
NEWSLETTER N0 5 2ND MARCH 2023 

THANK YOU: PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS 

Thank you – feedback we have received from staff and parents has been very positive. The change, first 

introduced last year to conducting these interviews during the school day, rather after school and into the 

evening, has proceeded very smoothly. These interviews, early in the school year, are designed to share 

three-way information on how the children have settled into their new grade level, classes and with their 

2023 teacher. Later in the year, following the distribution of mid-year reports, these interviews will focus 

more on the progress that the children have made, both academic and social.  Should you have any follow 

up concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class and/or specialist teacher. 

 

CARE OF TOILETS BY CHILDREN 

I need your assistance please parents. We are experiencing a sudden spate of bad toileting behaviour 

by some boys and girls in both the junior and senior grades. Soiling toilets, urinating in wrong places, fail-

ing to flush toilets, and throwing wet toilet paper on the ceiling are the main ones. Then there is blocking 

toilets with rolls of toilet paper and today in the junior boys’ toilets, a school jumper was used to block 

the toilet bowl. 
Our teachers reinforce appropriate behaviour in the toilets regularly and I have spoken with all grade3-6 

boys last week. I will raise the matter at Monday’s school assembly with all children and we will continue 

to be as vigilant as we can in supervising the children when using toilets, but there 

are privacy issues which do, quite rightly, limit us. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

CURRICULUM DAY - FRIDAY 10TH MARCH 

NO STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED AT SCHOOL 
 
 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 



I would be very grateful if you could speak with your children about the importance of appropriate use of 

their school toilets and if they are aware of any children who are not doing the right thing when using the 

toilets, could they please let their teacher know, in confidence.  

 

REMINDER: PHOTO MAKE-UP DAY 

Photo day, as always was rather hectic, but in saying that, the process was successfully completed. The 

weather was kind, allowing outdoor photos to be taken.  Importantly, for all those students who were 

away on Tuesday, they will have their individual photos taken on Monday 6th March. 

 

BIKE RIDING/SCOOTERING SAFELY TO AND FROM SCHOOL 

It’s great to see children being able to ride their bikes or scooters to and from school – SAFELY. In 

saying this, please note the following, as some children are putting themselves and others at risk of injury 

or worse.  

• Children must be wearing helmets. 

• Walking, (not riding) bikes or scooters along Mansfield Street, past our school and along the      
footpath in the carpark is most important. 

Worryingly, several “near misses” have been reported – that is, collisions with other students and        

parents have luckily been avoided to date – but we cannot rely on luck! 

 

LATE ARRIVALS 

Children who arrive after 9am, are required to come via the main office and be signed in. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

Q. Why are parents required to report directly to the main office if they are dropping off a 

lunch order or for any other reason, during school hours, if they are allowed to go straight 

to their child’s classroom to drop them off in the morning or collect them after school?  

A. We do this for security reasons. It is one thing going with your child to their classroom in the          

morning or waiting outside their classroom at the end of the day – along with other parents. It is quite 

another thing having people walk through the school grounds during the day, especially during recess and 

lunch breaks with the children outside. There are cases whereby Court orders place restrictions on       

access to children on some parents. If we had a policy whereby parents could bypass the office to directly 

contact their children, the risks associated with the breaching of such Court Orders would be increased. 

Also, children may not be in their classroom at the time at which you may be visiting to drop something 

off and locating them would require that you attend the main office anyway. Above all else, the safety and       

security of our students is paramount. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Compassion is a bit like confetti at a wedding – its absence is more noticeable 
than its presence’   

 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

DIARY DATES: 

 

Inter-school Sport    Friday 3rd March 
Curriculum Day    Friday 10th March  

Labour Day (Public Holiday)   Monday 13th March  

NAPLAN  - Grade 3 and 5    Wednesday 15th March  

State School Spectacular Rehearsal   Monday 27th March  



 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to all the parents that took the time to meet with the teachers on Monday. These are such 

valuable discussions, which benefit your children.  

