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ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
PUPIL-FREE DAY FRIDAY 10 JUNE
The DET has provided schools with an additional staff pupil-free planning day (to be scheduled by schools
individually) this term. This day has been granted in lieu of the term 2 individual Professional Practice Day to which
all teachers are entitled. Due to the severe shortage of Casual Relief Teachers (CRTs) schools were finding it
impossible to provide all teachers with individual Professional Practice Days this term. The approach of schools
having a single, pupil-free day addresses this issue in two ways. Firstly, it guarantees that all teachers will receive the
planning day (most would not have otherwise). Secondly, it does reduce the overall disruption that providing
individual Professional Practice Days across the term to all teaching staff causes in terms of having regular
classroom and specialist teachers absent from their classes.
CAMP AUSTRALIA CLOSED ON FRIDAY 10 JUNE
Due to severe staff shortages, Camp Australia have informed me that they will be unable to provide their service
on Friday 10 June. They apologise for any inconvenience this may cause families and hopefully will be able to
provide the service on our next pupil-free day in November.
STAFFING
I’m pleased to report that we have appointed Ashleigh McLaren to our school replacing Laura Rawlings as the
class teacher for 1R from the commencement of Term 3. Laura will be commencing Family Leave from that date.
VACCINATION HUB AT BERWICK LODGE PRIMARY SCHOOL: FRIDAY 10 JUNE
I have agreed for our school to be a vaccination hub on Friday 10th June (a pupil-free day at our school) in support
of the Victorian Department of Health & Human Service’s (DHHS) program to provide communities with greater
and easier access to both Covid and Flu vaccines. The free service will be operating from our gymnasium between
the hours of 10.00am and 2.00pm on Friday 10 June.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
DHHS will be managing the program – we provide our gymnasium to conduct vaccinations and assist in publicising
the day, beyond which we have no other involvement. Please find attached details of a recurring webinar and
contact details for queries to be answered by DHHS.
POSTPONEMENT OF FIRE DRILL
We are postponing this week’s fire drill to a day next week due to the state of our oval (our evacuation point)
because of the heavy rain yesterday and overnight.
POLICY ON SICK CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOL
I’ve spoken on this before – sick children should not be sent to school. Having had children myself, I do understand
the challenge that this can sometimes present. We are mindful of the fact that conditions such as hay fever and
cold weather can and do complicate matters with respect to symptoms such as a runny nose or minor cough.
Nonetheless, some children are being sent to school when they really shouldn’t be. For example, this week we
have sent between 6 and 9 children home every day, mostly in the morning and as early as 9.30am. We have
anecdotal evidence that in some instances children are being given Panadol to alleviate symptoms before they
come school and by mid-morning when the medication wears off, they are in our sickbay and we are trying to
contact their parents – not always readily so, I’m sad to say. It goes without saying that children presenting with a
range of respiratory or tummy infections risk infecting other children and staff. That’s in no-one’s best interests.
Your support in this will be greatly appreciated.
On another note, to date we have had 146 children reported as contracting Covid so far this year. That’s 24% of
our student population.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. Will Open Night be rescheduled?
A.
YES. As I said to several parents today, in responding to their feedback on my decision to cancel last night’s
Open Night, I am as disappointed as anyone because it really is one of our highlight activities. My intention is
to reschedule an Open Night later in the year, hopefully when the weather is better and the current rate of
illness amongst students and staff is much lower. There’s no rational reason why schools can’t schedule
Open Nights whenever suits them. The DET happen to schedule a state-wide week in the year in late May
when everyone follows suit in conducting their Open Nights. In fact, some families with children at both
primary and secondary schools have found that because schools hold their Open Nights in the same week
traditionally, the dates clash and they can’t make it both or even 3 different schools on the same night. Often
too, at this time of the year the weather isn’t much chop (as was the case last night) – that contributes to
lower-than-expected attendance numbers. Maybe the experience of this year will have more schools being
flexible in when they hold their Open Nights in future. We certainly will.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘It’s the echo of the spoken word that lingers longest’

DIARY DATES:
5/6 Interschool Sports
Step into Prep Information Night
Curriculum Day
National Buddy Day
Grade 4 Camp Forest Edge
Grade 3 Wombat Corner Camp

Friday 3rd June
Wednesday 8th June
Friday 10th June
Wednesday 15th June
Monday 20th June - Wednesday 22nd June
Monday 25th July - Wednesday 27th July

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

NATIONAL BUDDY DAY
On Wednesday 15th of June, the whole school will look forward to celebrating ‘National
Buddy Day’ by participating in a range of activities with their buddy grade. The theme for
the day is ‘Banding Together’. Activities will promote the values of the Better Buddies
framework, which include caring for others, friendliness, respect, valuing, difference,
including others and responsibility. We are asking the students to dress in purple and bring
a gold coin donation. The money raised will be donated to the Alannah & Madeline
Foundation. At Berwick Lodge we highly value our association with the Alannah & Madeline
Foundation and recognise the great benefits of the Better Buddy Program.
WINTER WEATHER
The cold weather has now set in. Please make sure that the children are dressed for the
cold weather, with a warm jacket and a beanie. We want the children to continue to enjoy
playing outside even on the colder days.
LONG WEEKEND
Friday10th June is a Professional Practice Day for all teachers and Monday 13th June is a
public holiday. No students are required at school on these days.

eSafety: OFFICE OF ESAFTY COMMISSIONER
Follow the link for plenty of tips and practical steps to help your child explore safely and
manage online issues should they arise. This is especially important at this age as they strive
for independence and peer acceptance.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent
RECONCILIATION WEEK
Our students participated in fun
activities and rich conversations this
week in recognition of reconciliation
week.
National Reconciliation Week focuses
on building respectful, positive
relationships between the broader
Australian community and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is
about all communities learning more
about the history and cultures of the First
Peoples of this land.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Issue 4 catalogue has now been distributed to all students.
All orders need to be placed online by 3pm,
Wednesday 8th June 2022.

CURRICULUM DAY
FRIDAY 10TH JUNE
NO STUDENTS ARE
REQUIRED AT SCHOOL

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

New Teacher Aide class starts on 15th July
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Location - Berwick Lodges P.S or local community centre
Theory classes - Fridays
Times - 9.30an -2.30pm
Duration- Two terms
No classes during school holidays
Expression of interest link is below. Please fill in to secure a spot in class.
Costs are within the link below.

Questions please call Liz on 0411020220

(Classes will start when we have ten students enrolled)
https://tamums.com.au/#register

