCUS AND LAYLAH - LANGMORE  HOUSE CAPTAINS 
 

My name is Marcus and I am Langmore House captain. I like to 
play basketball. I am happy to help people if needed. I think it will 

be an amazing year for Langmore. We will take the win!! 
 

I’m Laylah and I’m going to be your 2026 Langmore house captain. 
Now I’m going to tell you some stuff about me. My favourite colour 
is purple and I’ve been doing All-Star cheerleading for 6 years and 
swimming for 1 year. I’m very excited to be your Langmore house 
captain this year. I will make sure I do the best I can so Langmore 

will be the best it can. 
 
 

SAVANNAH & MASON - WILSON CAPTAINS 
 

I am Savannah or as you might know me as Wilson House Captain. 
Out of school I do Hip Hop/Dance at Evolve. I can’t wait to see all my 

Wilson friends beat the other houses because WILSON RULE! 
 

My name is Mason and I am 11 years old. I am one of your Wilson 
house captains for this year. A little bit about myself is that I love AFL 
and video games and I have a talking parrot! I am proud to be a Wil-
son house captain because I always wanted to be one since prep.  

 
 
 

HOUSE ATHLETICS DAY - GRADES 3-6 

Berwick Lodge’s annual House Athletics Day for Grades 3-6 will be held on Thursday 5th March beginning at 

approximately 9:15am. Students are encouraged to wear their house colours for the day as well as clothing 

that is comfortable for them to participate in. 
 

Students will walk around in their age group (age as of 31/12/26) and compete in 7 events on the day.        

Students have been placed in age groups according to their age based on the School Sport Victoria guidelines. 

There is flexibility in which age group your child competes in however your child must be aware of the   

guidelines involved in competing up or down an age group. If a student chooses to compete up an age group 

they will need to remain in this age group if they were to progress to represent the school at district,        

divisional, regional or state events. If your child would like to compete in an age group other than their      

assigned one, please let myself know via email. . 

  

As this is a whole day event, students must wear their hats and bring plenty of water to drink. It is advisable 

that students have sunscreen applied in the morning before school and bring their OWN sunscreen to school 

so that they can reapply this in the recess and lunchtime breaks. Schools and teachers are not allowed to  

provide or apply sunscreen to students. 
 

Parents are more than welcome to come and spectate but must remain out of the way of  

events and behind fenced areas to allow for the smooth transition and running of each of  

the events. Parents must also leave the school grounds during recess and lunchtime breaks. 
 

We are seeking at least 8 parent helpers. If you would like to assist on the day and have completed the  

induction program within the last 12 months and have provided the office with a copy of your valid Working 

with Children’s check card, please email the office at berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 
 

Thank you. 

Kylee Mucciganat 

PE Coordinator 



 

REMINDER 
 

For all existing families please remember to edit your 
child’s profile to their new homegroup/class for 2026.  

 
This helps with the timely delivery of lunch orders.  

 



 

Welcome to 2026! 
The BLPS Parents and Friends Association (PFA) warmly welcomes all families to the new 
school year. We’re excited for another great year supporting our school community. 

New spaces to enjoy 
Thanks to PFA fundraising, we’ve seen some fantastic new additions to our school grounds     
including two full-size soccer goals on the senior oval (installed late last year) and a brand new 
mini basketball court in the junior school area. We hope this new equipment will support fun,   
fitness and play for our students for many years to come. 

 
What does the PFA do? 
Support school events and activities 
The PFA helps organise and support a wide range of events throughout the school year that 
build relationships, bring our community together and enhance school life.  

Second Hand Uniform Shop 
The PFA operates the Second Hand Uniform Shop, providing an affordable option for families 
while also supporting sustainability within our school community. All items are just $5 each.   
Available stock is listed in the newsletter, simply email your order to 
pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au, then collect and pay at the school office. Donations of      
good-quality uniform items are always welcome. 

Fundraising for school improvements 
We run a number of fundraising activities across the year, with funds going directly back into the 
school. These include our Mother’s Day and Father’s Day stalls, Fun Run and Trivia Night.  

Parent education and support 
In conjunction with Anglicare Parentzone, the PFA hosts and also promotes free parenting      
programs and information sessions to support families at different stages of their parenting     
journey. Check out their programs at What’s On - Parentzone Term 1 

 

Get involved 
We’d love you to join us! Membership forms are available from the school office or by emailing 
pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au. Meetings are held twice per term. Even if you can’t attend, 
members will receive emails and meeting minutes. 

Stay connected 
Join our mailing list and keep an eye on the PFA News section of the school newsletter for up-
coming events and ways to help. Reach out via email to be added to our mailing list.  

Volunteering - what you need to know 
To assist with PFA activities, parents and carers need to complete the annual school induction 
and hold a valid Working With Children Check. The school office can help with both. School     
induction dates are regularly published in the newsletter.  

See you soon! 
We hope to see you at a meeting or event this year, and please remember younger children are 
always welcome. 

mailto:pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/about-us/newsletters/parentzone-southern-term-1-2026/
mailto:pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au


 
 



 
 



 

Welcome back to the library. 
 

It has been a great start to Term 1 with lots of new faces visiting the library for the first time and so many of our 

existing students being excited to borrow books. 

We have lots of new books available for loan and these are already flying off the shelves. 
 

Please make sure you bring a library bag to every session so that you can borrow. We have so many great  

resources, you are sure to find something you will love. 
 

If you are unsure of your library day, please check with your teacher so you are able to borrow. 
 

If you still have books out from last year, please return these to the library urgently! 
 

The Library Club will run twice a week this term. Grade 3 – 6 students can come in on a  

Monday and all students can come on Thursdays. These sessions will run at lunchtime and we will 

have space for quiet reading as well as some fun activity for you to enjoy. 
 

 

Thank you to all the families who have returned their medical forms back for this year.  

  

We are still missing a substantial amount of forms so if your child has Asthma,  Anaphylaxis,   

Allergies or requires medication at school, please complete these forms and  

return them back immediately.  

 

If you require these forms again, you can find them on  

Compass in the ‘School Documents’ tab  

under ‘Parent Resources’. 

 

Issue 1 of the Scholastic Book Club catalogue is out now. There will be two issues per term this year. If you 

would like to place and order, please do so by 5.30pm on Friday the 13th of February.  
 

All orders need to be placed online and you can earn up to THREE FREE BOOKS when you place and order from 

this catalogue. If you have a voucher from the last catalogue, please make sure you redeem it in the current issue.  
 

Orders will be distributed by classroom teachers once they arrive at school.  

 

Orders placed with Scholastic earn rewards money to spend on new books for the library, so this is a fantastic 

way to support the school while growing a love of reading with your children. 

 

Happy reading everyone, 
 

Karen Tsekouras 



 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 
  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed  
(ie: fun-size  chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

BUSINESS ADVERTISING 