 
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn 

new things at school every day. Students who are regularly absent from school are at risk of missing 

fundamental aspects of their educational and social development. The Victorian Governments 

“Everyday Counts” initiative promotes the fact that regular school attendance enables students to 

maximise their full potential and to actively participate and engage in their learning. It is important that 

children develop habits or regular attendance at an early age. Children with attendance of 80 per cent 

or less (that is, 40 days or more absenteeism per year) may be significantly disadvantaged in their 

learning. If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let your child’s teacher know so 

we can work together to get your child to school every day. Our Welfare Officer or school staff will 

contact you if there are any concerns about your child’s attendance or punctuality. Remember     

EVERYDAY COUNTS! 

 

NAPLAN TESTING FOR YEARS 3 AND 5  

A reminder that NAPLAN for Years 3 and 5 students will be held between Wednesday 15th March to 

the 24th March. All students are encouraged to participate in NAPLAN tests. Students with special 

needs may qualify for special provisions which reflect the support normally provided in the classroom. 

A formal exemption may be granted for a student who has a significant intellectual disability or who 

has recently arrived in Australia and is from a non-English speaking background. While participation by 

all students is expected, students may be withdrawn from the testing program by their parent/carer. 

This is a matter for consideration by individual parents/carers. Withdrawals are intended to address 

issues such as religious beliefs and philosophical objections to testing. A formal application for         

exemption must be received by the principal prior to the testing. Please have a discussion with your 

child’s teacher if you have any questions about NAPLAN. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents. 



 

"Staying Safe Online: Navigating the World of eSafety"  
 
Online safety is a crucial topic that every parent needs to take seriously in today's  

digital age. With the increasing use of technology and the internet, kids are exposed to a wide range 

of online risks, including cyberbullying, stranger danger, and inappropriate content. Therefore, it's 

essential to educate children about online safety and take steps to protect them from potential 

harm.  

 

Here are some tips to help ensure online safety for kids:  

 

1) Set clear guidelines: Establish clear guidelines for internet usage with your children, including how 

much time they can spend online and what types of content they can access. Make sure they  

understand the consequences of not following these guidelines and the importance of responsible 

online behavior.  

 

2) Monitor their online activity: Regularly monitor your children's online activity, including the  

websites they visit and the people they communicate with. Use parental control software to limit 

their access to inappropriate content and keep track of their online interactions.  

 

3) Teach them about privacy: Teach your children about the importance of privacy and how to  

protect their personal information online. Make sure they understand the risks of sharing personal 

information, such as their name, address, phone number, or school, with strangers online.  

 

4) Talk to them about cyberbullying: Discuss the dangers of cyberbullying with your children and 

encourage them to speak up if they or someone they know is being bullied online. Teach them how 

to block or report bullies and remind them that cyberbullying is a serious offense.  

 

5) Be vigilant about stranger danger. Warn your children about the dangers of strangers online. 

Make sure they know never to share personal information or agree to meet someone they don't 

know in person.  

 

6) Encourage open communication: Encourage your children to come to you if they encounter any 

problems online. Let them know that you're there to help and support them.  

 

 

By setting clear guidelines, monitoring their online activity, teaching them about privacy  

cyberbullying, and encouraging open communication, you can help protect your children from the 

potential risks associated with the internet.  

 

Remember, it's better to be safe than sorry, and taking proactive 

steps to ensure online safety for your children is always a wise  

decision.  
 

 

Mr Kelly  







 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate 

their child’s birthday. 
  

However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients  

listed (ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to the following  

students who received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 



 

 

 

 

If any of these items 

belong to you, 

please come and collect them 

from the office. 

 
 

Do you have any clothing that your child may 

have borrowed from sickbay? 

 

If so, can you please wash and return these items 

as soon as possible. 

 
 

 

 

- REMINDERS - 

 
Please remember to bring you library bag to every 

library session.  

Without a bag, you can still book but it will have to 

stay in the classroom instead taking it home to enjoy. 
 

 

 

PLEASE RETURN OVERDUE LIBRARY BOOKS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  



 



 



 

REMINDER 
 

For all existing families please remember to edit your 
child’s profile to their new homegroup/class for 2023.  

 
This helps with the timely delivery of lunch orders.  
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