
NEWSLETTER N0 15 25TH MAY 2023 

 

STEP INTO PREP INFORMATION EVENING 

Our Step into Prep evening held on Wednesday evening was a wonderful opportunity to meet with     

parents of children who will be commencing school next year. The event was well attended with parents 

being provided with a comprehensive overview of our Prep Teaching and Learning program. Thank you 

to our Prep Team for preparing the contents of the presentation which Riley Bolton delivered very      

engagingly. 

 

MANAGING STAFF & CRT SHORTAGES 

As you may be aware, all schools are facing critical teacher shortages, this including casual replacement 

teachers (CRTs). On any given day we will have anywhere between 1 and 4 grades for whom our agency, 

ANZUK cannot provide us with CRTs. There are several ways that we are managing this shortage –       

including cancelling specialist programs and having specialist teachers take on class teaching for the grades 

that cannot be filled with CRTs when the class teacher is absent. Importantly, the curriculum for all 

grades and specialist programs is well planned by Area team members in the term before, and we can 

therefore deliver a consistent program across Area grades.  

 

GRADE 3 CAMP TO PHILLIP ISLAND - WEDNESDAY 31ST MAY TO FRIDAY 2ND JUNE 

We have completed all preparations for this exciting camp for our Grade 3 children for next week and 

now have our fingers crossed, hoping for some good weather.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr! APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 



 

Nonetheless, the camp is outstandingly resourced with excellent facilities, and they do provide a wide 

range of indoor opportunities for the children with which to engage in the event of inclement weather. 

 

USE OF STAFF CARPARK  

We have noted a marked increase in the number of parents without special permission using our staff car 

park to drop off and/or picking their children up. Unless you have a permit to do so, please do not do this 

in future. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

Q. If we do not live in the official enrolment zone for Berwick lodge P.S. can our child still 

be enrolled in the school?  

A. Yes, they can. Our total school enrolment cap is 620 students. Our local enrolment zone provides us 

with about 30 per cent of this total, hence we can enrol out of our enrolment zone students. If you have 

any queries, or would like a tour, please contact us via email or by phoning our administration team. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘You can measure the love you have for others by their capacity to hurt you’ 
 

 

 

 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

DIARY DATES: 

  

Winter ISS     Friday 26th May 

Divisional Cross Country    Wednesday 31st May 

Grade 3 Camp    Wednesday 31st May - Friday 2nd June 

ISS Gala Day     Wednesday 7th June 

King’s Birthday (Public Holiday)  Monday 12th June   
    

 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

NATIONAL SORRY DAY – 26th May                                                                                    

Every year on 26th May, National Sorry Day remembers and acknowledges the mistreatment of  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people who were forcibly removed from their families and 

communities, which we now know as ‘The Stolen Generations’.  National Sorry Day is a day to 

acknowledge the strength of Stolen Generations Survivors and reflect on how we can all play a part 

in the healing process for our people and nation. While this date carries great significance for the 

Stolen Generations and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, it is also  

commemorated by Australians right around the country. 

 

 

RECONCILIATION WEEK- 27th May to 3rd June 

National Reconciliation Week focuses on building respectful, positive relationships between 

the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is 

about all communities learning more about the history and cultures of the First Peoples of this land. 

National Reconciliation week is held every year from 27th May to 3rd June. The theme of the  

National Reconciliation week, 2023 is “Be Brave. Make Change”. 

Teachers will be acknowledging National Sorry Day and Reconciliation week with their students 

with a variety of activities throughout the week. 

Modelling respectful interactions, celebrating diversity, and having positive discussions with your 

children can have a lasting impact on their future attitudes towards cultural diversity.  

 

 

GRADE 3 CAMP 

Our grade 3 students will head off to the Philip Island Camp on Wednesday 31st May.  We are sure 

they will have a great time on their first school camp and we look forward to hearing of all their 

wonderful experiences upon their return.  

 

 
WANTED ITEMS 

• We are requesting donations of small plastic toys which you no longer need, for our students to 

play with in our Sensory and Community Gardens.  Toys such as plastic animals, dinosaurs, cars,      

McDonald’s toys are some examples.  Please leave any donations at the office. 

• Do you have an abundance of metal forks and/or metal teaspoons in your cutlery drawer?       

Donations of these items are most welcome to be left at the office.  

 

 

RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE (RSL) THANK YOU 

Our school received a thank you from the RSL for supporting their ANZAC Day appeal with our 

JSC selling badges.  We raised $187.10 for RSL.  Thank you to all families who supported this  

appeal.   

 
 

Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Congratulations to the following  

students who received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 

 

School Tours and 2024 Enrolments are now open! 
 
Tours will be held on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Bookings are essential, please contact the office on 9709 6700. 

 

For all those families who have a sibling starting prep next year, please inform the office if you 

have not already done so. 

 

If you know of any friends or family who are interested in  

attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them to contact 

the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an email to  

berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

 

 



 

 

Don’t forget the library is open on Tuesdays, at lunchtime. Please come in and enjoy 

some colouring in, quiet reading or games. 

 

Please remember to return any overdue books and bring a library 

bag to each session. 

 
 

 

 

If any of these items belong to 

you, please come to the office 
for collection. 

 

 

BOOK CLUB: ISSUE 4 

 

ISSUE 4 IS NOW AVAILABLE. DUE TO THE KING’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY, THIS ISSUE WILL BE 

CLOSING EARLIER THAN USUAL. PLEASE CONFIRM ANY ORDERS BY WEDNESDAY 14TH 

JUNE. 

 

ALSO, IF YOUR CHILD’S CLASS HAS A NEW TEACHER THIS TERM, PLEASE 

CONTINUE USING THE PREVIOUS TEACHER CODE TO AVOID ANY  

ORDERING ISSUES.  

 

Happy Reading, 

 

Mrs Tsekouras and Ms Taylor J  



 

Do you have any clothing that your child may have          

borrowed from sickbay? 

 

If so, can you please wash and return these items as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 
  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients  

listed (ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The school canteen is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  

 

Students are able to purchase snacks, ice cream and drinks  

                 during recess and lunch time on these days.  

 

        All hot foods and lunch orders must be ordered by  

9:00am via the QKR! app.  



 



 

This week we had Carey Cole from Parent Zone Anglicare come to the school and lead 

an information session / discussion on Big Feelings.  

 

We had 15 parents attend and it was a great session covering what big feelings our  

children and us can have. It was a safe space to share our thoughts and experience’s and 

offered some very insightful ways for parents to work through the tough times with 

their children.  

 

And even better - it was FREE! The PFA will be looking into hosting another session 

with a different focus sometime next term, if you are interested please watch this 

space :)  

 

Coming up on Monday we are having our next PFA general meeting at 9:30am after  

assembly in the before/after school care building.  

 

All are welcome, Prams and toddlers too - so if you have considered coming along 

please do, we would love to see you there! Snacks and Cuppas provided.  

 

 

Have a great weekend everyone!  

Emma  

PFA President  
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