
NEWSLETTER N0 39 8TH DECEMBER 2022 

YEAR IN REVIEW 

In summary, I am very proud of our students, staff and parents for the wonderful way in which we have 

all worked together as a team to end the year, having achieved so much that is positive, given the ongoing 

challenges that have confronted us, and indeed schools in general.  

The impact of the pandemic has been profound in many ways – the wellbeing of everyone, staffing         

shortages and continuing uncertainty, to name but a few. Through all of this, we are finishing the year, on 

high, albeit exhausted. 

Our enrolments have risen to close to 600 for next year, our school review was very positive and our 

plans for 2023 are well advanced and exciting. Staffing, though, continues to be a systemic challenge and 

we are yet to fill all vacancies. 

We have experienced higher level of staff movement for next year than in recent years and, in doing so, 

have lost several highly experienced staff who have provided our school with outstanding service over 

many years. Sue Naismith is retiring after joining our school in 1991. Fiona Froelich, Michele Tan, 

Olivia Cook and our Business Manager, Jodie Chapman (most recently confirmed) have also 

served our school community so very well for many years are leaving. Ashleigh McLaren, a recent      
addition to our staff is leaving too. To all these members of our staff, a huge thank you and the very best 

of wishes from us all in their future endeavours. 
 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 
 
 

LAST DAY OF CANTEEN - WEDNESDAY14TH DECEMBER 

TERM 4 ENDS - TUESDAY 20TH DECEMBER AT 2:30PM 
 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 - TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY 

CANTEEN WILL REOPEN - WEDNESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 



On the flip side, we are welcoming several graduate teachers, all of whom are very promising and bring 

with them a high level of enthusiasm.  

I am very pleased also to report that Sandra McCrum, our senior Assistant Principal, has resumed    

duties recently and we are all thrilled to have Sandra back with us.  

 

ADMIN STAFF CHANGES 

With Jodie Chapman leaving us in 2023, Julie Begley, currently our Facilities/Admin Manager, will take 

on the role of Business Manager. Bree Collinson will be joined by Khatera Ahmadzai as our school 

Admin Officers.   

 

GRADUATION CELEBRATION 

What a great night we had. Graduation Night celebrations are one of our school’s major annual highlights 

and this year was no exception. The short class films were wonderful – full of energy, powerful messages 

as well as fun. Most importantly, they scripted and delivered entirely by the children.  

 
FINAL SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

We will be conducting our final school assembly for the year on Monday morning at 9.00am on the      

basketball courts. School Captains for next year will be announced, staff who are leaving will be        

acknowledged, as will our graduating students and others who are leaving too. Please come along and  

enjoy the spirit of the assembly. 

 

REMINDER: COMMENCEMENT OF 2023 SCHOOL YEAR 

The first school day for all children at our school next year will be Tuesday 31st January. 

Teaching staff commence the 2023 school year on Friday 27th January, and we then have Monday 30th  

January as a designated professional development day, with the children commencing the next day – 31st 

January. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs): REMINDER 

Q. What time does school close on the final school day this year – Tuesday 20 December?  

A. All children are dismissed at 2.30pm. Please ensure that you have arrangements in place for your 

child/ren to be collected at that time if they do not walk home by themselves. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘When people leave us, they leave with us, their legacy – that is their thanks, for 
which we are grateful ‘ 

 

DIARY DATES: 

 

Grade 5 End of Year Excursion    Friday 16th December  

Christmas Dress Up Day     Monday 19th December 

Last Day of Term 4- 2:30pm Finish   Tuesday 20th December 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL –Tuesday 20th December 2022, 2.30pm finish. Out of Hours School Care will 

operate from 2.30pm and students attending need to be booked in.  

 

ORIENTATION MORNING – On Tuesday this week, there was excitement and trepidation in the air as 
our students experienced the morning in their new grades, among their new classmates and teacher/s. We 

also welcomed some new staff members and students to join BLPS and our new 2023 prep students to        

enjoy the morning. We witnessed lots of smiles and enthusiasm, indicating a successful start to the transition 

process.  

