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LAST DAY FOR TERM 2 - FRIDAY 24TH JUNE
FIRST DAY FOR TERM 3 - WEDNESDAY 13TH JULY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
STAFFING
I will be on Long Service Leave for the first 4 weeks of term 3. In addition, Sandra McCrum has informed
me that she will remain on Personal Leave for the same time at this stage. Our best wishes are extended to
Sandra and her family in these continuing difficult times.
Consequently, Angela Maskery will be our Acting Principal, Sharyn King will continue in her Acting
Assistant Principal role and Michele Tan will join our executive leadership team for that 4-week period in
the role of Acting Assistant Principal.
CHANGES TO COVID ORDERS
As you may well be aware, following advice from the Acting Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government
recently announced changes to the pandemic orders. There will no longer be a mandated vaccination
requirement for staff working in mainstream schools. This change will come in from 11.59pm Friday 24 June,
so in effect from the start of Term 3 2022.
As part of the changes, from 11.59pm Friday 24 June 2022, parents and carers who have COVID-19 can
transport their non-COVID-19 children via private vehicle to their primary or secondary school when an
alternative person is not available to assist. This will include school holiday programs held on school grounds.
This means that parents and carers will be able to leave COVID self-isolation to take their non-COVID-19
child to school or school holiday programs via a private vehicle. The parent or carer must travel directly to
and from the school only. They must always remain in their vehicle unless it is reasonably necessary to leave
the vehicle to walk the child to and from the entrance of the school safely. They must always wear a face
mask. You must also let the school know if your child is a close contact. Students who are close contacts and
want to attend should still take 5 RATs over 7 days and wear a face mask whilst indoors if
they are aged 8 years or over.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Students should continue to stay home if they are unwell, even if they test negative on a RAT.
FIRE DRILL
I’m pleased to report that this important exercise was successfully completed. Thank you for you support in
speaking with your children on this matter beforehand.
PREP ENROLMENTS 2023
It’s that time of year again - if you have sibling, please complete and submit your enrolment form as soon as
possible please.
STUDENT REPORTS
These will be available from 2.30pm tomorrow afternoon on Sentral and in saying so, congratulations to our
students who have completed a wonderful first semester of work - all the more so given that we are still
experiencing the challenges of Covid.
PARKING IN THE BUS BAY
We have been notified by City of Casey citing numerous complaints in relation to illegal parking in the bus
zone outside our main building in Mansfield Street. They have asked us to advise parents that this area is a
bus zone and parking in a bus zone is illegal. The complaints will also be raised with the parking compliance
team, who will monitor this area on their regular patrols and fines can apply to drivers and with Highway
Patrol (Vic Police) for their regular patrols of schools to monitor moving violations around this precinct.
Please also find attached the Safe Around School Flyer.
PARENT/STUDENT/TEACHER DISCUSSION MEETINGS
These will be held on Tuesday 19th July between 9.00am-4.30pm. These meetings will be held face-toface in student’s classrooms. Students will not attend school as usual but will be expected to attend the
discussion meeting with their parent and teacher. We understand that some parents may not be able to
attend in person, so we will be offering telephone meetings as an alternative. Please book your requested
time slot as normal and if you wish to this to be a telephone meeting rather than a face-to-face meeting,
please also message the teacher via the portal to inform them. Specialist teachers will only be able to meet
with 30 parents. It is important to book as early as possible if you wish to see a specialist teacher. Meeting
bookings will open at 10.00am on Monday 27th June and will close at 10.00am on Monday 18th
July 2022.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. Why are this year’s parent/student/teacher discussion meetings being held during the day
rather than in the evening and late afternoon?
A. The Time in Lieu provisions in the new Teachers Agreement are a major factor. Under the new guidelines,
schools must recompense teachers with time in lieu for hours spent beyond their normal 38-hour week. This
is done by employing CRTs to provide teachers with time in lieu. This is both disruptive to normal classroom
operations and is a cost burden to schools for which we have not been allocated any extra funds. The cost
would run into thousands of dollars for which we have no budget and would need to reallocate funds away
from existing priorities.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘Worry is like quicksand – it threatens to completely gobble you up’

DIARY DATES:
5/6 Interschool Sports
Last Day of Term 2
First Day of Term 3
Pyjama Day
Grade 3 Wombat Corner Camp

Friday 24th June
Friday 24th June
Monday 11th July
Thursday 21st July
Monday 25th July - Wednesday 27th July

