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UPDATED COVID-19 ADVICE FOR VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS:                 

EFFECTIVE FROM 13 OCTOBER  

• COVIDSafe measures for schools 

COVIDSafe measures have changed but all Victorian government schools are required to continue to 

implement important practices to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission. Schools must continue 

to take the important steps of ensuring air purifiers are in use, external ventilation is maximised, 

good personal hygiene is encouraged and face masks continue to be made available for staff, students 

and visitors who wish to wear them. 

• COVIDSafe Plan 

The revised Safety Management Plan for COVID-19 (COVIDSafe Plan) applies to all school, outlines 

the key health and safety risks, and links to the latest guidance.  

• Vaccinations  

Staff and students are strongly recommended to ensure they keep up-to-date with all recommended 

and available COVID-19 vaccinations as vaccinations are the best way to protect individuals, families 

and school communities from the severe effects of COVID-19 and reduce the spread of the virus. 

Vaccination is no longer mandatory for staff or visitors in any Victorian school, in-

cluding specialist schools.  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

 

REPORT WRITING DAY - MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER  

NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT SCHOOL 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/occupational-health-and-safety-management-system-ohsms/guidance/covid-19-employee-health


Vaccination is no longer mandatory for staff or visitors in any Victorian school, including specialist 

schools 

 

• Rapid antigen testing 

It is recommended that rapid antigen tests (RATs) are used by students and staff when symptomatic. 

The Department of Health recommends that all Victorians should report their RAT result to the  

Department of Health online, or by calling 1800 675 398. 

Students (or their parents) should also report a positive result to their school, either through the 

COVID Test portal or by phone or written notification. 

Where a parent/carer informs the school by phone or written notification, the school should      

complete the Schools COVID Case Management Tool. 

 
• Face masks 

Current advice from the Victorian government is available at 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/face-masks 

Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask should be supported to do so, and schools should 

continue to make face masks available for staff, students and visitors. 

The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close    

contact of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home. 

Additionally, the Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who 

has COVID-19 for at least 7 days after a positive test when they need to leave home. 

 
• Infection prevention and control  

All staff, students and visitors to schools should practise good hand hygiene, particularly on arrival to 

school, before and after eating, after blowing their nose, coughing, sneezing or using the toilet. Staff 

should direct or supervise young students where required. 

 
• Management of suspected cases of COVID-19 in schools 

A ‘suspected’ case means a person who displays any COVID-19 symptoms who has not yet tested      

positive for COVID-19.  

The staff member, student or visitor who is symptomatic should be recommended to undergo testing 

for COVID-19. Parents of students who are symptomatic should be asked to collect their child from 

school and to keep them home until they are no longer symptomatic. 

Berwick Lodge PS will be following this guidance and parents will be called to collect 

their child from school if they are showing any COVID-19 symptoms (eg: cough; sore 

throat; runny/stuffy nose; fever; shortness of breath; loss of taste/smell) 

 

• Management of confirmed cases at school 

The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive to COVID-19 report that 

result to their employer, school and household. 

Where a student or staff member is identified as a positive case, the following steps should be taken: 

 Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID-19 COVID Test Portal if a student tests 

positive to COVID-19 (via a PCR or rapid antigen test) or notify the school via phone or portal. 

Where a parent/carer informs the school by phone or written notification, the school should 

complete the Schools COVID Case Management Tool. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covid19reporting.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/face-masks
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/symptoms-and-risks
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covid19reporting.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 Students who report a positive result are recommended to isolate for a minimum of 5 days and 

not attend school until their symptoms have resolved. Students who isolate as a result of a  

positive COVID-19 test should be supported in the same way as students with an extended  

absence due to illness or injury, with learning materials provided to support their continued 

learning. 

 There is no longer a requirement for principals to inform the school community of a positive 

case associated with the school.  
Schools must treat health information, including positive COVID-19 test results, in accordance with 

the Schools’ Privacy Policy. COVID-19 diagnoses are not to be shared or discussed unless the       

individual (or their parent/carer) provides consent, or unless schools are legally obliged or authorised 

to do so.  

• Students who may be medically at-risk 

Schools must ensure students with medical needs have an up-to-date Student Health Support Plan 

and accompanying condition-specific health management plan (such as an Asthma Action Plan), based 

on individualised medical advice from the student’s medical or health practitioner, and in consultation 

with the student and parents and carers.  

 

VISIT TO BLPS BY MR DAVID HOWES, DEPUTY SECRETARY, DET  

Yesterday we had the pleasure of a visit to our school by Mr David Howes, a highlight being an     

interview conducted with Mr Howes by our school captains, Georgina and Quinn.  The interview can 

be accessed on Casey Radio 97.7FM from next week via streaming. It will also be available on The 

Viewpoints Podcast series which I host and is available on all major platforms.  

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESIONS (FAQs) 

Q. If my child is not graduating this year but will be leaving Berwick Lodge next year, 

when should I inform the school?  

A. ASAP. We really appreciate early notification of children currently in grades P-5 who will be 

leaving us next year – this being very valuable in assisting us with our forward planning. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘We can all be inventors if we view the passage of time as an opportunity to 
grow personally’ 

 

DIARY DATES: 

 

Pevan and Sarah     Tuesday 18th October 

Junior School Cross Country Fun Run Thursday 20th October 

Interschool Sports    Friday 21st October 

Crazy Hair Day    Friday 28th October 

Report Writing Day     Monday 31st October 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 

 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/health-care-needs/policy
https://asthma.org.au/about-asthma/live-with-asthma/asthma-action-plan/


 

 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS– Gender and Identity.  

