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ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
THANK YOU: PARENT/TEACHER MEETINGS
With only today’s meetings to be held, so far so good. Whilst not ideal, the phone discussions have been
reported to me as being very productive and valuable. Thank you, parents and staff for the commitment you
have made to ensure that the meetings were as productive as possible in these circumstances. Hopefully, we
will be able to resume face-to-face meetings in the near future.

USE OF DROP-OFF/PICK-UP ZONE IN COLLINS CRESCENT
Last week I mentioned that the City of Casey Bylaws officers are currently patrolling our precinct, with an
emphasis on the misuse of the bus parking zone at the front of our school in Mansfield Street. That doesn’t
mean that they won’t be keeping a watchful eye on other parking infringements. It has been brought to my
attention that some parents are parking their cars in the drop-off/pick-up zone in Collins Crescent. Quite
apart from the fact that it is wrong to do so, anyone who does so is at grave risk of being booked.
COVID-19 SAFETY AUDIT
The DET have contracted OH&S auditors to conduct rolling Covid-19 safety audits in government schools in
Victoria. On Monday it was our turn to be audited. The audits are very through, with the audit team
spending 3 hours at our school, reviewing our Covid-19 policies and practices. This included a walkthrough
our entire school. I’m very pleased to report that the auditors were very impressed, with only a few minor
improvements recommended. Their final report will be forwarded to us and made
available to school council.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. If my child has Covid-like symptoms, but returns a negative RAT, can I send them to
school?
No. They must be symptom-free before they can return to school. The exceptions include conditions
such as hay fever, whereby your doctor, confirms that your child suffers from hay fever and the
symptoms indicate hay fever. It’s worth remembering that children displaying symptoms such as a
persistent cough, sore throat, a heightened temperature or very runny nose shouldn’t be attending
school anyway.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘There is a difference between an excuse and a reason, but only when the
reason is not an excuse’

DIARY DATES:
Friday 4th March
Wednesday 9th March
Friday 11th March

School Photos - Group & Individual Photos
School Photos - Back up day & Sibling Photos
Curriculum Day - No students required at school

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 11th March – No School for students on this day.
Friday 11th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day. Public
Holiday – Monday 14th March is a public holiday and there is no school on this day.
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
Before and after school, if your child is playing on the school grounds, please ensure that your child is playing on
the appropriate playground equipment in their designated area. We have noticed that some of the students are
playing on playground equipment that has not been designed for their age-group. The children are reminded
regularly and are aware of which equipment is designated for their use. Please support staff in making sure that
your child cooperates with the school rules.

ANAPHYLAXIS
We do have a number of students who attend our school with severe allergies. Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic
reaction that occurs after exposure to an allergen. The most common allergens for school-aged children are
nuts, eggs, cow’s milk, fish, shellfish, wheat, soy, sesame, latex, certain insect stings and medication. All staff are
regularly trained in anaphylaxis management in line with the DET guidelines. To reduce the risk of a student
suffering from an anaphylactic reaction at school we do the following:
•
staff complete regular anaphylaxis training and updates
•
staff and students are regularly reminded to wash their hands after eating
•
students are not allowed to share food
•
a general use EpiPen is stored in the sickbay for ease of access and each yard duty area has an additional
EpiPen
•
planning for off-site activities includes risk minimisation strategies for students at risk of anaphylaxis
including
•
supervision requirements, appropriate number of trained staff, emergency response procedures and
other risk controls appropriate to the activity and students attending.
Families are encouraged to not send products to school which may cause allergic reactions for students for
example: nuts, peanut butter or Nutella.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Have you ever thought about books you read with your children and if they ‘stereotype’ the characters into
preconceived ideas and roles?
WHAT ARE GENDER STEREOTYPES?
Gender stereotypes refer to preconceived ideas, characteristics, roles and expectations which society or culture
believe to be masculine or feminine - such ideas are socially created and can be changed. Gender stereotypes can
‘box’ children and adults into narrow definitions and limit their abilities to explore personal interests,
opportunities and responsibilities - now and into the future. (Monash Public Library flyer – please see
further through the newsletter for attachment.)
NAPLAN ONLINE – 2022
This year, all schools are moving to NAPLAN online. NAPLAN is run from the 10th to 20th May with all grade 3
and grade 5 students participating. The students complete four tests in a set order – Writing, Reading,
Conventions of Language and Numeracy. The grade 3 students will still complete a paper test for Writing this
year, with all other tests as an online format. On Thursday 24th March, our school will be involved in a pre test
which is coordinated across the state. Parents are welcome to visit the public demonstration site at https://
www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site to preview the types of questions which children
may be asked to complete. The demonstration site is also a good way to practise for completing NAPLAN
online. If you have any concerns about your child completing NAPLAN online, please speak with your child’s
teacher.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery.

