
NEWSLETTER N0 22 27TH JULY 2023 

 

STAFFING 

Mairead Musco who has been a most highly valued staff member at our school for the past 15 

years, is leaving us at the end of this week. Mairead has during that time worked with many  

children, in her capacity as an Integration Aide, providing invaluable support in many ways to 

these children and to our school in general. Whilst we are rather sad to see Mairead leave us, we 

most certainly wish her and her family the very best in their exciting new family phase in moving 

to sunny Queensland. 

 

YEAR 7 PLACEMENT ACCEPTANCE SLIPS 

By now, all grade 6 families would have received their year 7 confirmation letters via email. Please 

read the information carefully and return the placement acceptance slip to the office as soon as 

possible. These slips are due Wednesday 9th August. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAY - FRIDAY 28TH JULY 

THIS IS A PUPIL FREE DAY - 

STUDENTS DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL ON THIS DAY  



 

 

UPDATING DETAILS VIA COMPASS 

If you are updating your contact details via Compass, please note the office requires all changes to be in 

writing via email to the school. 

 

PARENTS USING STUDENT TOILETS 

If you are dropping off or picking up your child, please DO NOT use the student toilets. We have a  

visitor’s toilet available for use, located near the office. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

ICAS ASSESSMENT PERMISSIONS  

If you have given permission via Compass for your child to complete this test, you must register and pay 

directly to ICAS Assessments via the following link https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/pps using the 

school code ADY364. 

If registration and payment hasn’t been made directly to ICAS Assessments before Monday 31st July, 

unfortunately your child cannot complete this test.  

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

Q. Will Camp Australia be operating on Friday 28th July – the Professional Practice Day for 

all staff?  

A. NO – Due to a lack of numbers enrolled, Camp Australia will NOT now be providing their service on 

this pupil-free day. Australia should you wish to enrol your child/ren in the program on 28 July.  

 
 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

“Sweet fleeting distractions are the elixir of life” 

 

 

 

NOTICES AND PAYMENTS DUE: 
 

Grade 6 Swimming Permission   Monday 31st July 

Grade 2 and 4 Swimming Permission  

and Abilities Form    Monday 31st July  

ICAS       Monday 31st July  

Year 7 Placement Acceptance Slip  Wednesday 9th August  

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

DIARY DATES: 

     

Professional Practice Day   

(No students required at school)  Friday 28th July  

SSS Mass Dance Rehearsal    Monday 31st July  

Planet Ark - Tree Day Planting  

(Students to wear green & earthy colours) Monday 31st July 
Maths Competition     Wednesday 2nd August - 4th August  

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.icasassessments.com%2Fpages%2Fpps&data=05%7C01%7CHenryk.Grossek%40education.vic.gov.au%7Caddd98cc20704c4f455c08db8d7ee078%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638259348369882326%7C


 

 

PLANET ARK NATIONAL TREE DAY – MONDAY 31st JULY 
 

On Monday 31st July our whole school will participate in Planet Ark Schools National Tree Day. Why do we 

plant trees? There are many reasons why planting trees are good for the environment, the animals and also  

humans.  Please see further information on the Planet Ark website:  

https://treeday.planetark.org/seedlingbank/why-plant-tree 
 

On the day, classes will have the opportunity to plant a seed in a recycled container with their grades. Toyota 

have kindly donated 100 native plants for us to plant around the school. Some grades will also be planting  

seedlings in our Community Garden. If parents would like to assist with their grade activity, please phone the 

office or speak directly to your child’s teacher.   

Being in the natural environment is beneficial for our health and we encourage families to enjoy planting activities 

at home, or in the community as a part of Planet Ark National Tree Day.  Please see local information for  

Community planting days. Our Junior School Council are encouraging all students to wear something green or 

earthy in colour on this day and donate a gold coin which we will use to purchase plants for our school gardens.  

The plants will be purchased from the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater nursery at Yellingbo to support their 

work with the critically endangered species. The whole school is encouraged to bring ‘nude’ food to assist with 

reducing our rubbish which decreases our environmental impact on landfill.  Students are encouraged to wear 

green or earthy colours.  The JSC will be tallying up which grades have the least rubbish on this day and  

awarding certificates.  Thank you to the JSC for organising our Nude food day.    

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING EARLY TO SCHOOL 

We have noticed that there are some students arriving early to school and playing in various  areas of the school 

grounds. There is no yard duty supervision before 8.45am, therefore this presents safety concerns. Please make  

arrangements with camp Australia for before school care.  

 

WET WEATHER 

Please take a moment to ensure that your child has a change of clothes in their bag, especially socks and 

pants.  We love having our students active over lunchtimes but understand that we have muddy parts of the 

playground where students may slip and need to clean themselves up.  Students always prefer to wear their own 

clothes and we have a very limited supply of spare clothes. As always, please label all clothing items.  

  

STATE SCHOOL RELIEF 

State Schools’ Relief is a not-for-profit organisation that improves the lives of tens of thousands of disadvantaged 

Victorian students, and their families, each year. 

Issues such as poverty, neglect, family illness, abuse and homelessness continue to affect many Victorian families. 

State School Relief work side by side with all Victorian primary, secondary, specialist and language schools to 

ensure that any students facing hardship have the necessary items they require for school. Please contact the 

school office or ask to speak with Angela Maskery if you need assistance with school uniform.  

