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ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
SCHOOL PAYMENTS SYSTEM
We very much appreciate receiving your support in making payments to our school for whatever purpose. In
doing so, please remember that our school is ‘cashless’ in this sense and has been so since mid-2020. Please
make payments to our school via Sentral or BPAY. Should you need any assistance with BPAY, please contact
office staff.
COVID UPDATE TO SCREENING REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS AND STAFF
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation period,
now do NOT need to undertake screening for 8 weeks. This has been increased 30 days previously.
CLARIFICATION FOR PICKING UP CHILDREN FROM OUR ISOLATION SICKBAY
Please note that parents and carers still need to proceed to the Isolation door on the outside of the main
building to collect their child if they have COVID like symptoms.
CURRENT DET GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES AND MIXING OF CHILDREN
ACROSS YEAR LEVELS
There is some variance amongst schools in the interpretation of DET COVIDSafe Guidelines. This does cause
some confusion and at times frustration in school communities. I’ve provided (below) the existing DET
Guidelines regarding non-classroom-based activities for your information and from that an understanding of
our current approach.
I expect that the Guidelines may well be revised for the commencement of term 2 and will inform you of any
changes as soon as possible.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Non-classroom-based activities
Schools can run extra-curricular and other out-of-classroom activities including camps, excursions,
sporting activities and tours.
In planning for all non-classroom-based activities (such as school assemblies) and extra-curricular
activities, including camps, excursions, other out-of-school activities, incursions and learning activities
such as sport (including swimming), music and the arts, schools must conduct a risk assessment to
consider the following:
• Limiting activity to the smallest possible cohort size (e.g. a single class group, or single school; or
smallest possible group or number of schools for interschool activity)
•

Limiting activity to outdoor spaces

•

Holding the activity as infrequently as possible

•

Delaying and rescheduling the event

• Considering the non-participation of persons (staff or students) at higher risk of progression to
severe disease (e.g. who are immunocompromised or have significant coexisting medical conditions)
•

Staggering of groups who participate in the activity

•

Holding the activity in larger rooms with strict physical distancing

Minimise mixing between classes and year levels
Schools should seek to minimise mixing between classes and year levels, wherever possible. Schools
should consider rostering the use of both staff and student spaces to facilitate this.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. Are masks still required to worn by staff, parents, visitors, and students (Years 3-6)
when within the school buildings.
YES. This requirement has not been relaxed by the DET currently. I understand that in the wider
community mask-wearing indoors in public places has been relaxed, but this is not so for schools.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘You’ll know you are your own best friend when you look forward to spending
time just with yourself’

DIARY DATES:
5/6 Camp Deposit
5/6 Camp Parent Helper Request Form
Grade 5/6 Camp

Thursday 31st March
Wednesday 6th April
Monday 23rd - Wednesday 25th May

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

HAMONY DAY
It was wonderful to see our BLPS students dress up and take part in activities
in support of Harmony Day. A big thank you to all the families who helped to
raise money for our sponsor child Amira in Indonesia.
HEADLICE
Over the next week, and including the two-week holiday break, we would appreciate the support of
every family in the school in the detection and total eradication of any live lice and/or eggs that are
found in children’s hair. While we realise that families are busy, we feel that it would be a most
worthwhile exercise in eradicating lice from the school. To be successful, every family would need
to commit some time to checking their children’s hair at least twice over the holidays. If any live lice
are found, treat immediately. (Complete follow-up checks and treatment.) If any eggs are found,
apply lots of conditioner, and patiently remove all eggs. If every family is diligent in this exercise, we
will be able to break the head lice cycle in the school. We thank you in advance for your cooperation and look forward to a ‘Lice-free Term 2 at B.L.P.S!
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education. Students learn
new things at school every day. Students who are regularly absent from school are at risk of missing
fundamental aspects of their educational and social development. The Victorian Governments
“Everyday Counts” initiative promotes the fact that regular school attendance enables students to
maximise their full potential and to actively participate and engage in their learning. It is important
that children develop habits or regular attendance at an early age. Children with attendance of 80
per cent or less (that is, 40 days or more absenteeism per year) may be significantly disadvantaged in
their learning. If you are having attendance issues with your child, please let your child’s teacher
know so we can work together to get your child to school every day. Our Welfare Officer or
school staff will contact you if there are any concerns about your child’s attendance or punctuality.
Remember EVERYDAY COUNTS!
LATE ARRIVALS
Student punctuality is equally important. At the beginning of the day students are informed of the
day’s program, events and important instructions are often given. Students arriving late to school
(after 9.00 am) also disrupt the class they are in, as they get organised and settled for the day. Your
co-operation on this matter would be greatly appreciated. 9.05am is the cut off time for late arrivals.
After 9.05am students will be recorded as being late for school. A student arriving late to school
must sign in at the office and their late arrival will be recorded on the daily attendance roll.

PLANNING WEEK
Planning week for our teachers will commence on Monday 28th March to the 6th April. The specialist
teachers will be replacing grade teachers over this period. Each area of the school has a day with
their team to plan for our term 2 teaching and learning activities.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Congratulations to the following students who
received class awards recently.
Please note- only students with publicity
approval will be listed in the newsletter.

A huge Congratulations to Brooke F one of our
Grade 6 students who entered the Writers 4 Fun
Competition and won!
She had her poem published in the 2021 Writers 4
Fun book.

What a wonderful achievement, well done Brooke

If any of these items belong to
you, please come to the office
for collection.

One of our Grade 5 students has misplaced his
helmet or it may have been picked up by mistake
from our bike shed.
If you happen to find it, can you please hand it to
the office.
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