NEWSLETTER N0 9

31ST MARCH 2022

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 - FRIDAY 8TH APRIL AT 2.30PM
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 - TUESDAY 26TH APRIL

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
At Monday’s AGM we elected our office bearers for 2022. Our Executive team is:
President: Emily Dittman
Vice President: Michelle Thompson
Treasurer: Mel Dobric.
Minutes Secretary: Robert Kelly
Correspondence Secretary: Karen Ingwerson
Executive Officer: Henry Grossek
Please note that we have vacancies for both parents and staff on each of our three school council subcommittees –
Management, Learning and Wellbeing. For further details please contact me at the school.
SCHOOL (VOLUNTARY) CONTRIBUTIONS 2022
A parent spoke with me last week regarding parent contributions this year – her concern being that she
didn’t know how much to pay, and we weren’t providing her with an individual account thereof, for her
children.
My reply went along the following lines:
The DET have made changes to the way in which we can bill and track parent payments to schools this year. I have
written about the changes previously and you would have noticed the difference in approach in our “contributions”
documentation you received towards the end of 2021.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
In essence, all charges are now deemed voluntary, and this must be made clear to parents in the documentation with
which we provide you. We also cannot send you regular updates on payments you have made, nor can we track
individual payment records for your family. We are, however, allowed to provide you with details of our former “school
contribution” charges which were expected to be paid and children’s annual classroom booklist “charges”, under the
banner of “suggested contributions”.
It is our hope that most families will contribute under the new funding banner of “suggested contributions” to a similar
level as was the case in previous years.
I say this because we receive no additional funding from the DET to make up the shortfall in funds we receive from
parents under the new guidelines compared with 2021 and before. The obvious implication is that should our parent
contributions drop this year, we will have to make cuts to our programs and resources in line with any shortfall.
Please use the “voluntary contributions” guide below if you wish to contribute this year and as yet have not done so.
Suggested Curriculum Contributions:
Prep
$170.00
Grade 1/2
$155.00
Grade 3/4
$150.00
Grade 5/6
$165.00
Suggested Non-curriculum Contributions - Whole School $45
Suggested Building Fund Contribution – Whole School $30
Suggested Library Fund Contribution – Whole School $30
For guidance on the amount to pay, please check your payments on Sentral.
Once again, we very much appreciate receiving your support in making payments to our school for whatever purpose. In
doing so, please remember that our school is ‘cashless’ in this sense and has been so since mid-2020. Please make
payments to our school via Sentral or BPAY. Should you need any assistance with BPAY, please contact office staff.
CLASS READERS FOR CHILDREN PREP- GRADE 2
I am very pleased to report that we will be purchasing $23,000 worth of classroom readers for children in our Prep-2
Area as a matter of priority. Our extremely hard working PFA have raised these funds over the past 2 years for this very
purpose and with restrictions due to Covid now easing and the children back at school on a regular basis, now is the
time to update our well-used and well-worn P-2 readers.
NOTIFYING SCHOOL FOR EARLY PICKUP OF CHILDREN
We really appreciate parents for notifying us they are collecting their children early. That certainly assists with
expediting their departure when you arrive. Nonetheless, we would prefer that you do this on the day of collection
rather than 2 or 3 days in advance.
TEETH ON WHEELS PROGRAM
Teeth on Wheels – School dental visit will be occurring from Monday 2nd May. We will email families with information
about the program (which maybe covered by Medicare) this afternoon.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. Are dogs (on leashes) allowed on the school premises during school hours.
A. NO. For obvious health and safety reasons, dogs are not allowed on school premises during hours: 8.30am-4.00pm.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘Wisdom can be buried, but not lost’

DIARY DATES:
5/6 Camp Parent Helper Request Form
5/6 Sport– Student Permission and Payment
5/6 Camp

Wednesday 6th April
Wednesday 6th April
Monday 23rd - Wednesday 25th May

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

PLANNING WEEK
Planning week for our teachers has commenced and will conclude on Wednesday 6th April.
The specialist teachers will be replacing grade teachers over this period. Each area of the
school has a day with their team to plan for our term 2 teaching and learning activities.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS: Breaking the boy code
How do we teach our boys about respectful relationships?
When boys are raised in an environment that expects them to be tough and to take risks
to prove they’re a boy, they can become divorced from emotions except for to avoid being
seen as weak or ‘like a girl’
On behalf of Parenting SA, Dr Justin Coulson, nationally recognised parenting speaker,
author and researcher, discusses the ‘boy code’ and its impact on boys from an early age.
He provides tips for parents on how to help boys reframe the boy code, so they are not
constrained by it.
Here’s some valuable information and an interesting clip by Justin Coulson:
Parenting SA - Breaking the 'boy code': teaching boys about respectful relationships - Justin
Coulson
VICTORIAN ADHD CONFERENCE: Saturday 2nd April 2022, Melbourne
Convention and Exhibition Centre.
A one-of-a-kind conference which features a range of expert speakers and exhibitors who
will provide valuable information and strategies to help parents, professional and adults
with ADHD. Please visit www.myspirted child.com for more information.
COMMUNITY LIBRARY EVENTS AND HOILDAY PROGRAMS
A useful link to access a variety of school holidays events and programs run through
community libraries.
School Holiday Program Series | Casey Cardinia Libraries (ccl.vic.gov.au)

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

Congratulations to all the Grade 6 students for completing amazing
projects about their unit of study, Natural Disasters this week.
Here are a sample of photos of some of the fabulous work shared at
their class expo on Tuesday

Teeth On Wheels will be visiting Berwick Lodge on

Monday 2nd May

More information will be emailed out to families today.

The JSC are selling ANZAC Day badges
over the last 2 weeks of term.
They range in price from $1 to $5 and will
be available for sale at lunch eating time
from Room 12 (Mrs. Stevens’ Room).
The money raised goes to support the RSL
and the programs they provide.
Thanks for your support
Vanessa Stevens
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