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PUPIL-FREE DAY - MONDAY 22ND AUGUST

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
GREAT TO BE BACK
It truly is! Even more so, given the outstanding staff our school has. I’ve often said that an important
measure of an outstanding team is that no matter which member of the team is absent, the impact on
the team in their absence is minimal. Thank you to everyone.

CAR PARKING BEHAVIOUR
I must say that I was very disappointed to hear of several incidents related to traffic issues, before
and after school by some parents whilst I was away. It was reported to me that last week two fathers
almost came to fisticuffs over driving/parking issues at our school. That really was deplorable
behaviour and an awful example for our children to witness. My advice is to take the registration
number of the car of whomever is doing the wrong thing in their driving/parking and report the
matter to Victoria Police. They have the authority to follow up such incidents without the risk of
heated words being exchanged and matters getting out of hand.
Equally disappointing for me to hear was the case of a parent stopping their car on the roadway, not
even bothering to move to the kerbside and ushering their child out of the car! Really, that’s beyond
the pale.
I have contacted the City of Casey, citing my concerns over traffic issues at our school and they have
assured me that they will increase the level of patrols in our precinct in future

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
PROMPT RETURN OF PERMISSION NOTICES
We are concerned at the growing level of reminders that our administration staff are making, almost
on a daily basis, to parents on this matter. I understand that the pressure is on everyone, and with
life so hectic these days, we can all forget to attend promptly to “paperwork” sometimes. However,
it’s almost out of control here at times with our admin staff sending out multiple reminders and
making multiple phone calls to families. We do have a policy that there is a cut-off point for receiving
permission notices for children to attend events. Unfortunately, some children miss out on attending
the event if we do not receive parent permission for them to attend This cut-off point is not the
morning of the event or the hour before children board the bus, notwithstanding exceptional
circumstances.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. What was the highlight of your trip to Canada and Alaska?
A. It’s hardly school related, though nonetheless I have been asked it many times since I‘ve been
back. There was no single highlight because there were so many of differing yet equally awe-inspiring
and interesting value. From a scenic point of view, the Canadian Rocky Mountains are simply
breathtaking. The quiet wilderness and rugged beauty of Alaska is something else. Quebec is a city so
different to all others in Canada with its rich history which includes the Anglo-French and
Canadian - American wars in the 1700s and very French flavour these days. As a child I came across
the work of Lucy Maude Montgomery – Anne of Green Gables most popularly. To visit her home
and the places of inspiration for her writing on Prince Edward Island was a very special treat. Most
important of all to me has been the chance to learn and grow, something which travelling to other
countries and meeting other people and experiencing their cultures enables me to do.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘The depth of your horizon defines the breadth of your comfort zone’

DIARY DATES:

Grade 2 Swimming
Grade 6 Swimming
Literacy Festival
Prep Swimming
PPD - Student Free Day
Book Character Dress Up Day

Monday 8th August - Friday 12th August
Monday 8th August - Friday 12th August
Thursday 11th August and Thursday 18th August
Monday 15th August - Friday 19th August
Monday 22nd August
Thursday 25th August

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

COMMONWEALTH GAMES
As the Commonwealth Games took centre stage in Birmingham and our televisions, the Grade Twos
kicked into action. Each grade was given a neighbouring country to Australia to support, represent and
study. 2P learnt all about the rich cultures and traditions of Vanuatu, 2K learnt about the climate and food
of Papua New Guinea, 2S looked into the vast landscapes of New Zealand and 2C enjoyed the tropics of
Fiji. Each day, a daily task was set to give each country the chance to win a medal for their class. Daily
tasks included the most homework handed in, hula hoop teamwork, furthest throw, medal design and
colouring and the most 6 out of 6’s on their weekly spelling test. As the week progressed, grades learnt
more and more about their countries, watched them perform on the big screen and tracked their medal
progress during math lessons. On Friday, the grades celebrated their countries with pride, dressing up in
their flag colours and competed in an exciting and entertaining Mini Commonwealth Games afternoon.
Students worked as a team to compete in egg and spoon races, musical statues, target throwing and fill
the bucket games. On behalf of the grade two teachers, I would like to say well done on a fantastic week
of learning, teamwork and competing. Each grade won well earnt medals and should be proud of their
efforts.
Report by: Mrs Nicole Perfect

LITERATURE FESTIVAL-Author Visit:
Would you rather be struck by lightning or never use technology again? Hilarious and interesting, we
learnt the many perks of Tristan Bancks and how he writes his outstanding books. We were told many
stories of evil magpies and villainous siblings as well as what it is like to write your own books. His words
sparked an interest in all of the Grade 6 students today as he spoke to us in the library as part of the
Literacy Festival. Are you inspired? What could you write next?
(Esther 6N)
Have you ever read a book that is just inspiring and so creative and wonder how the author wrote it? Well
today inspiring book writer, Tristan Bancks, came to speak to us about his books. Not only that, he told us
how he makes the books and even gave us some important tips. In his amazing books you could feel the
stress and tension of the characters, as he read to us and we were all left wanting more!
(William 6N)

Cops and Robbers, Detention- these are just some of the many inspiring and ingenious novels written by
none other than the wonderful Tristan Bancks! Year 6 were privileged to experience his writing tips,
listen to some of his intriguing stories and her some mischievous stories based on his experiences with
his sister. We were left in suspense by his many inspiring novels leaving us all wanting more. Tristan
showed us writing tips, including not to be too tough on yourself, read often, write everything down and
many more. Thanks Tristan Bancks for the incredible experience this morning. I know we will be reading
your books very soon!
(Lara 6N)

