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CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA THE Qkr APP

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

POSTING IMAGES TAKEN BY PARENTS OF CHILDREN OTHER THAN THEIR OWN AT
SCHOOL ONLINE
In recent years schools have relaxed their policies regarding parents taking videos and photos on mobile phones of
their children at school activities. However, in doing so, it is most important to note that parents are not
permitted, for very obvious privacy and security reasons, to post photos and/or video clips taken of
children other than their own, online.
If you have inadvertently, or otherwise, done so in the past, on say Facebook for example, please remove them
immediately.
GOVERNMENT PLAN EMPOWERING PRINCIPALS TO BAN PARENTS FROM ENTERING
SCHOOL GROUNDS IN EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES
You may have read in the media of plans announced by our Minister for Education, Acting Premier, James Merlino,
to introduce legislation that will empower school principals to ban parents behaving very badly toward the school
or school personnel either or both online and in person. The issue of parents (a very small percentage) engaging in
such demonstrably unacceptable behaviour is one of growing concern to our profession. Beneath the surface of the
issue lies a very complex and challenging set of factors and both eradicating such behaviour and the myriad of
underlying causes is no easy task for all of us – school staff and parents. I have placed the issue of this
foreshadowed legislation on next week’s school council agenda for discussion. Hopefully it is not a measure that
will have to implement in the future and in saying that, I believe that the best way of avoiding such a situation is by
frank and honest discussion by our school community as a whole in the first place.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION (FAQ’S)
Q. Why aren’t parents allowed to post photos or videos of their child in a group with their school
mates, online?
A. There are strict protocols in place in schools regarding the publishing in the media, of children in attendance at
school. We cannot publish images in the media of our students without written permission from the parents –
that’s why we require all parents to complete the Student Image and Work Publicity Permission Form on enrolling
their children at Berwick Lodge. For various personal reasons a number of parents do not provide that permission
and consequently we ensure that those children are not photographed or videoed for any publication purposes.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

“There’s no such thing as a quick fix solution to a complex problem - yet that
rarely prevents us from seeking one”

DIARY DATES:
Thursday 6th May
Thursday 6th May
Tuesday 11th May
Wednesday 12th May
Thursday 13th May
Friday 14th May
Monday 17th May
Monday 24th May
Monday 31st May
Monday 7th - 9th June
Wednesday 9th - 11th June

Mother’s Day Stall
Whole School Cross Country (weather dependant)
Grade 3 & 5 Naplan
Grade 3 & 5 Naplan
Grade 3 & 5 Naplan
Walk Safely to School day
Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development
Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development
Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development
Grade 6 Camp - Sovereign Hill
Grade 5 Camp - Sovereign Hill

PORTAL PERMISSION & PAYMENT TO BE GRANTED BY:
Thursday 13th May
Monday 24th May

Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development - $34.00
Grade 5/6 Sovereign Hill Camp - $250.00

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

CITY OF CASEY YOUNG LEADER’S FORUM
Last week, the school captains had the opportunity to attend the City of Casey’s Young Leaders Forum.
Various youth workers from the City of Casey designed a series of workshops for the students to attend.
The workshops focused on developing leadership skills and aspects of wellbeing. An enjoyable day was had
by all!
Here all some reflections from the day.
Jeda: My favourite session was taught by a Martial Arts teacher. He taught us many things but the main
thing I took from it was to: stay strong, be calm, be kind and try hard! We also did many activities to teach
us to listen to each other and to work as a team.
Ella: My favourite workshop was the one where we got to paint on rocks. The lesson was about starting
new and fresh and dusting yourself off and painting a new coat. The speaker said we should paint our rocks
with our happy colours so I painted with light blue and purple, but everyone is different!
Felix: My favourite workshop taught us to never judge a book by its cover, and how to ‘group’ ourselves!
The activity in this session consisted of us sticking sticky notes onto a person showing negative emotions,
and wearing a dark hood.
Abi: The next session was a writer’s workshop, we talked about what we are good at and what we can
achieve, using the word INSPIRATION. We did a challenging task, which was to teach us how to express
ourselves and to be able to share.
MOTHER’S DAY STALL
A big thank you to our fabulous PFA who organised the Mother’s Day stall today. A wonderful range of gifts
were provided, beautifully packaged and presented. We really appreciate all the effort in organising this
event. We wish all the special people involved in caring for our students a very happy day on Sunday.
WINTER CLOTHING
With the onset of the cooler weather, we thought it timely to remind all families of the need for students
to wear appropriate clothing to school. Although the children may be warm in the comforts of their home,
car and classroom they need to be rugged up when going outside to play. A warm, cosy jumper or jacket
and named, weatherproof coat are strongly recommended at this time of the year. Our second hand
uniform shop is back in operation!
WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY FRIDAY 14th MAY
Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an annual, national event when all primary school children are
encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. It is a community event seeking to promote road safety,
health, public transport and the environment. WSTSD promotes the important message that active kids
are healthy kids. The event encourages parents, carers and their children to build regular walking to and
from school into their daily routine. Children need a minimum of 60 minutes exercise per day. Encouraging
less driving and more walking aims to decrease dangerous vehicle congestion around schools and reduce
carbon emissions from idling cars. Lastly, it is just a nice way to be part of your community. The Junior
School Council have been busy planning some activities to promote this message. On Friday 14th May we
are asking students to come to school in sensible Active Wear, for example runners and tracksuit, or
sports top and shorts etc. If you feel like getting more active with your children, there are some great
suggestions on the following website:
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Walking_with_children/
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets/