 

GRADE SIX GRADUATION 

We enjoyed a wonderful evening at Cardinia Cultural Centre celebrating the grade 6 achievements and time 

at Berwick Lodge Primary School. We are lucky to have enjoyed teaching this remarkable group of young 

people and we wish all our graduating grade six students every success at secondary school. This was Mrs 

Naismith’s last graduation ceremony, as she is about to embark on retirement. Mrs Naismith is a           

longstanding, much valued member of the BLPS family and we wish her all the very best for the future.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST SCHOOL DAY 2023 – Tuesday 31st JANUARY 

School resumes for all students on Tuesday 31st January 2023.  Grade 1 to 6 student’s start at 9:00am and 

our prep students start at 9.15am and finish at 12:45am on their first day.   

  
  

We wish all families a very happy, safe and relaxing holiday and 

we look forward to seeing our students back next year. 

Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 



Chesterfield Farm Excursion  

                        Recounts…. 
By Kei W 1LS 

On Friday the 9th of December 1LS went to Chesterfield Farm.  We travelled by 

bus and when we got off we had the opportunity to go to the toilet.  Then we 

saw a peacock and two peahens.  The peacock spread its beautiful feather but the 

peahens weren’t interested in them.  Then we had snacks.  Afterwards we had a 

chance to milk a cow called Dolly.  Then we had a bumpy tractor ride.  After that 

we saw the dog show and then we had lunch.  Then we went to the Discovery 

Centre.  I learnt that deer lose their antlers each year and we saw pigs too. 

 

By Aidan P 1LS 

On Friday the 9th of December the class went to Chesterfield Farm.  I think it 

was a thirty- minute ride.  First, we saw a peacock trying to impress a peahen.  

It looked like there were eyes on the peacock’s feathers!  We put our          

backpacks somewhere and then we met Zack.  Zack told us how to milk a 

cow.  We milked Dolly the cow and it felt weird.  Then we had our snacks 

and after snacks we went on a tractor ride.  There were no seatbelts!  We 

saw lots of sheep and deer.  Then we went to the Discovery Lab. I learnt that 

there’s cow leather, ostrich leather and kangaroo leather.  Then we went back 

to have lunch.  We went to feed the emus, camel, deer and goats.  We had to 

feed two legged animals from the bag and four legged animals by our hands. A 

goat ate someone’s bag. Then we saw the dog show. The dog jumped over a 

fence and started to chase the sheep. 

By Josh W 1LS 

On Friday we went to Chesterfield Farm.  We travelled by bus.  When we got 

there we saw a peacock and it was trying to impress the girl by displaying its 

feathers and they were brightly coloured and beautiful.  Then we went into the 

shearing shed.  We had our snacks.  Then we milked the cow and her name 

was dolly.  After that we had an amazing, bumpy tractor ride.  We saw a lot of 

animals.  After that we had our lunch.  Then we had a dog show and we saw a 

dog that can jump on a sheep’s back.  The dog was really fast.  I learnt that each 

year deer lose their antlers.  We went to the Discovery Room and it had a lot 

of antlers.  We fed the deer, camels, goat and much more.  We went to the 

nursery.  We saw baby guinea pigs, a rabbit, Shaun the sheep and much more. 

 

By Rafi B 1LS 

On Friday the 9th of December we went to Chesterfield Farm.  We travelled by 

bus.  When we got there we went to the toilets.  Then we saw the beautiful 

peacocks.  After that we had our snacks in the shearing shed.  Then we milked 

the cow and it felt so weird.  After that we had a bumpy tractor ride around 

most of the farm.  Later, we went to the Discovery Centre.  I learnt that deer 

lose their antlers every year.  We had lunch then we fed the animals and they 

kept licking my hand.  Then we went to the dog show and it was incredible.  

Finally, we went to the baby animals and the pigs.  Then we got back onto the 

bus and went back to school.  It was incredible. 



 



Thank you to everyone who raised money as part of our Fun Run. 

The following students were awarded prizes for raising the most money overall and in 

each grade. 

Congratulations on all your efforts! 

 

Tablet Prize  Overall Riley C - 5P 

 

Sports Ball Prizes  

  PB Sienna W    PO Francis C-F 

  PT Quinn G    1F Bronik V 

  1LS Rafi B    1R Josh S 

  1S Charlotte M   2C Sanchaya A 

  2K River S    2P Kayden M 

  2S Aston W    3K Josh A 

  3M Charlie S    3T Jacob C 

  4K Kallan K    4L Minh Minh T 

  4P Aleyna S    5B Oliver O'K 

  5F Jackson M    5P Amelia H 

  6C Natalie W    6N Esther B 

  6W Gemma S 
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