Both home and school are appropriate places for young people to be taught to respect differences. 

Providing gender inclusive education is an example of how schools teach children to not judge others 

based on race, sexuality, identity, family type, class, or religion. Teaching students about gender identity 

is a step toward further offering this protection. This term, the Respectful Relationships topics will focus 

on developing positive relationships, learn to appreciate peoples’ differences, challenge stereotype’s, 

identify hurtful behaviours, and practice help seeking.  

 

SAFE STEPS- Walk Against Family Violence 

Safe Steps would like to invite you to take part in the Walk Against Family Violence 2022 (WAFV2022) 

on Friday 25 November. 

For the first time since 2019, Safe Steps is organising an in-

person event, supported by Respect Victoria as Principal Partner. 

The walk will begin at Parliament House at 11.30am and 

conclude at Carlton Gardens. More information at the link 

walk.safesteps.org.au 

Individual walks and community walks are encouraged in local 

areas, particularly in regional and rural communities, if you are 

unable to join the main Safe Steps event. Don't forget to register 

your walk at the link. 

Together, we can prevent domestic and family violence and    

violence against women. You can show your support for         

victim-survivors and help send a message across Victoria that  

domestic and family violence and violence against women is   

never okay by organising a walk, wearing orange, and sharing a video or photo from your walk using the 

hashtag #WAFV2022, #WhyWeWalk and #WAFV hashtags on social media. 

 

ARRIVING EARLY AT SCHOOL 

We have noticed that some students are arriving at school very early. Students should not to be arriving 

at school any earlier than 8:45 am, unless they are supervised by their parents/carers or enrolled in the 

Before School Care Program. We do not have any adult supervision on the school yard before 8:45am. 

Thanks for your assistance with this matter.  

 

5/6 INTERSCHOOL SPORT 

The students in year 5 and 6 have begun the Summer Interschool Sports. There is 

a healthy rivalry against the schools in our local area. Good luck to the students 

competing in volleystars, basketball, cricket, softball and rounders. 

 

CURRICULUM DAY – MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER 

Monday 31st October is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this 

day. Tuesday 1st November is a public holiday; so therefore the school will be closed. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafesteps.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6de32ae3d2cbae5a30692e09d%26id%3Da8f8230b18%26e%3D3cadbfdc85&data=05%7C01%7CAngela.Maskery%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce724d9d8d44b443c5e3f08da
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsafesteps.us12.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6de32ae3d2cbae5a30692e09d%26id%3D0920681bb6%26e%3D3cadbfdc85&data=05%7C01%7CAngela.Maskery%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce724d9d8d44b443c5e3f08da


Angela Maskery and Sharyn King 

 

YEAR 2 SOCCER CLINICS 

The year 2 students had a wonderful time on Wednesday at their soccer clinic. With lots of skills on 

show, we might have some future stars in the Men’s and Women’s A-League. 

 

 



 

 
 

Congratulations to the following students 

who     received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 



 



 

 

Berwick Lodge Junior School  Cross      

Country Fun Run 

 
 

The children in Prep to Grade 2 will take part in the Junior School Cross Country Fun Run 
on Thursday 20th October between 9:30—11:00 am. The event will take place on both the 
Grade 1 / 2 and 5 / 6 ovals. 
 
Times : 
Grade 2  9:30 -10:00 am  

Grade 1 10:00-10:30 am 

Prep  10:30-11:00 am 

The children will be running for their House Team and 
are welcome to wear clothes in their house colour. They 
should wear appropriate shoes for running and bring a 
drink bottle for the event.  
 
Please note:  

There will be an area marked off for the students to sit in at the top of the 5/6 oval (this 

will be the start and finish line area). We ask that parents please stay behind these 

marked areas and off the oval so that teachers can organise their classes for the race 

and the event can take place without interruptions.   

 

Due to privacy policies, we ask that you only take photos of your own child and do so 

once they have returned to their class area. Please also check with their teacher, so that 

children don’t get separated from their class.  

 

Thank you 
Lia Whitelaw  
P. E .  C O O R D I N ATO R  
 

 



 
 

Did you borrow a library book in term 3? 

If so, these books are now OVERDUE. 

 

Please return all library books as soon as possible. 

 

 

If any of these items belong to you, please come to the office for collection. 
 

 

 

Issue 7 of Scholastic Book Club is now available. There are some new and exciting 

books available, 2022 best sellers plus loads of Halloween and Christmas inspired titles. 

This is a great opportunity to purchase some wonderful books for the special people in 

your life. Please be aware there is a special feature available for GIFT GIVING. All you 

need to do is select the gift function when ordering, then we will call you to collect your 

books from the office, rather than your children bring them home. What better gift than 

to inspire a LOVE of READING? 
 

This issue will close on the 21st of October at 3.30pm. 

A percentage of sales is also donated back to Berwick Lodge 

Primary School to purchase some new resources for the    

library. 
 

Happy Reading Everyone, 

Mrs Tsekouras 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 


