
NEWSLETTER N0 24 10TH AUGUST 2023 

 

ENROLMENTS FOR 2024 

As I have mentioned previously, we are accepting enrolments for 2024 for Preps and all other grades as well. 

Firstly, siblings – if you already have a child attending our school, with a sibling due to start next year in Prep 

and you have not yet enrolled them, please do so ASAP. This will greatly assist us with our forward planning 

for next year as well as assist us with our Prep Transition program arrangements later this year, for your 

child. A feature of our Prep Transition program is our Early Years Evaluation (EYE) Assessment that we  

provide for all next year’s Prep students prior to the end of this year. This is an invaluable source of general 

information regarding your child’s social/emotional and academic development to date – enabling our Prep 

teachers to be well informed from day 1insofar as your child’s level of general school readiness. 

On another note, we accept out of zone enrolments for all grades for 2024 currently. This is  

because our local enrolment zone is relatively small and consequently, we have enrolment space to  

accommodate out of zone enrolments. Our total enrolment capacity is 615 students which means that we 

comfortably accommodate that many students without being overcrowded, yet still provide a very wide range 

of specialist programs.  
 

REQUESTS FOR LETTERS OF SUPPORT RE APPEALS FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL  

PLACEMENTS 

We cannot provide letters of support for out of zone enrolments for students transitioning to secondary 

schools next year. The best advice I can offer is that should you wish to have your child attend an out of their 

zone secondary public school next year, that you speak with the leadership of the secondary schools in  

question. 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr! APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 



 

 

COMPASS UPDATE 

We have noticed some parents still have not logged onto Compass. We have now fully transitioned to  

Compass and all communication is via Compass. It is vital that you login to Compass. Please contact our  

Office staff for assistance if you are having any problems with doing so. 
 

BICYCLE SAFETY 

I was horrified earlier this week to hear of students riding their bikes to school and not wearing helmets  

and/or riding dangerously on the roads – dodging between cars or riding on the wrong side of the road. We  

certainly reinforce appropriate bicycle safety at school and urge you to do so at home, as I am sure you  

already do, but some children do need messages repeated (not new news to you, I am sure). 
 

NEW FEATURE: WORLD RECIPES 

Our school is increasingly multicultural in terms of family background, and this is cause for celebration and in 

doing so, I am initiating a ‘world recipes’ section in my weekly report. I was born in Germany – my mother 

being German and my father being Polish. I’ll start the ball rolling this week with one of my favourite German 

recipes and in doing so invite you to email via the school email your favourite international recipe, from either 

your family background country or your experience at a restaurant. 

Frankfurter & potato salad (Wurstchen und Kartoffelsalat) – serving for 4 

• 800g potatoes 

• 80g mild blue vein cheese 

• 100g crème fraiche 

• 2 tbsp milk 

• 2 red onions 

• 8 pickled tomatoes 

• 2 tbsp capers 

• 1 head small lettuce 

• 1 jar Meica Deutschschlander sausages (6 frankfurter sausages 300 g) 

• 2 tbsp parsley 

Instructions: 

1. Wash the potatoes well and boil for approximately 20 minutes until thoroughly cooked, drain and peel 

immediately, slice. 

2. Remove the rind from the cheese, mash with a fork and mix into a smooth paste with crème fraiche,    

mayonnaise, and milk 

3. Peel the onions and slice into rings. Drain the tomatoes and capers and cut the tomatoes into strips. Wash 

the lettuce, split into leaves, and arrange on a plate. 

4. Mix the potatoes with the other salad ingredients, pour the blue cheese dressing over the top and mix 

carefully. 

5. Warm the Deutschlander according to the instructions on the jar and serve to salad garnished with     

parsley. 

 
Q. What happens if the due date passes for an activity, and I have not provided the school with 

written permission for my child to attend? 

A. Unfortunately your child will not be able to attend the activity. Our administration staff send out multiple 

reminders prior to the closing date for receiving permission notices from parents for their children to attend 

these activities. In addition, they also frequently telephone parents as a last resort. Under these circumstances, 

it becomes a waste of our time to do all this, and effectively have no cut-off time line for receiving permission 

on Compass prior to the day of the event.  

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘The best baggage is that which lives in a suitcase’ 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE- Friday 18th August 

2023 

The NDA theme for 2023 is 'growing connections'. This theme supports research findings that strong 

school community connections and social skills are protective factors in the prevention of bullying and 

help enable positive, help-seeking behaviours in students. 

On Friday 18th of August, teachers will support the NDA message and students will be involved in various    

activities to identify and explore ways in which we can grow positive connections with their peers and 

within the school community.  