PERFORMING ARTS CAPTAINS
Hello, my name is Raphael and I am your Performing Arts Captain.
I am honoured to represent our school as one of your captains.
Here is a little information about myself…
I have a passion for singing and dancing. To me, it’s a way of
finding my inner self, my soul. It gives me great joy to see others
enjoying my singing and dancing.
I love being active and playing sports. I play in an under 14
basketball team and I’ve been playing basketball for around 6
years.
I am known as the ‘bird watcher’ in my class since I always look
out for some interesting birds outside in the environment around
me.
I look forward to seeing you around our school and helping
everyone who needs some extra encouragement.
Hi my name is Esther and I am one of your Performing Arts
Captains for this year. I am looking forward to this new
experience and helping others to enjoy Performing Arts as much
as I do. I love dancing and I have been dancing for nine years. I
love hip hop especially because it has a great fun vibe to it.
Outside of school I also love horse riding and singing by myself.
This year as your Performing Arts Captain I will do my best to
encourage everyone to have a great time.

VISUAL ARTS CAPTAINS
Hi, my name is Nate and I am one of your 2022 Visual Arts
Captains.
I am THRILLED to have this role because I feel like I need a
role to keep me occupied and I have always wanted an
opportunity to be a school leader. Believe it or not my
avourite subject is P.E. but I love Art as well. I want to
encourage everyone to try their best this year and enjoy all
the different subjects, including Visual Arts! As your Visual
Arts Captain I will help with the displays around the school
and I can’t wait to see your artwork on display in our school.
Hello, my name is Scarlett and I am one of your 2022 Visual
Arts Captain. I am so excited to help make the art room an
even better place than it already is. I have always had a passion
for art. When I was two I would always draw and paint.
Although all of my artwork from 0-3 years was abstract! I
cannot wait to see you in the art room enjoying all the great
activities that are planned for you to do. Thanks for reading
our newsletter news. Have a great day.

Hello all, we’re back!
Yes, it’s been a tricky couple of years at the Berwick Lodge Parents & Friends Association (PFA). We
haven’t been able to meet all you new parents or deliver most of the events that we had planned
but we’re regrouping now and have our fingers crossed for much better days ahead.
And yes, things are still a little different at the PFA.

Unfortunately, we’re not yet able to open the Second-hand Uniform Shop due to current
restrictions and we also aren’t yet permitted to hold PFA events at the school. It’s hard to see us,
but we’re still here!
For now, we’re still meeting as a group at nearby public gardens and cafes. We’re working on new
activities to support parents and also planning to hold our annual Mother’s Day and Father’s Day
stalls as well as a school fun run later in the year. Other actions underway include kick starting a
local parent walking group and installing outdoor library boxes at the school.
Can you help us? All are welcome :)
You don’t need any prior experience or specific expertise - just an interest in meeting other
awesome BLPS parents and families, volunteering for the school or being a voice for other parents.
I think the three main reasons I joined the PFA were:
1. I know that fundraising really helps to cover the costs of things that our kids need that just aren’t
sufficiently government funded, like replacing the outdated and worn reader books, covering the
increasing IT costs associated with smart learning, installing new play equipment or having kids
celebrate special events like the Grade 6 graduation.
2. There’s a great social aspect to the PFA - you get to meet new local people (especially if you’re
new to the area like I was) and learn more about how the school works behind the scenes, and
3. I wanted to show my kids that I value the people and places that help kids to learn. By cooking a
bbq or folding flyers for the PFA, I feel like I’m ‘walking the talk’ a bit for my kids :)
Prior to this pandemic the PFA was kicking goals, growing and having a fair amount of fun, and
receiving fantastic feedback from parents and school staff about our events and initiatives and how
well we work together.
If you’re interested in joining us for 2022 please email us at pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.gov.au
I’m really looking forward to seeing what we can all achieve together this year :)
Cheers,
Christine
PFA President
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Got a bit of time next month?
Time to give blood and change lives?
1 in 3 people in Narre Warren North will need blood, and
they need people like you to give it. We’re popping up in town
from 28 February to 11 March. Don’t forget to pre-book your
spot at lifeblood.com.au, on our app or on 13 14 95
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