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

STUDENT REPORTS
All families will be able to access their child’s midyear report on the parent portal from 4pm on Friday
24th June. We hope you enjoy reading these reports with your child and celebrating the progress they
have made.
ENROLMENTS FOR PREP 2023
Enrolments for Prep 2022 are now open. If you have a family friend with a prep child, please ask them to
contact the office for enrolment forms.
GRADE 4 RETURN FROM CAMP
Our grade 4 students returned from the Forest Edge adventure camp yesterday. This was their very first
school camp experience and they coped remarkably well!
‘I loved the flying fox and archery’ Summer (4L)
‘I really enjoyed the crate climbing, when I fell off, I was suspended in the air!’ Claire (4L)
‘I enjoyed all the activities, but the beds were a bit hard’ Josh (4L)
We were very happy to see lots of smiling faces upon their return and listen to their insightful feedback
about the experience.
RELATIONSHIPS AND SEXUAL HELATH IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS
On Thu 21-Jul-2022, at 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM AEST (1 hour) Parents of students in years 5-6 will be invited
to attend an online parent information session, exploring content from the Relationship and Sexual
Health in Primary Schools program. This event will be run by Sexual Health Victoria. We strongly
recommend that parents attend this event in preparation for the program to be delivered to the students
in term three. More details regarding how to access the online event will be forwarded to parents in
week one of term three.
HEAD LICE CHECKS
During the two-week holiday break, we would appreciate the support of every family in the school in the
detection and total eradication of any live lice and/or eggs that are found in children’s hair. While we
realize that families are busy, we feel that it would be a most worthwhile exercise in eradicating lice from
the school. To be successful, every family should commit some time to: Checking their children’s hair
at least twice over the holidays. (E.g. Week 1 and Week 2) Treating immediately any live lice found.
(Complete follow-up checks and treatment.) Applying lots of conditioner, and patiently remove all eggs
found. If every family is diligent in this exercise, we will be able to break the head lice cycle in the school.
We thank you in advance for your cooperation, and look forward to a ‘Lice-free Term 3 at B.L.P.S.!’

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Last day of Term 2 - Friday 24th June
First day of Term 3 - Wednesday 13th July
TERM 3
Due to the increasing price rise on certain fruit and vegetables we have had to remove
Egg and Lettuce (sandwiches, wraps and rolls) and salad box’s for the time being.
Please also note, some fruit and vegetable items are
difficult to come by at the moment. We will do our
best to supply everything however there maybe the
odd occasion we are unable to.
Thankyou for your understanding

Do you have any spare clothing that your
child may have borrowed from sickbay
throughout term 2?
If so, can you please wash and return these
items as soon as possible

Please keep in mind that all library books will be
overdue when we return to school in term 3.
Please don’t forget to return your library books
before your first library session in week 1.

If any of these items belong to you,
please come to the office for collection.

Congratulations to Brooke Fritzlaff
(6C) on receiving an award in the
City of Casey Fresh Words Young
Writers Competition 2022.
Brooke received the Encouragement
Award for her poem,
“Poppies Bloom”.
We are very proud of your
achievement Brooke, not only for
winning the award but for being brave
enough to take the risk and share your
work with others in this way.

On Thursday 21st July we are celebrating National Pyjama Day.
The aim of the day is to raise as much funds as possible for The Pyjama Foundation's
Love of Learning Program which is offered to children in foster care - Australia's lowest
performing educational group. The children are matched with a ‘Pyjama Angel’, a
person who comes and spends time with them helping them with their homework,
reading stories to them and playing games, amongst other things.

Art Competition!
Zart Art currently has an amazing art competition running for students with the
theme “My Environment”

Category 1 : Primary school students Prep to Grade 3
Category 2 : Primary school students Grade 4 to Grade 6
All student entries will be based on three key areas:
•
Response to the theme ‘My Environment’.
•
Originality (students must not submit artwork that has been copied).
•
Use of art materials / overall aesthetics.
Lots of fantastic prizes to be won for the winning student plus Berwick Lodge Primary
School and a great school holiday activity!
Competition closes July 18th at 6pm
For more information head to https://zartstudentartcomp.com.au/
If you are on Facebook, Zart Art are hosting a live session for teachers, parents and
students on 28th July 4pm - 4.30pm where they will explore the theme of the
competition and allow participants to create as well as demonstrate how to use
papers in a unique collage artwork. Participants will leave with artwork that they can
submit into the competition.
Find Zart Art on Facebook.
Happy creating and happy holidays
Mrs Zammit

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.
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