Our Philosophy, Mission, Vision & Values – State Schools’ Relief (stateschoolsrelief.org.au) 

 

100 DAYS OF PREP 

This week marks a very special milestone...100 days of prep! The first 100 days of prep are an enormous  

learning period. There are new faces, routines, places and skills to take on board and we are incredibly proud of 

their achievements so far. The students dressed up today, celebrated with their teachers and enjoyed  

participating in lots of fun learning activities relating to 100.  Congratulations to all our Prep students for a  

wonderful start to their schooling and thank you to our Prep teachers for the amazing work they do in teaching 

our students.  Some of the students 100 days of Prep projects are on display in the corridor and they look  

fantastic! 
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VISIT FROM Brad Battin 

This year, Planet Ark National Schools Tree Day is celebrated on Monday 

31st July. To support Berwick Lodge Primary School, Brad Battin, the 

Member of Parliament for Berwick, visited to plant seedlings in our school 

grounds. Brad met with students to chat about the relevance of Schools 

Tree Day and the importance of caring for the environment.  

The seedlings were donated by the Helmeted Honeyeater Nursery and 

are insect, butterfly and bird attracting plants. The Helmeted Honeyeater 

is our school logo, a state emblem and a critically endangered species.  

Our Helmeted Honeyeater ambassadors and garden club students planted 

with Brad.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFE AROUND SCHOOLS PROGRAM 

This week our grade 1 to grade 6 students participated in the Safe Around Schools Program to learn about 

crossing the road safely including whilst walking, scooting, or riding to school.  The students enjoyed learning 

about road safety and traffic movement to and from school.  Parents are encouraged to park in the  

neighbourhood streets and walk to school with students where possible.  This eases traffic congestion and 

promotes a healthy lifestyle.  Our Prep students participated in this incursion earlier in the year.  In the next 

few weeks, the City of Casey will be  

present around our school streets, talking with families about road safety, parking and traffic movement.  The 

police will also be monitoring our school traffic, aiming to make our school a safer place for everyone whilst 

coming to and from school.  

 

 

Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
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Congratulations to the following  

students who received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 

 

School Tours and 2024 Enrolments are now open! 
 
Tours will be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Bookings are essential, please contact the office on 9709 6700. 

 

For all those families who have a sibling starting prep next year, please inform the office if you 

have not already done so. 

 

If you know of any friends or family who are interested in  

attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them to contact 

the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an email to  

berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 



 

 

On Friday 21st July our girls T-ball team competed at the Casey North Division Winter sport finals 

against St Margarets Grammar School. The team progressed to this level of competition after  

winning the district finals. Despite some wet conditions at Toomuc Reserve, the team consisting of 

Haylie, Indee, Blaire, Abi, Molly, Emily, Ella, Phoebe, Konstandina and Sanvi played with amazing 

teamwork, determination and enthusiasm.  

 

They shook off the nerves in the first innings to bat first and score the maximum 7 runs for the in-

nings. Working well together in the 2nd innings the score was tied at 13 runs all. The third and final 

innings was to be the decider!!! The Lodgers had an impeccable last innings whilst batting, scoring 

the maximum 7 runs. They continued their amazing camaraderie when fielding, displaying amazing 

teamwork to get 3 runners out from the opposition team. The final score was 20-16.  

 

A huge congratulations to the Lodgers for winning the division finals and now progressing to the 

Regional finals to be held in Mornington on Monday 14th August. It has been a very long time since 

any interschool sport team from Berwick Lodge has made it through to the Regional finals so  

getting this far is an achievement just in itself! Well done Lodgers!!! We are so proud of you all and 

wish you all the best at Regions.  

 

Thank you to the parents that came down to cheer our team on, it was fantastic to have the  

support.  

 

Thank you. 

Kylee Muccignat 

P.E Coordinator 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

Book week runs from the 19th – 26th August 2023. Leading up to this week, teachers will be reading 

some of the CHILDREN’S BOOK COUNCIL AWARDS nominated, picture story books.  

 
These books are currently on display in the Library and will 

be available to borrow in Term 4. Students will have the 

chance to vote on their favourite book during Book Week 

and the winner will be announced the following week.  

 

Students across all year levels love reading these new books 

and great discussions are had when deciding on favourites. 

 

Issue 5 of the Scholastic Book Club brochure is now available. These have been distributed this week 

and there are some great items on offer. 
 

This issue also has the chance for purchasers to receive FREE BOOKS. Spend $30 for 1 Free Book, $50 
for 2 Free Books or $70 for 3 Free Books. 
 

Please order online by 31st July and books will be delivered ASAP. 
 

If your child’s teacher has changed, please continue to order under the     

previous teacher code:  

1SM – 1C, 3L – 3W, 5WH – 5F, 5K – 5J, this is to avoid any confusion with 

grade names for accounts that are already active. 

 

Happy Reading, 

Mrs Tsekouras and Ms Taylor. 

 

Welcome back to Term 3 in the Library.  
 

 

The Library will be open at lunchtime, on Tuesdays, again this term. 

Please pop in for some colouring, reading, fun games or just some 

quite time. 

 

Please remember to return any overdue books and bring your library 

bag to each session. 



 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 
  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients  

listed (ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

If your child forgets their lunch, and a sandwich is provided by the 

canteen, please note that this will incur a charge of $2. 

 

 

The money needs to be handed to the office as soon as possible.  

 

 

 

Do you have any clothing that your child may have 

borrowed from sickbay? 

 

If so, can you please wash and return these 

items as soon as possible. 
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