
NEWSLETTER N0 13 12TH MAY 2022 

 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 2022 

We commenced distribution of student photos yesterday with those children who were absent to receive them 

today or as soon as they return to school.  A sample survey of staff was very positive – for both the layout and 

quality of photography. We welcome your feedback too. 

NAPLAN 

With NAPLAN being fully online this year, our anxiety levels were certainly heightened. I must say (with             

considerable relief) that the actual process has run very smoothly indeed. Credit to the DET for their part and to 

our staff for achieving this outcome.  

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION IN INTERSCHOOL SPORT 

Some confusion exists in relation to our school’s guidelines for participation in interschool sport with respect to 

children in Grades 5 and 6. We haven’t participated in interschool sport for 2 years now and for whatever reasons, 

ensuring that everyone was familiar with our guidelines, did not occur. The main area of concern centred on the 

fact that we prioritise grade 6 children first in selecting teams to participate in interschool sport activities and this 

and the fact that it was not made fully clear to our school community has caused some angst. My apologies for 

that oversight. 

I’ve spoken with our Years 5/6 teaching team, and in making decisions regarding participation in interschool sport, a 

variety of possible options exist, all of which can be contested, depending on one’s perspective.   

All students in Years 5 & 6 were invited to, and did, select their preferences from 1-5. In doing this, the children 

were told that grade 6 children would be given priority for selection – NB: This has been our policy for some           

considerable time to date (notwithstanding that for the past 2 years Covid has effectively cancelled out inter school 

sport). For some children, events have shown that it was not made clearly enough. 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



Despite our school having a relatively high enrolment number of students, most other schools with whom we 

compete are much larger with their interschool sport teams being predominantly comprised of Year 6 children. 

This is a major reason why we prioritise Year 6 children for interschool sport as is our desire to involve all       

students in our most senior cohort of students in interschool sport as much as possible.  Of course, we do have 

some shortfalls for various reasons each week in different teams and in such cases, we allocate Year 5 children to 

fill those teams.  

Our starting point for interschool sport is the inclusion of all Year 6 children in their final primary school year, not 

relative ability of Years 5 & 6 children or sharing interschool sport across both year levels. 

There are also a variety of other district sporting events during the year, besides inter school sport competitions in 

which all Years 5 & 6 students will participate. 

I’m sorry that this information has not been made readily available to parents this year, an oversight, as I’ve said 

earlier is partly due to not having had any interschool sport of note for two years.  

MEDICATION GUIDELINES 

As per the DET guidelines, any medication (this includes over the counter such as Panadol) may be administered at 

school provided the medication: 

• is in its original packaging  

• contains a prescription label from a doctor with the name of the student, information on the dosage and the 

time to be administered 

• within its expiry date 

Parents will also be asked to complete a Medication Authority Form which is available on the parent portal or from 

the office before the first aid staff can administer the medication. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 

Q. Does our school accept out of zone enrolments? 

A. YES, we do. We currently have a total of 25 classrooms which enables our school to cater for up to 630     

students comfortably. Because we do have sufficient children in our enrolment zone on an annual basis to reach 

this number, we can position to accept out of zone enrolments. Hence, with parents’ current considering school 

options in 2023 for their Prep child, Berwick Lodge is most certainly an option at this stage for families that do not 

live in our designated zone.   

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘There’s a sad irony to the observation that election campaigns are rich sources 
of farce given the seriousness of what they purport to deliver 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

 

DIARY DATES: 
 

Application Year 7 Placement Form  Friday 13th May  

National Walk Safely to School Day   Friday 20th May  

5/6 Winter Interschool Sports   Friday 20th May  

5/6 Camp ADANAC    Monday 23rd - Wednesday 25th May  

Open Night      Wednesday 1st June 

Step into Prep Information Night  Wednesday 8th June 

Grade 4 Camp Forest Edge    Monday 20th June - Wednesday 22nd June  

  



 

Attitudes to School Survey  

Next week the grades 4-6 students will participate in the Attitudes to School Survey. The AtoSS is an  

annual student survey offered by the Department of Education and Training to assist your child’s school 

to gain an understanding of students’ perceptions and experience of school. Students will be asked about 

their thoughts and feelings in relation to their school, their learning, peer and family relationships,         

resilience, bullying, mental health and wellbeing, physical activity, and life in general. 

NAPLAN  

The online NAPLAN platform went ahead this week without any hiccups. A huge well done to our grade 

3 and 5 students! We are proud of your conduct during the tests and the efforts you have put in. Your 

best effort is all that is required. NAPLAN is a snapshot on the day of students learning in Literacy and 

Numeracy. NAPLAN does not measure how great students are achieving in the Arts, Science, and      

Humanities or how kind, responsible and friendly they are with their peers, all of which are an important 

part of children’s learning and social/emotional development at school.  We value and promote all      

qualities and abilities across our school and always encourage our students to do their best and celebrate 
all achievements.  

Walk to School Day 

Friday 20th May is National Walk Safely to School Day. The Junior School Council are busy promoting 

this event, encouraging families to walk to school. 

Families who live too far away to walk are encouraged to park their car away from the school and walk 

part of the way to the school.  It is important to encourage healthy habits in our children from a young 

age and modelling safe behaviours when travelling to and from school is a great idea. We should support 

our children to develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need, as they become mature pedestrians. 

Walking helps reduce car dependency habits that are created at an early age and difficult to change as 

they become adults. It also reduces the level of air pollution created by motor vehicles and lessens traffic 

congestion around the school.   

This is an annual national event when all Primary School children are encouraged to walk and commute 

safely to school.  

