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ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
PUPIL-FREE DAY MONDAY 22nd AUGUST
The DET has provided schools with an additional staff pupil-free planning day (to be scheduled by schools
individually) this term. This day has been granted in lieu of the term 3 individual Professional Practice Day to which
all teachers are entitled. Due to the severe shortage of Casual Relief Teachers (CRTs) schools were finding it
impossible to provide all teachers with individual Professional Practice Days this term. The approach of schools
having a single, pupil-free day addresses this issue in two ways. Firstly, it guarantees that all teachers will receive the
planning day (most would not have otherwise). Secondly, it does reduce the overall disruption that providing
individual Professional Practice Days across the term to all teaching staff causes in terms of having regular
classroom and specialist teachers absent from their classes.
Camp Australia will be open on the day however due to staff shortages, bookings will be limited to 45 children.
Bookings should be open early next week via the Camp Australia portal.
CHILD SAFETY AND WELLBEING AT BLPS: information for families and the school community
The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety across
organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the broader
school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing.
Berwick Lodge Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and procedures to ensure they
meet the requirements of the new standards. These are available to view on the school’s website.
We are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and welcome
feedback from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety
policies, procedures, and practices.
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TREE DAY
Friday 29th of July was Schools Tree Day. Berwick Lodge Primary School was very lucky to receive 125 indigenous
seedlings from Toyota and the CEC Community Nursery. Students from the Junior School Council were involved in
repotting all the plants in preparation for future planting into our school garden beds. We are very thankful for the
donation of these native plants to help our school community.

AUSTRALIAN MATHS COMPETITION
Well done to the students who participated in the Australian Maths competition this week! The AMC is an
engaging 30-problem competition that demonstrates the importance and relevance of mathematics in students’
everyday lives; it is open to students in years 3 to 12. Australia’s leading educators and academics, with a deep
understanding of our national curriculum standards, actively design the unique AMC problems each year.
LITERATURE FESTIVAL
Next week marks the beginning of our literature festival. We are excited to welcome Tristan Bancks an Australian
children's and teen's author, to our school to talk to the grades 3 to 6 students. Tristan Bancks also has a
background in filmmaking and acting. As an actor, he is known for his role as Tug O'Neale on Home and Away
between 1992-1994.
eSafety
Currently, online safety for students is addressed at many levels through the Australian Curriculum. Technology
has been critical in allowing our children to be educated, entertained, and connected with their school friends, but
it also comes with some serious risks. Students are explicitly taught about online safety, and we encourage a
positive school climate and a culture of help-seeking that supports students to feel safe and comfortable to report
online incidents.
Follow the links below to explore the huge range of advice and resources at our national online safety hub,
•
eSafety Parents — Advice for parents and carers to help children have safe experiences online.
•
eSafety Early Years — Practical advice to tackle the key online safety issues for children from birth to 5 years
old.
•
eSafety Kids — A platform for kids to learn about online safety in a way they can relate to.
•

eSafety Young People — A platform for older children to learn about online safety in an environment that
appeals to them.

RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL HEALTH IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS
The grade 5 and 6 students have commenced the Relationships and Sexual Health units. The content of the
program will be delivered to the grade 5 and 6 students throughout the term, the grade 5’s one week and the
grade 6 students the following week. There will be 3 sessions in total. Please contact Angela
Maskery is you have any questions or require more information.
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100 Days of Prep
As promised some photos from 100 days of Prep!

Angela Maskery and Sharyn King
DIARY DATES:
Grade 4 Swimming
Grade 2 Swimming
Grade 6 Swimming
Literacy Festival
Prep Swimming
PPD - Student Free Day
Book Character Dress Up Day

Monday 1st, Tuesday 2nd, Thursday 4th, Friday 5th August
Monday 8th August - Friday 12th August
Monday 8th August - Friday 12th August
Thursday 11th August and Thursday 18th August
Monday 15th August - Friday 19th August
Monday 22nd August
Thursday 25th August
HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.

Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

A big thank you to Suzanne, Amber, Bek and Matt for helping out with
the running of this weeks Uniform Shop.
Tomorrow is the last day for you to grab a bargain from 3:15-3:45pm
near the canteen. But don’t worry if you have missed us this week as
we will hold another uniform shop Bonanza in the near future, so
watch this space.
Also, we are now taking donations of the Beleza brand uniforms, so
please drop them to the office if you have any.
And… if you’re not busy Monday morning, please join us for a free
cuppa and biscuits after assembly.
Hope to see you there!
Emma - PFA Vice President

Zance Leader Report
Hi my name is Olivia, and I am one of your Zance Leaders for 2022. I have wanted to be a
Zance Leader ever since Prep, when I first saw the Zance people in their pink vests. I just
knew I wanted to join the Zance committee when I was in grade 6. I have done dance since I
was 3 outside of school, and it has been one of my passions since then and still is now. Dance
is a big part of me and I enjoy it and love it very much.
Hi my name is Jemma, and I am one of your Zance Leaders for 2022. I have danced ever since
I was five years old. I wanted to be Zance Captain because I really enjoy dancing outside of
school and it is my passion. Ever since I watched the Grade 6 students dance for the first time
at Zance, I knew that's what I wanted to do. I now enjoy the smiles of the people watching
me now, it’s the best feeling!

Zance is fun because we get together as a whole school and dance along to our favourite
songs. It is great exercise and a fun way to start the morning. We have Zance every Monday
after assembly at on Wednesday mornings (weather permitting)

Enrolments for 2023 are now open!
Any siblings starting Prep in 2023 and haven’t already returned their enrolment forms,
please do so as soon as possible.
If you know of any friends or family who are interested
in attending Berwick Lodge next year, please ask them
to contact the office on 9709 6700 or they can send an
email to berwick.lodge.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday.
However, this treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients listed
(ie: fun-size chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the school day.

If any of these items belong to you,
please come to the office for collection.
If any of the items belong to you, please collect from the office

Hi BLPS families,
This term, in week 7, we will be having our annual CBCA Book Week
celebrations and we are very excited to be having our book week dress up
day on Thursday August 25th. The CBCA have been celebrating book
week since 1945 and the theme for 2022 is: Dreaming with eyes wide open.
Students are encouraged to come dressed as their favourite book character.
This is always a fun day for both students and staff and a wonderful way to
engage in literacy activities and highlight the importance of reading.
The students will be read the
CBCA shortlisted picture books
during library sessions and then
they will be able to vote on which
one is their favourite. I wonder
which one will be the most popular?
If you have any questions regarding
the day please see your child’s
classroom teacher. We cannot wait
to see what creative costumes are
created this year.
Many thanks,
Olivia Cook
Literacy Leading Teacher

