NEWSLETTER N0 28

8TH SEPTEMBER 2022

TERM 3 ENDS - FRIDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER AT 2:30PM
FIRST DAY OF TERM 4 - MONDAY 3RD OCTOBER
CANTEEN WILL REOPEN - WEDNESDAY 5TH OCTOBER

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
Many thanks to everyone who has been able to make a voluntary contribution to our school to date this
year. We most sincerely appreciate this. In saying this, we remain hopeful of receiving more voluntary
contributions between now and the end of the year.
As you would be aware, the DET have directed schools to ensure that parents know that all payments
are strictly voluntary from this year on.
We have certainly honoured this directive and respect parents’ rights to not pay any voluntary
contribution if they so choose. Nonetheless, the new policy direction has to date had quite a substantial
impact on the level of local funds we have received and it would be wrong of me to say that this does not
have a negative impact on what we provide in the way of resources for all children.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
SCHOOL REVIEW UPDATE
We have now completed Day 2 of our school review – a field work day in which the Reviewer and
Challenge Partners (external principals) have met with students, staff and parents seeking their input to
how our school has operated over the past 4 years. We will have the final day of the review on Monday
during which the plan for our new School Strategic Plan will be developed. Many thanks to those parents
who were able to contribute to the review process earlier this week.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. Must my child live in our school zone to be enrolled in Berwick lodge next year?
A. No – we are still taking out of zone enrolments – if you are asked this question, you can reassure
those who enquire that we still have room for non-local zone students in 2023.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘Avoiding reality can appear to be a desirable path to nowhere’

DIARY DATES:

JSC Footy Colours Dress Up Day
Last Day of Term 3

Friday 16th September
Friday 16th September

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

SUNSMART - Hats
SUNSMART Berwick Lodge is a registered Sun Smart school. We are committed to ensuring our students are protected
from too much UV. This is now the time that students are required to wear a Sun Smart hat when participating in any
outdoor activities. Sun Smart recommends SPF30 or higher broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen be applied to any
skin not covered by clothing. Teachers do not apply sunscreen for students, but we do support strategies to help remind
students to apply sunscreen themselves before heading outdoors.
Please help support this message at home by:
• Supplying your child with SPF30 or higher, broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen for use during school hours
• Talk to your child about the importance of wearing a hat and using sunscreen regularly to help prevent skin damage and
skin cancer
• Ensure your child knows how to apply their sunscreen independently and has had some practise so they will be all set to
apply it safely at school
• Be a Sun Smart role model at home with sunscreen, hats, clothing, shade and sunglasses

Basketball Competition
On the 5th and 7th of September, the grade ⅚ kids
played a basketball tournament. It was really fun as I was
one of the players and a person who helped make it
happen. It was really hot on both days which made it
hard to compete. Monday was the first round of games.
They were 20 minutes each.
It was team 1v2. Team 3v4. Team 5v6. Team 7v8.
The scores for 1v2 were 18-14 in Team 1’s favour.
The scores for 3v4 were 16-1 in team 4’s favour.
The scores for 5v6 were 24-14 in team 5’s favour.
The scores for 7v8 were 12-3 in favour of team 8.
The finals were played separately on Wednesday.
There were 2 preliminary finals followed by a grand final.
The teams were: team 1v5 and team 4v8.
The scores of the first prelim was 26-24 in favour of
team 5.
The scores for the second prelim was 12-11 in favour of team 8.
That meant it was team 5v8 in the grand final.
It was low-scoring and tough but team 8 broke away and won 6-4.
Everyone had a great time and it was so fun. So fun, in fact, that we might make a ¾ basketball tournament. So stay tuned!
By Martin,6W
Helmeted Honey Eater Ambassadors
Mrs King and the Ambassadors visited the Yellingbo
Indigenous Nursery. The Nursery grows and sells plants
native to the area to support all the plants and animals in
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve. The students
potted 350 plants from cuttings, 350 plants from seed
pricking and 7 trays of seeds for germination in the
hothouse. Michelle and Eliza were the experts who
taught us these different planting techniques. We were
also lucky to see various bird life, including the
yellow-tailed black cockatoo.

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

Over the past few weeks the students have been reading some of the Children’s
Book Council Awards – shortlisted books from the Early Childhood Category.
During BOOK WEEK the classes were able to vote on their favourite story.
The three books were Jetty Jumping, When The Waterhole Dries Up and
What Do You Call Your Grandma?
After reading the stories and having class discussions the final votes are:
What Do You Call your Grandma? – 138 votes
Tie for Jetty Jumping - 176 votes
When The Waterhole Dries Up – 176 votes
Thank you to everyone who voted.
HAPPY READING,
Mrs Tsekouras and Ms Taylor

Chookas to our 2022 BLPS Mass Dancers who are performing
this Saturday 10th September in the John Cain Arena!

It is finally show week! All the hard work and rehearsals will come
together in the Victorian State School Spectacular performance.
The students have learned a whopping 8 dances. We are so excited
and proud of each and everyone of the students involved for their
dedication and efforts over the last few months.
We cannot wait to see you perform!
Lorraine Montgomery
Performing Arts Teacher

There is a new Art competition in town!
Casey Creations is back for 2022 for Grades 5/6.
Please see the attached information. I would love to see some students enter
this, as we have so many wonderful talented artists in our senior grades. A
great activity for the school holidays!
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come and see Mrs Zammit.
All entries must be completed online through the website.
Best of luck!

Enrolments for 2023 are now open!
Any siblings starting Prep in 2023 and haven’t already returned their enrolment forms,
please do so as soon as possible.
If you know of any friends or family who are interested
in attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them
to contact the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an
email to berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Do you have any spare clothing that your
child may have borrowed from sickbay
throughout term 3?
If so, can you please wash and return these
items as soon as possible

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday.
However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed
(ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