Respectful Relationships 

One of the learning enquires in our Respectful Relationships unit this term is ‘Positive Coping’.         

Sometimes life throws us a curveball, creating stress, uncertainty and negative feelings. Positive copying       

generally means framing these issues in a positive light that enables us to see an adversity as an            

opportunity. A really great way to encourage your child to develop positive coping skills is to model the 

behaviours yourself to show them what positive coping looks like. Some examples would be: 

• Talking to people you trust, a problem shared is a problem halved.  

• Take a break from whatever it is that is worrying you and enjoying some downtime.  

• Engage in activities that bring joy, listening to music, taking a walk, getting out and exploring        

something familiar or new. 

• Eat well, exercise and keep energy levels up.  

• Look for some relaxation strategies. 

• Encourage and engage in positive self-talk. Remind yourself and your child of achievements and 

strengths and share experiences and times when you overcame difficulties.  

Remember that we are not able to change all of the circumstances our children 

face, but you can empower them with coping skills and help them navigate what 

they face, and sharpen your own coping skills at the same time.  

 Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 



 

 
 

Congratulations to the following students who 

received class awards recently. 

 

Please note- only students with publicity 

approval will be listed in the newsletter. 



 
 

Last Friday the 6th of May, our Grade 5 / 6 sports teams played Berwick Fields Primary School.  

Here are the results. 

Football: BLPS- 3.1.19 vs Berwick Fields PS 9.2.56                   

It was a tough game this week as our opponents were much more 

experienced than us.  Congratulations to Martin L (6W) and Hayden 

(5F) who kicked the goals for BLPS, Will (6N) for his solid defence 

and Darcy (5F) for his ruckwork. Thanks also to Mrs Muccignat for 

her coaching. 

Netball: Girls Team BLPS  3 vs 7 Berwick Fields PS We 

played a challenging and exhilarating game against Berwick Fields that 

helped us to continue to improve our skills. Shout outs for the girls 

team are Kyah (6W) and Alexa (6C)  for their marvellous defence! 

Mixed Team:  BLPS 1 vs Berwick Fields PS 18. 

Well done to Nate (6N) who scored our only goal this week and to 

everyone in the team for giving it their best against a much stronger 

team. Thanks to Mrs Fernando for coaching on the day. 

Kickball: BLPS- 23 vs Berwick Fields PS 27                                 

It was a close game and we worked well as a team.  Shout out to 

Marcus (6C) for his fantastic bowling and Blai (6N) for his inspira-

tional catching. Thanks to Mrs Barry for coaching the team again this 

week. 

T-Ball: Girls’ Team- BLPS 11 vs Berwick Fields PS 18 

– This week was another tough game but once again the 

girls all had fun. Special mention to Isabelle (5F) for her 

amazing sportsmanship. Billie (6W) for her great batting and 

Haylie (5B) for her super work on the base 

 

 

 

Mixed Team BLPS 10 vs Berwick Fields PS- 16 – We 

were beaten by a stronger team this week who had excel-

lent skills in the field. Shout outs to Shaurya (6C), Billy (6C) 

and Callum (6C) for their great fielding, Raph (6N) for his 

super work as our back stop and Malisha (6C) for his display 

of resilience. Thanks also to Mrs Chandler for helping us on 

the day. 

Soccer: Girls Team BLPS 8 vs Berwick Fields PS 2 Another 

great win this week.  Shout outs to Jess (6N) for her brilliant work 

in the mid field and Amelia for scoring her first goal in Soccer.     

Mixed Team BLPS 5 vs Berwick Fields PS 8. –Although we 

did not win this week we had some sensational players including 

Quade (5P) with his breathtaking defence work and Hamed (6N) 

and Achyuth (6W) for their goal scoring.  

Congratulations to our girls’ soccer team for their win this week. We know all the teams gave it 

their all and we are super proud of their efforts and excellent sportsmanship skills. Next week we 

play Oatlands P.S so stay tuned for next week’s results.  

 

Hayden and Jessica 

Sport Captains  



 

 

 

If any of these items belong to you, please come to the 

office for collection. 

 

Mother’s Day Stall 

I would like to thank all the mums and dads who came together and helped with such  

enthusiasm last week for the school’s annual Mother’s Day Stall. The stall was a huge    

success with lots of happy children busy making critical present decisions. I hope that  

everyone had a wonderful Mother’s Day. 

 

Uniform Shop 

We are excited to announce that our uniform shop will be reopening on Friday 20th May 

from 8:45-9:30am in a brand new location. The uniform shop will be now found in the  

area just outside the canteen. We are over run currently with uniform donations and ask 

that no more be handed into the office. We will be accepting more at a later date. 

 

New Members Welcome 

The Parents' & Friends Association are always looking for new members to join and / or 

assist with upcoming events. 

All members are required to be fully vaccinated (as per government guidelines).  

Our next meeting will be Monday 23RD MAY. 

 

Warm Regards, 

Karina - President 

Parents & Friends Association 











COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

 

 

New Teacher Aide class starts on 15th July  

 

• Location - Berwick Lodges P.S or local community centre  

• Theory classes - Fridays 

• Times - 9.30an -2.30pm  

• Duration- Two terms 

• No classes during school holidays  

• Expression of interest link is below. Please fill in to secure a spot in class. 

• Costs are within the link below. 

 

Questions please call Liz on 0411020220 

 

(Classes will start when we have ten students enrolled) 

 

https://tamums.com.au/#register 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftamums.com.au%2F%23register&data=05%7C01%7CBree.Collinson%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd6d1e449d0344a92161008da31605d72%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637876587196850996%7CUnknown%7CT

