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SCHOOL CAMPS 2023 

I’m very pleased to say that we will be able to provide a camp program for all year levels 3 to 6 next year. 

You may or may not be aware of the Time in Lieu provision for school staff, other than for Principal Class 

members, that was ratified in the new Victorian Government Schools Agreement (VSGA) recently. This 

provision acknowledges the hours school staff work beyond their 38-hour designated week. 

Events such as school camps obviously accrue Time in Lieu hours for school staff who are required to   

attend them. Frustratingly for school principals, the DET have made no provision in school budgets to 

meet the additional cost of Time in Lieu and parents cannot be charged for Time in Lieu costs.   

Consequently, the Time in Lieu cost to school budgets runs into thousands of dollars per camp. 

Many schools have been revaluating their capacity to operate school camps because of this. I have been 

doing exactly that here too. 

With our enrolments for next year rising to about 600 (an increase of 20 students), coupled with some 

staffing changes, we can, as I said above, operate camps for grades 3-6 children next year without      

compromising other programs. I am so pleased, not to mention relieved! 

Due to the hardship that we faced during the first two years of the pandemic, the DET have offered our 
school one additional “free” camp next year under the Positive Start program. By “free” the DET means 

“at no cost to parents”. We must still to pick up the cost of the Time in Lieu provision. 

This year we offered the “free” camp to our grade 3 students.  I have decided to do the same for next 

year, given that our grade 3 cohort will be the largest in our school, with 97 students. 

We are now in the process of finalising which camps our students will be attending and when during the 

year – as soon as we have completed this, I will let you know the details. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 



 

OPEN CLASSROOMS DAY: MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER 

We were unable to provide an Open Day earlier in the year due to the pandemic conditions. With      

restrictions now relaxed, we can provide parents with the opportunity to visit the school and enjoy      

seeing what your children are doing. Nonetheless, with the Time in Lieu provisions applying to the hours 

school staff are required to attend school beyond 4.30pm, it would be too costly for us to provide an 

evening event. 

Hence our Open Classrooms program will operate from 3.30pm to 4.30pm on Monday 28 

November. 

Please feel most welcome to attend – we are all looking forward very keenly to having you visit and        

enjoy. It has been a very hard time for everyone these past 3 years - whilst it is just one hour after 

school, it means a lot. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

Q. Why aren’t school uniforms compulsory at our school?  

A.  This question is raised from time to time. Our initial school council, in 1989, spent considerable time 

debating the merits and otherwise of having our school uniform compulsory or optional. They settled for 

optional and in doing so, selected a very attractive range of clothing with blue and gold as the colours. 

Over the years, we’ve added to that range and altered styles as fashions change. We’ve also conducted 

whole school surveys on several occasions, and on each occasion a clear majority of parents voted to 

continue with our optional school uniform approach.  

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Interesting how often we say, “I’ll try’’ rather than “I’ll do” 
 

 

 

DIARY DATES: 

 

ISS vs Beaconhills    Friday 11th November 

Remembrance Day Service    Friday 11th November  

Prep 2023 Transition (Story Time)  Tuesday 15th November 

HEE Excursion to Healesville Sanctuary  Wednesday 16th November  

ISS vs Kilberry Valley    Friday 18th November 

 
 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE  

Tomorrow, we will be holding a Remembrance Day Service 

at the ANZAC Garden (near the basketball courts) at 

3:00pm. We invite any members of our community to join 

us for the commemorative service. The Junior School 

Council will be selling poppies leading up to Remembrance 

Day. 

 

We have had a fantastic response to the sale of poppy badges and merchandise and have now sold 

out. Thank you for your support.   

 

 
PREP TRANSITION  

The sun came out to welcome our 2023 foundation students on Tuesday this week. Their smiles and        

enthusiasm were infectious, as they busied themselves in the community garden. A small group of our senior 

students assisted the new students in the garden to do some planting and a garden scavenger hunt. We look 

forward to their next visit which will be story time in the library next week.  

 

CLASSROOM INVITE Monday November 28th 3:30pm-4:30pm 

We would like to welcome all families to visit their child’s classroom on Monday 28th of November after 

school. This is an opportunity for the children to share with you what they have been working on so far this 

term. The specialist classrooms will also be open, for families who would like to have a look around.   

 

LOST PROPERTY 

The lost property bins are over-flowing. The clothing will be sorted and placed along the corridor next 

week. Please check if your child has any missing items of clothing and have a look at the items along the main 

corridor. Named items will be returned to their rightful owners. Thank you for your assistance. 

 

 
ANGLICARE VICTORIA  

Anglicare Victoria offers expert and proven support designed to keep families healthy, connected and in  

control. These include a broad range of inclusive family and parenting services and programs at locations 

across the state. 

Family and Parenting Support - Anglicare Victoria 

Click on this link to view some of the up-and-coming events. Events Archive - Anglicare Victoria 

10TH November – Living with Autism 

14th November – Building Solutions, supporting families that have been impacted by family violence 

22nd November- Resilience through Transitions, strategies to support children starting school.  

https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/our-services/family-and-parenting-support/
https://www.anglicarevic.org.au/events/?category=parentzone


 

 
 

Congratulations to the following students 

who received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 



 
We are very pleased to announce the winners for the Halloween Art Competition for each 
year level. Along with Mrs Zammit and the 5/6 art club, we would like to thank everyone for 
their very generous donations to the flood victims in Victoria.  
 
Berwick Lodge raised a fantastic $333.65 which will go to those who need it most.  
 
There were so many amazing entries, it was so hard to decide. A huge well done to all who 
entered. The 5/6 art club had the hard job of helping choose the winners. 
In the end we decided on two students from each year level.  
 
The following students received a prize this week and have their work on display with a  
ribbon in the corridor.  
 
Congratulations : 
Clem Prep T, 
Flynn Prep O 
             
Chloe 1F, 
Aidan 1LS 
     
Marcus 2P,  
Kenzie 2C 
 
Isaac 3M, Ruby M 3K 
Ruby 4L,Jono 4P 
   
Jackson 5F, Amelia 5P 
Alysha 6N, Amelia 6N 
 
Congratulations to all the winners and thank you again for   
everyone's contribution. You can still see all the entries in the corridors this week.  
 
And whilst we are celebrating, we are very proud to share that Catherine in Gr 5B has been 
awarded a Merit award for her piece she entered into the Casey Creations Art Competition. 
Catherine has been invited to an evening at Bunjil Place to receive her award. Fantastic ef-
forts Catherine, amazing results! 
 
We are still in need of 2 litre clear plastic bottles, such as coke/lemonade soda bottles 
which are circular, would be perfect.  
 

 
 
Always grateful for everyone’s donations, thank you.  
 
Keep creating 
Mrs Zammit 
Visual Arts Teacher 



 



 
 

Do you have any clothing that your child 

may have borrowed from sickbay? 

 

If so, can you please wash and return 

these items as soon as possible. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you have any overdue library  books at home, 

please return them as soon as possible. 

 

Issue 8 of Book Club is now available.  

Orders need to be placed by 1st of December, for delivery by the end of term. 

 

This edition contains lots of latest editions/sequels to series, Christmas stories, 

craft items, Graphic novels and some great non-fiction books. Don’t forget to use 

the GIFT function if you would like the books to be a surprise, and we will let you 

know when they are available to collect from the office. 

 

Happy Reading Everyone, 

Mrs Tsekouras and Ms Taylor 
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