 

PARENTLINE 

Parenting is not always easy. From time to time, all families can benefit from extra support. Parentline is a 

department service. Parentline is a confidential and anonymous phone counselling  

service for parents and carers of children and teenagers in Victoria. 

We offer counselling, information, and support around a range of parenting issues.   

A qualified and professional counsellor will be available to:  

· discuss any issues that impact on parenting and parent/carer-child relationships 

· assist with developing strategies for positive parenting and personal coping 

· promote and contribute to the resilience and wellbeing of families 

· support the linking of families with their local community resources and services  
 

 
CHILDREN WITH LEARNING CHALLENGES: 

There are online tools and resources that can help support your child's learning difficulties. Please click on 

the link below to access the information:  

Online tools and resources for learning difficulties | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au) 

They include: 

• advice and information about learning difficulties 

• tools that can support your child's learning at home tools and resources to develop your child's literacy 
and numeracy. 

 

GOOD LUCK GRADE 6 TBALL GIRLS 

We wish our students who are playing at the regional T – Ball finals all the best for Monday when they 

compete against other schools at a regional level. Congratulations to our students for making it through 

to the regional finals.  

 

GRADE 2, GRADE 4 AND GRADE 6 SWIMMING PROGRAM 

From Monday 21st August through to Friday 25th August our grade 2, grade 4 and grade 6 students will be 

involved in a 5-day intensive swimming program.  Parent helpers are required to assist with grades whilst 

going swimming.  If you have a current working with children card and have completed our school  

induction, please let your class teacher know if you are available to assist with the swimming program.  

Thank you to the parents who have already volunteered. 

 

PARENT INDUCTION DATES AND TIMES 

Our next parent induction program will be held on: 

Monday 14th August – 3pm 
Tuesday 15th August – 9am and 3pm 

Friday 18th August 9am 

Parents who would like to complete our school induction need a current working with children card.  

Please phone the office on 97076700 to book into a session.  

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/online-tools-and-resources-learning-difficulties


 

NOTICES AND PAYMENTS DUE: 

 

District Athletics     Thursday 10th August  

 

DIARY DATES: 
 

ICAS English Test    Monday 14th August 

Regional T-Ball Finals     Monday 14th August  

District Athletics    Tuesday 15th August  

Grade 2/4/6 Swimming    Monday 21st August—25th August  

Book Week Dress-up Day   Monday 28th August  

 

 
 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

On Monday morning assembly, our whole school participated in saying our new Acknowledgement of 

Country led by our grade 6 leaders.  This will occur at each school assembly.  We have recently installed 

two new flag poles which fly the Aboriginal flag and Torres Strait island flag along with our Australian flag. 

Our new Acknowledgement of Country is: 
 

Here is the Land 
Here is the Sky 
Here are my friends 
and here am I 
We play today 
On Bunurong Land 
Our First Nation people 
we walk hand in hand 
We’d like to say thank you 
for letting us share 
the Land that you love 
we promise to take care. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to the following  

students who received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 

 

School Tours and 2024 Enrolments are now open! 
 
Tours will be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Bookings are essential, please contact the office on 9709 6700. 

 

For all those families who have a sibling starting prep next year, please inform the office if you 

have not already done so. 

 

If you know of any friends or family who are interested in  

attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them to contact 

the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an email to  

berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 



 

 
 

Book week runs from the 19th – 26th August 2023. Leading up to this week, teachers will be reading 

some of the CHILDREN’S BOOK COUNCIL AWARDS nominated, picture story books.  Book dress 

up day will be held on Monday 28th August. 

 

These books are currently on display in the Library and will 

be available to borrow in Term 4. Students will have the 

chance to vote on their favourite book during Book Week 

and the winner will be announced the following week.  

 

Students across all year levels love reading these new books 

and great discussions are had when deciding on favourites. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has ordered new books from Book Club. We sold $1038 of books which 

has earnt BLPS $155 in new resources for the Library. 

Orders will be delivered to students once they arrive. 
 

Keep your eyes open for some exciting new books in the coming weeks. 

 

HAPPY READING EVERYONE. 

 

Mrs Tsekouras and Ms Taylor. 

 

 

 

Welcome back to Term 3 in the Library.  
 

 

The Library will be open at lunchtime, on Tuesdays, again this term. 

Please pop in for some colouring, reading, fun games or just some 

quite time. 

 

Please remember to return any overdue books and bring your library 

bag to each session. 



 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 
  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients  

listed (ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

If your child forgets their lunch, and a sandwich is provided by the 

canteen, please note that this will incur a charge of $2. 

 

 

The money needs to be handed to the office as soon as possible.  

 

 

Do you have any clothing that your child may have 

borrowed from sickbay? 

 

If so, can you please wash and return these 

items as soon as possible. 
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