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20TH OCTOBER 2022

REPORT WRITING DAY - MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER
NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
MAINTENANCE OF ARTIFICIAL TURF PLAY AREA
You may have noticed that our artificial turf play area, utilised by our grade 3-6 children during school
hours has been ‘refreshed’. A part of our ongoing maintenance program, this area has been professionally
cleaned and re-sanded. This will ensure greater longevity of use in addition to looking better. As with all
infrastructure, ongoing maintenance costs must be built into our school budget. Many schools are
replacing significant tracts of grassed areas with artificial turf. We have done so on a very limited basis.
The main reason for this is that artificial surfaced playing areas do have a limited life span and their
replacement costs are very expensive.
REBOOTING OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN
I am really pleased tell you that this is happening right now. During our recent school holidays our
landscaping contractor cleaned up the community garden as it had become somewhat overgrown with
weeds and excessive growth of some plants and shrubs. With that completed, garden club has restarted,
and our students are now in the process of planting a variety of seedlings in the garden beds. Many of
these seedlings are vegetables and when they mature, they will be available for purchase at a nominal cost
with the proceeds being reinvested in the garden.
MEASLES CASE
We have received notification of a confirmed case of Measles at school. Individual grades will be notified
separately, however we are asking our families to be vigilant and if your child is experiencing any
symptoms (fever, runny nose, dry cough, sore eyes, red and blotchy skin rash) to please consult your
doctor.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. When will you be inviting parent requests for grade placement for 2023?
A. I will be inviting parent requests in early to mid-November. In doing so I do have clear guidelines for
this process. See below:
“As is my policy, when inviting parents with strong reasons for making a grade placement request for their child/
ren should do so in writing, addressed to me, either in hard copy or via our school email.
Please note: in making grade placement requests, please do not make a multiple set of requests
within your request. By this I mean, for example, making a request to have your child placed with
2 or 3 friends, and not with a list of other children (I have received such lists with up to 6 children
requested not be placed with the child in question!) and a suggested teacher for the child. At this
point I despair. If you will be making a request, and by the way, I repeat – you really should have
very strong reasons for your request, then it’s best to let me know your top request and why.”
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘Conspiracy theories thrive in the minefield that is the human mind, playing
endlessly on and with our frailties’

DIARY DATES:

Interschool Sports
Crazy Hair Day
Interschool Sports
Report Writing Day
3-6 House Athletics Day

Friday 21st October
Friday 28th October
Friday 28th October
Monday 31st October
Thursday 3rd November
HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn new
things at school every day. Students who are regularly absent from school are at risk of missing fundamental
aspects of their educational and social development. The Victorian Governments “Everyday Counts”
initiative promotes the fact that regular school attendance enables students to maximise their full potential
and to actively participate and engage in their learning. It is important
that children develop habits or regular attendance at an early age.
Children with attendance of 80 per cent or less (that is, 40 days or more
absenteeism per year) may be significantly disadvantaged in their learning.
If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let your child’s
teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every
day. Our Assistant Principal or school staff will contact you if there are
any concerns about your child’s attendance or punctuality.
Remember EVERYDAY COUNTS!
CURRICULUM DAY – MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER
Monday 31st October is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day.
Tuesday 1st November is a public holiday; so therefore, the school will be closed.
P – 2 CROSS COUNTRY
It was a glorious morning for the P-2 Cross Country. Congratulations to all the students for dressing in their
house colours and completing the course with enthusiasm and excitement. A big shout out to Mrs Whitelaw
and the specialist teachers for running the event. It was great to see our parent community cheering our
young runners to the finish line.

HELMETED HONEYEATER AMBASSADORS
To celebrate National Bird Week, the Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassadors visited Yellingbo Nature
Conservation Reserve to participate in the ‘Aussie Bird Count’.
Website:: aussiebirdcount.org.au
Luke, Grace, Luka, Anastasija, Jamie and Sienna focused on the sights and sounds to identify and count the
birds in the Conservation Reserve. Luckily, we had the expertise of Eliza, the Environmental Coordinator for
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater, and an important pair of binoculars to help identify the birds as they
darted through the trees. We were excited to see a helmeted honeyeater as well as a large variety of
different species.

All of the ambassadors were outstanding as they asked thought provoking questions about the different
species and accurately recorded the birds they saw. We also visited the site where we had previously
planted 100 trees to check their progress and the nursery to see the growth of the seeds we had sown

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King

Congratulations to the following students
who received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

The Preps had SO much fun at the
Pevan & Sarah concert on
Tuesday October 18th.They danced
and sang all of the songs and
loved seeing them in concert.
Some comments from the students
are below:
My favourite part of the concert was singing and dancing- Sara PO
I liked ‘It’s Rhyme Time’ the best - Eastyn PO
This is the best day of my life!! - Macey PB
It was terrific because Pevan and Sarah sang the Tidy Up Song - Isaiah S PB
I loved when Sarah came into the audience- Maddie PT
I loved all of the songs that Pevan and Sarah sung- Ollie PT
I liked the ‘Give It a Go Song’ and the bus trip!- Cooper PT
I thought it was funny when Sarah wrote the P back to front. Quinn PT

BERWICK LODGE 3-6
HOUSE ATHLETICS DAY
Our annual House Athletics Competition is being held on:
Thursday 3rd November 2022.
On the day, students will participate in all the events with their
age group and are encouraged to wear house colours. Please
ensure your child has a hat, sun-smart clothing and sunblock
for the day. The day will run from 9.00 am - 3 pm.

We will require some assistance from parent helpers on the day
with the Relay Race, Hurdles, Sprints, High Jump and Long
Jump. The day will run from 9.20 am- 3 pm.
If you are interested in helping on the day, please fill in the letter
coming out soon on the portal.
Thank you
Lia Whitelaw
PE coordinator

If you have any overdue library books at home,
please return them as soon as possible.

Issue 7 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. There are some new and exciting
books available, 2022 best sellers plus loads of Halloween and Christmas inspired titles.
This is a great opportunity to purchase some wonderful books for the special people in
your life. Please be aware there is a special feature available for GIFT GIVING. All you
need to do is select the gift function when ordering, then we will call you to collect your
books from the office, rather than your children bring them home. What better gift than
to inspire a LOVE of READING?
This issue will close TOMORROW at 3.30pm.
A percentage of sales is also donated back to Berwick Lodge
Primary School to purchase some new resources for the
library.
Happy Reading Everyone,
Mrs Tsekouras

If any of these items belong to you, please come to the office for collection.
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