PREP 2022
If you have a child who will be starting school in 2022, please make contact with the office so we have your
details on our list. If you have friends or family who have a child that will be starting school next year,
please also ask them to contact the school. Our ‘Step into Prep’ parent information evening will be held on
Monday 31st May. Due to COVID restrictions we will hold 2 sessions in the library. The first session at
4.30pm-5.15pm and a further session 5.30pm-6.15pm. Numbers are limited so please book by phoning the
office if you are planning on attending.
PARENT GARDEN GROUP – MONDAY 10th MAY – rescheduled date
Our first Parent Garden Group has been rescheduled to be held on Monday 10th May. If you would like to
come along, please scan the QR code at the school gate, and join us in the Community Garden immediately
after our whole school assembly (weather depending). You don’t need any experience and toddlers are
welcome but must be supervised by an adult. This session will run for approximately 45 minutes and will
conclude with a cuppa. Please bring gloves if you have them. Any and all assistance is greatly appreciated.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
What our children see and hear can influence them as they grow and develop into individuals. The flyer
“Level Playground Fact Sheet- What are gender stereotypes?” Included in the newsletter, outlines what
gender stereotypes are and provides us with things to consider when our children are playing, growing and
learning.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery.

COMPOSTING PROGRAM
Our grade 4 students assist with our school wide composting program every day. All food scraps from
classrooms are placed into the compost bucket, which is then taken to the compost bays in the
Community Garden. The food scraps over time are eaten by the worms and thus becomes wonderful
soil. The soil is then emptied from the compost bays, back into the garden beds. Recently we emptied all
the compost bays into the garden beds and students were amazed at how many small pieces of plastic
were still there, even after at least 12 to 18 months of composting! For this reason, we strongly
encourage families to pack a ‘nude food’ lunch box. I hear you ask, what is nude food? Nude food
comes without wrappers, plastic and in containers which can be washed and reused. To assist with our
composting program, we strongly encourage you to embrace nude food every day and recycle packaging
at home.
WHAT TO PLANT NOW?
Autumn can be quite a productive time in the garden for broccoli and related vegetables. What to plant
now:
Broad beans, broccoli, cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, chives, coriander, fennel, garlic, kale, lettuce, pak
choy, parsley, peas, potato, radish, shallot, silverbeet and spinach.
CITY OF CASEY COMMUNITY GARDEN NETWORK MEETING
Last night I attended an evening hosted by the City of Casey, focusing on the community gardens within
our local area. There were different presenters including the Berwick Neighbourhood Centre who have
a community garden located near Timbarra kinder which is open on Thursday mornings. If you are
interested in learning more, please contact them on 97041863.
Enliven, and in particular the Food from Home project coordinators spoke about how they have set up
free seeds for people to collect from the local libraries in Casey, Cardinia and Dandenong areas. Their
whole approach is to encourage people to grow food at home. If you would like to read more about
their organisation or sign up for their free email newsletter, please visit the website: https://
foodfromhome.org/

Hello Lodger parents
Have you heard? We’re re-opening the Second Hand Uniform Shop!
The shop will be open on:
Friday 14 May (morning session)

8:45-9:30am

Further sessions will be added when we can gauge demand and see what times will work the best for our
awesome PFA volunteers.
We run the shop out of a small meeting room that is located in between the Prep classrooms and the
Office alongside Collins Crescent - we’ll have our flag out.
We have also adopted new rules at the shop so that we can operate safely:

Only 2 families + 2 PFA volunteers will be allowed in the room at the one time

Please sanitise your hands when you enter

You will need to pay for any purchased items at the school office using EFTPOS, credit card or
BPAY. Sorry, NO CASH.
PLEASE BE PATIENT. The restricted numbers allowed in the room may mean that there will be a queue or
that you’ll have to come back another time. Our volunteers are also working hard to process a backlog of
donations that will be added into our inventory over the coming weeks.

We are well stocked with most sizes but all donations are always welcome! You can drop off your
donations at the school office or during our shop sessions

We’re also so excited about the support we’ve had for our Mother’s Day stall. It has been a rush to get it
all ready this year but we’re thankful to be able to put on events like this again and bring smiles to so many
faces. What a team effort!
Wishing every Mum a great day this Sunday.
Cheers
Christine

With the colder weather now upon us, please pack a spare set of clothes in your child’s bag just in
case they get wet or have an accident. Should your child be given spare clothes from our sick bay,
please remember to wash and return these. For hygiene reasons, we cannot take back underwear,
so please keep these and replace them with a new pair.
We are very low on small sizes as these are not being returned, so if you have any at home, please
wash and return them.

If your child is unwell and has any of the Covid symptoms like fever, dry cough, sore throat, fatigue,
aches & pains and nasal congestions, as per DET operations guide, you must keep your child home
until all symptoms have resolved or you have a medical clearance from your local GP.
If your child vomits, they need to stay home for at least 48 hours after the last vomit as per DET
guidelines.
Please encourage your child about the importance of good hand hygiene. Washing hands with soap
and using hand sanitiser.
Thankyou,
Karen Tsekouras (Mrs T)
Sick bay.
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