CHILDREN WITH LEARNING CHALLENGES:
There are online tools and resources that can help support your child's learning difficulties. Please click
on the link below to access the information:
Online tools and resources for learning difficulties | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au)
They include:
• advice and information about learning difficulties
• tools that can support your child's learning at home
tools and resources to develop your child's literacy and numeracy.
PARENTLINE
Parenting is not always easy. From time to time, all families can benefit from
extra support. Parentline is a department service. Parentline is a confidential and
anonymous phone counselling service for parents and carers of children and
teenagers in Victoria.
We offer counselling, information, and support around a range of parenting
issues. A qualified and professional counsellor will be available to:
•
discuss any issues that impact on parenting and parent/carer-child
relationships
•
assist with developing strategies for positive parenting and personal coping
•
promote and contribute to the resilience and wellbeing of families
•
support the linking of families with their local community resources and services
LOST PROPERTY
We have a mountain of lost property that will be sorted this week. Any clearly named items will be
returned to their rightful owner and the remining items will be placed along the main corridor until Friday
of next week. If your child has missing items, please take the time to walk along the main corridor and
have a look.

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

AUTHOR VISIT – TRISTAN BANCKS
BOOK PURCHASES
The Grade 3-6 students attending the presentation for each year level by author, Tristan Bancks today.
His presentations were outstanding.
If you would like to purchase a signed copy of one of Tristan’s book for your child/ren, please click on
the link below.
https://bancksmelb2022.eventbrite.com.au
Eventbrite is normally a ticketing website but in this case instead of entry tickets, the 'tickets' have been
set up as book sales. You can order the book and pay via a secure website (inc PayPal & Google Pay
options). A receipt and confirmation will be sent directly to your email address. Please choose the
school in the dropdown menu and also add the student name/year level, on each book purchased.
Orders will be left open until Sunday 14th August 2022 - books will be delivered to school in the
following week and distributed to your child.

Hi BLPS families,
This term, in week 7, we will be having our annual CBCA Book Week celebrations and we
are very excited to be having our book week dress up day on Thursday August 25th. The
CBCA have been celebrating book week since 1945 and the theme for 2022 is: Dreaming
with eyes wide open.
Students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite book
character. This is always a fun day for both students and staff and a
wonderful way to engage in literacy activities and highlight the
importance of reading.
The students will be read the CBCA shortlisted picture books
during library sessions and then they will be able to vote on which
one is their favourite. I wonder which one will be the most
popular?
If you have any questions regarding the day please see your child’s
classroom teacher. We cannot wait to see what creative costumes
are created this year.
Many thanks,

Berwick Lodge Primary are very excited to be participating in the The Victorian State
Schools Spectacular concert in the John Cain Arena on Saturday 10th September 2022. The
concert will be aired on Channel 7 in December!
The annual Victorian State Schools Spectacular program is an invaluable performing arts
opportunity for Victoria’s government primary and secondary school students.
The program showcases and unites government school communities through working towards a
common goal of more students reaching the highest level of achievement in the arts, ensuring
kids are happy, healthy and resilient, and building pride in our schools.
16 of our Berwick Lodge students are participating in the Mass Dance component. They have
been working since February to learn 8 dance routines that they will perform in the concert
next month! The students have attended regional rehearsals at Officer Secondary College and I
am so proud of how hard they have worked to learn the choreography.
We will be performing a different routine at the Monday morning assemblies over the next few
weeks so look out!
Lorraine Montgomery
Performing Arts Teacher

Enrolments for 2023 are now open!
Any siblings starting Prep in 2023 and haven’t already returned their enrolment forms,
please do so as soon as possible.
If you know of any friends or family who are interested
in attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them
to contact the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an
email to berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday.
However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed
(ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.

If any of these items belong to you,
please come to the office for collection.
If any of the items belong to you, please collect from the office

Thank you to everyone who purchased books from
Book Club.
We sold $947.00 worth of books and were given
$189.00 to spend as rewards.
The new books will be available in the library very
soon.

HOOP TIME NEEDS YOUR HELP
Hoop time is a basketball program for primary aged children in grades 3-6, which provides
the children with an opportunity to play in a fun competition with qualified referees. It brings
together children from across Victoria and in district areas for a round robin tournament,
held at local basketball venues.
Berwick Lodge enters 8 teams (around 65 children) in a range of levels, in both grades 3 / 4
and 5/6 each year. The children train regularly with teachers at school for the event. Our
Hoop Time events are Grade 5 and 6, Tuesday 30th August and Grade 3 and 4, Friday 9th
September. This year due to the shortage of referees available the day maybe cancelled.
Therefore, Basketball Victoria have asked us to reach out to the local community and ask if
anyone could assist on the day.
Below is a link created by Basketball Victoria for registration to help and there is payment for
referees and parent assistance on the pay.
https://www.cognitoforms.com/BasketballVictoria1/calltoarmsreferees
You want to put your hand up but have questions or need more information about what is
involved? Please contact Michelle directly, she appointments our day time referees and will
more than happy to assist you to assist us michelle.purdham@basketballvictoria.com.au
Lia Whitelaw
PE Coordinator
Berwick Lodge Primary School

GRADE 5 SCIENCE UNIT
This term the grade 5 classes have been studying all things light – where it comes
from, how it moves, what it can do and how important it is to life on Earth.
We have made periscopes to observe how light bounces, used prisms to study
the colour spectrum, combined colours to see how light produces all
colours that we see.
We have even done experiments that bend light and create illusions!

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

