
NEWSLETTER N0 07 18TH MARCH 2021 

 

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA Qkr APP 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 - THURSDAY 1ST APRIL - 2.30PM 

HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF GASTRO OUTBREAKS IN SCHOOLS 

Schools have received the following advice in light of the fact that in 2021, cases of viral gastroenteritis (gastro) 

outbreaks in Victoria are more than double the five-year rolling average in Victoria.  

How gastro spread; 

Gastro is particularly infectious. It can be spread: 

 through person-to-person contact 

 through the air when a person vomits 

 via contact with contaminated items and surfaces. 
 

IDENTIFYING A GASTRO OUTBREAK  

A gastro outbreak may be defined as two or more cases of vomiting or diarrhoea among children or staff within 48 

hours of each other, and where the symptoms cannot be explained by medication or other medical conditions. 

Schools should make an IRIS alert where there is a suspected gastro outbreak. 

HELPING PREVENT GAST RO 

While alcohol-based hand sanitisers are recommended to prevent transmission of COVID-19, they are not  

effective for dealing with many of the viruses that cause gastro. Ensure your soap dispensers are full and in high-use 

areas. 

 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



 

PORTAL PERMISSION  & PAYMENT TO BE GRANTED BY: 
 

Friday 19th March  Grade 6 T.Shirt & Windcheaters - 2nd round offer 

Friday 19th March  Grade 5/6 T20 Cricket Blast 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

 

DIARY DATES: 
 

Thursday 18th March  Casey Leaders Reception 

Monday 22nd March  Harmony Day 

Tuesday 23rd March  Grades 5/6 T20 Cricket Blast 

The most effective ways to prevent gastro are: 

 wash hands thoroughly with soap and running water for 20 seconds, especially before preparing or eating meals 

and after using the toilet 

 anyone (staff and students) who develops vomiting or diarrhoea should stay home for 48 hours 

after their symptoms have passed, as they may still be infectious during this period 

 clean and sanitise facilities following Department of Health guidelines 

 see a GP for advice and testing if symptoms are severe or persist. 

Importantly, we need your support as parents in this matter so as to ensure the safety and wellbeing of the  

children and staff. 
 

PROTOCOL FOR STUDENTS WHO ARRIVE AT SCHOOL AFTER 9.00AM   

All children who arrive at school after the 9.00am bell sounds must report to the main office before attending their 

classrooms or specialist lessons. If you are dropping your children at school personally, then please bring them to 

the main office entrance where they will be met by an admin staff member. Should they come to school by  

themselves, please remind them that they must report firstly to our administration centre. 
 

CONDOLENCES 

We were saddened to hear of the recent passing of Janet – Hong Choo Yuen. Janet, grandmother of one of our 

students, Joshua Leong, has been a very active member of our school community for a number of years. Janet has 

been a volunteer helper in a variety of ways, from reading to helping with fundraising activities such as sausage  

sizzles, and as a parent helper on excursions. Her contribution has been very significant and she has made many 

friends at our school and will be greatly missed. Our sincere condolences are extended to Janet’s family. 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’S) 

Q. If my child has a cold when should they be well enough to return to school? 

A. When they have recovered from the cold and are symptom-free 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Wedges between facts and opinions are more likely than not, emotions” 
 

 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/Api/downloadmedia/%7BFCF810C7-F216-4662-B8AB-D16BDBCF134E%7D


LOST PROPERTY 

If your child has misplaced any items of clothing, lunch boxes or toys, please remind them to come and have 

a look along the main corridor for the lost property.  All non-uniform items remaining on Wednesday 31st 

March will be given to the local Op shop. 

 

HARMONY DAY – Monday 22nd March 

On Monday 22nd March we will be celebrating Harmony Day.  The Junior School Council are fundraising on 

this day for our sponsor child, Amira.  We encourage children to dress up in orange or traditional dress of 

their culture. A gold coin donation would be greatly appreciated to support our fundraising efforts for 

Amira.   

 
PLANNING WEEK  

Planning week will commence on Thursday 25th March. Each area of the school have a day with their team to 

plan for our term 2 teaching and learning activities.  Whilst the teams are planning, our specialist teachers or 

relief teachers take the grades.  We look forward to the wonderful programs our teachers are planning for 

term 2.  

 

SCIENCE WORKS 

Our grade 5/6 students enjoyed an educational day at Science Works this week.  This complemented their 

inquiry unit relating to space, including a visit to the planetarium and the viewing of the Solar System  

Odyssey exhibit.  

 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

Respectful relationships is taught across all grades from Prep to 6.  In the classroom, children will learn 

problem-solving skills, to develop empathy, support their own wellbeing and build healthy relationships with 

others. Respectful Relationships will also provide resources to best support children and staff who are  

affected by family violence.  When children build positive relationships with their teachers and peers they 

feel safer and happier at school, are more resilient and have positive social attitudes. Positive relationships 

also increase a child’s sense of social connectedness and belonging which can result in better health and  

academic outcomes. Further information about Respectful Relationships is available on the Department of 

Education and Training website: www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships 

 

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/respectfulrelationships


The Berwick Lodge Parents & Friends Association (PFA) is open for new members in 2021.  

 

Can you help? 

You don’t need any prior experience or specific expertise - just an interest in meeting other  

awesome BLPS parents and families, volunteering for the school or being a voice for other parents. 

I think the three main reasons I joined the PFA were: 

 

1. I know that fundraising really helps to cover the costs of things that our kids need that just aren’t 

sufficiently government funded, like replacing the outdated and worn prep reader books, covering 

the increasing IT costs associated with smart learning, installing new play equipment or having kids 

celebrate special events like the Grade 6 graduation. 

2. There’s a great social aspect to the PFA - you get to meet new local people (especially if you’re 

new to the area like I was) and learn more about how the school works behind the scenes, and 

3. I wanted to show my kids that I value and support the people and places that help kids to learn. By 

cooking a bbq or folding flyers for the PFA, I feel like I’m ‘walking the talk’ a bit for my kids :) 
 

Prior to this pandemic the PFA was kicking goals, growing and having a fair amount of fun, and  

receiving fantastic feedback from parents and school staff about our events and initiatives and how 

well we work together. 

The PFA usually has around 2 meetings per school term. If you can’t make it to the meetings, you can 

help in a range of other ways and in your own time (eg. tying ribbons, creating posters, sending 

emails). 

 

To join us for 2021 (yay!) please complete a PFA Member Registration Form that you can find via the 

Sentral portal under the ‘school resources’ folder.  

The PFA committee elections for 2021 are also coming soon and will be held on Tuesday 30th March 

2021. There’s still time to nominate yourself or someone you know for a committee role.  

Nominations close on 25th March 2021 and the nomination form can be accessed via Sentral portal 

under the ‘school resources’ folder. I’m more than happy to chat with you if you want to learn more 

about the roles or what the PFA does. 

Or if you have any queries or feedback about our group or what we do, please feel free to email us 

at pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.gov.au 

 

Cheers 

Christine 

PFA President 

mailto:pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.gov.au


Issue 2 catalogue has now been  

distributed to all students. 

 

All orders need to be placed online 

by 3pm Monday 22nd March 2021. 

Bellbrook Catering would like to wish all Staff, Students 

and families a safe and fun Easter Break. Your last canteen 

day for term 1 2021is Wednesday 31st March and your 

first canteen day for term 2 is Wednesday 21st April 2021 
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