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ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
MEET THE TEACHER MEETINGS
We are all very much looking forward to making contact with you all, if at all possible. Unfortunately, in these
Covid times, there have been so many restrictions on how we can communicate with our parent community these
past 2 years. These will be held in the week commencing Monday 21st February 2022. Whilst we cannot meet
in person on site, as we did last year, these meetings will be held by
telephone and are an opportunity to speak with your child’s class teacher and to share information about your
child with your child’s teacher. Each telephone meeting is expected to run for 10 minutes. Should this prove not
to be long enough, your child’s class teacher will be only too pleased to schedule a further phone call meeting with
you for a later date.
All teachers will have rostered times each afternoon (Monday 21st February to Thursday 24th
February) between 4.00pm and 7.00pm. If you cannot find a suitable time, please contact your child’s teacher
via the parent portal to arrange another time.
Please note that specialist teachers will have a total of 30 bookings available across the four days. This
total is for the whole school, being consistent with the number of students in the larger grades. Similarly, if you find
that you cannot find a time to speak with any one of your child’s specialist teachers, you can do so via the parent
portal on Sentral.
Bookings will open this afternoon (Thursday 10th February) at 4.00pm.
PARENTS AND VISITORS IN OUR SCHOOL OFFICE RECEPTION AREA
Another sad reality of current times - we cannot have parents or visitors (other than designated
essential service workers) the office reception at this time. If you need to speak to our office
staff, please call the school and they will come out to see you.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
CAR PARKING
This is a perennial one and it has been reported to me that we are having issues in the drop off/pick up zone in
Collins
Crescent with several parents parking illegally in this zone – please don’t park in this zone. I’m happy for you to
contact me should you have car parking concerns, and in doing so, may I
advise you to also contact the City of Casey as they are responsible for the management of local public car parking
requirements. Of course, I will contact them too and also do, as I am doing now – bringing the
importance of correct and respectful car parking requirements to our school community
attention.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
The DET has provided schools with answers to some commonly asked questions systemically in relation to the
Question/topic

Response

General concerns about safety of RA
tests

All rapid antigen tests, including those with Graphene Oxide,
ordered by the Victorian Government for schools are
effective in detecting coronavirus variants, including
Omicron.
This has been validated in laboratory studies by the Doherty
Institute, which has published research
They can call DoH Coronavirus Hotline (1800 675 398) if they
wish

I (or my child) tested positive with an
RA test, but does not have any symptoms, and has not been in contact with
anyone who has COVID-19.
I (or my child) tested positive with an
RA test, and then did another RA test
and it came back negative. What do I
do?

If someone test positive on an RA test
and then test negative on a PCR test,
will it ‘cancel’ the positive result?

If you don’t have symptoms AND don’t believe you have been in
contact with anyone who has COVID-19, a PCR test is
recommended. You must isolate until you receive a negative
PCR test.
7-day isolation is required from the date of a positive RA test. If
you are asymptomatic (do not have symptoms), AND don’t believe you’ve been in contact with anyone who has COVID-19, it is
recommended that you go for a PCR test. If the PCR test comes
back negative, you are not a case and can leave isolation. Refer
to Confirming your positive RA test with a PCR test on the DH
site
Yes.
Remember: if you are getting a PCR test to confirm your
positive rapid antigen test result, you are still required to isolate

before you get the PCR test and while you wait for the result of
your PCR test. Expect delays of up to 5 days while waiting for the
result of your PCR test.
Refer to Frequently Asked Questions on DH site
If I have tested positive, have completed my isolation but now a household
contact has tested positive. Do I have
to start my 7 day isolation again?

If you have had COVID-19 already in the last 30 days:
Anyone who has recovered from COVID-19 is exempt from
testing and quarantine requirements if they are re-exposed to a
case within 30 days of ending isolation. After 30 days, you must
follow the relevant advice depending on the type of contact you
are.
Refer to the Checklist for COVID contacts on the DH site

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
I also received an email query from a member of our school community in relation to the current information on
Covid in schools. I’ve printed it below and included my reply, in the event that the views expressed in the email are
shared by others as well.
Q. Is all this unsolicited emails covid propaganda really required? School should focus on education,
full stop!
Firstly, the Covid information we are providing parents is required of us by the Department of Education &
Training (DET). Secondly, in doing so, we are discharging our Duty of Care obligations on behalf of our students and
staff. Education is our prime focus, but that includes safety and wellbeing considerations, to which the DET
requires schools to adhere. It has nothing to do with ‘propaganda’.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘There’s a world of difference between an opinion aimed at facts and those aimed
at people – facts can always shrug them off’’

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 11th March – No School for students on this day.
Friday 11th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day. Monday 14 th
March is a public holiday and school is closed on this day.
ENGLISH ON LINE FOR PREPS
Our Prep teachers have nearly completed the English on Line assessment which is mandated for every child starting
school. The information obtained from the testing will assist with planning the teaching and learning program for
our Preps.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools and early childhood education
have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family violence for future generations. Everyone in our
community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know that changes in attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive
attitudes, behaviours and equality are embedded in our education settings. Respectful
Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across our entire community, from our
classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This approach leads to positive impacts on
student’s academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour, and relationships between teachers and
students. Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to
respect and equality, and creating genuine and lasting change so that every child has the
opportunity to achieve their full potential.
We teach Respectful Relationships within our curriculum program, from Prep to Grade 6. The Victorian
Curriculum F-10 includes learning about respectful relationships in both health and physical education and personal
and social capability. In health and physical education curriculum, students develop the knowledge, understanding
and skills to strengthen their sense of self, and build and manage safe and respectful relationships. In the personal
and social capability curriculum, students learn to recognise and regulate emotions, develop empathy for others
and establish and build a framework for positive relationships.
UNWELL STUDENTS
If your child is unwell and has been vomiting or has diarrhoea before school, please don’t send them to school. In
line with the Victorian health department guidelines, if your child has a diarrhoeal illness they are to be kept at
home until there has been no vomiting or a loose bowel motion for 24 hours.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Thank you to all the families who have returned their medical forms back for this year.
We are still missing a substantial amount of forms so if your child has Asthma, Anaphylaxis,
Allergies or requires medication at school, please complete these forms and return them
back immediately. If you require these forms again, you can find them on the Parent Portal
under “School Resources”

There are still quite a few overdue library books outstanding
from last year.
If you have an overdue library book at home, please return it
as soon as possible.

Issue 1 catalogue has now been distributed to all
students.
All orders need to be placed online by 3pm,
Tuesday the 22nd February 2022.

One of our Grade 1 students has lost her glasses.
If you happen to find these, can you please hand
them into the office.
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Got a bit of time next month?
Time to give blood and change lives?
1 in 3 people in Narre Warren North will need blood, and
they need people like you to give it. We’re popping up in town
from 28 February to 11 March. Don’t forget to pre-book your
spot at lifeblood.com.au, on our app or on 13 14 95
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