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11TH FEBRUARY 2021

ALL CANTEEN ORDERS MUST BE DONE ONLINE VIA Qkr APP
CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
TUTOR LEARNING PROGRAM
We have now completed all preparations for the Tutor Learning Program initiative designed to assist all children
who have not made the expected 12 month educational growth expected of them last year. We have extended the
employment of experienced staff members (teachers) who are currently working at our school in a part-time basis
to include the role of tutor teachers for this program. The program has started today and will run for most of the
school year.
Several things are worth noting about the program. Firstly, it is not a program designed to cater for children
deemed with special needs. Rather, it applies to all children across the whole spectrum of academic achievement.
As such it is not a traditional ‘remedial’ program, but rather a one-off ‘catch-up’ program.
Secondly, our approach will not be based on a student withdrawal program model. Our approach is to allocate the
tutor teachers to whole grades in which they will team teach with the regular class teacher for either two or three
45 minute sessions, depending on the level of need in the different classrooms. By team teaching I mean that they
will co-share the teaching responsibilities with the class teacher during those sessions. The focus of these weekly
lessons will be either literacy or numeracy, depending on the learning needs of the students for that class in any
given week.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
PARENT/TEACHER INFORMATION DISCUSSIONS
We hope you are finding these to be valuable, notwithstanding the fact that they are by telephone. They will
continue next week Tuesday through to Thursday after school. As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter, please
arrange with your child’s class teacher to have a follow-up meeting should you believe that you need more time.
SCHOOL INSTRUCTIONAL STARTING TIME
Please note that our teaching and learning program commences at 9.00am (not 9.15am as was the case last year). If
your child arrives after 9.00am, then they must sign in via the main office.
COLLECTING CHILDREN FROM SICKBAY
I realise the challenge that confronts working parents when they receive a call from us to collect their child from
sickbay during the day. That happened more than once to me when my children were attending school years ago.
Nonetheless it is important for a variety of excellent reasons that you have in place arrangements for your child to
be collected within a reasonable time frame. Unfortunately this does not always occur and it is in no-one’s
interests for a sick child to be kept in our sickbay for an hour and even much longer in some cases. Please contact
our office staff if you are having trouble in establishing a plan of action to collect your child from our sickbay in the
event that they may end up there one day. We will do our utmost to help you find a solution.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs)
Q. When will we hear more about the Bridging the Digital Divide initiative?
A. We are waiting for more information from the DET on this controversial initiative which was announced to
schools on the second last day of school last year. I will provide an update as soon as I can.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘

’Between good and bad policies stand people’

DIARY DATES:
Tuesday 16th February
Wednesday 17th February
Thursday 18th February
Friday 19th February
Tuesday 23rd February

Parent / Teacher interview
Parent / Teacher interview
Parent / Teacher interview
Book club orders due online by 3pm
School photo’s

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

Thank you to all the families who have returned their medical forms back for
this year.
We are still missing a substantial amount of forms so if your child has Asthma,
Anaphylaxis, Allergies or requires medication at school, please complete these
forms and return them back immediately. If you require these forms again, you
can find them on the Parent Portal under “School Resources”

CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 5th March – No School for students on this day.
Friday 5th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos will be held on Tuesday 23rd February for all students
ENGLISH ON LINE FOR PREPS
Our Prep teachers have nearly completed the English on Line assessment which is mandated for every child
starting school. The information obtained from the testing will assist with planning the teaching and learning
program for our Preps.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role that schools and early childhood
education have in creating a culture of respect to change the story of family violence for future generations.
Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and treated equally. We know that changes in
attitudes and behaviours can be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and equality are embedded in
our education settings. Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and equality across
our entire community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This
approach leads to positive impacts on student’s academic outcomes, their mental health, classroom
behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students. Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to
respect and equality, and creating genuine and lasting change so that every child has the opportunity to
achieve their full potential.
MEET THE TEACHER DISCUSSIONS
Thank you to the families who have booked a time for a discussion with their child’s classroom teacher.
Our staff have enjoyed ‘meeting’ remotely our parent community. We value open channels of
communication throughout the year with our families. Our parent portal is a good way to communicate
with teachers during the year. We also wish to acknowledge the time that our teachers contributed
towards making the teacher discussions a success.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Hello all, we’re back!
Yes, it was hard for the Berwick Lodge Parents & Friends Association (PFA) to network, meet new parents and
deliver our planned events and fundraisers across 2020. However, we have regrouped in 2021 and we are still here
to share ideas, connect parents and do what we can to support the school.
But things are still a little different at the PFA.
Unfortunately, we’re not yet able to open the Second-hand Uniform Shop due to current COVID-related
restrictions and we also aren’t yet permitted to hold PFA meetings or events at the school. It’s hard to see us, but
we’re still here!
For now, we’ll be meeting regularly at nearby public parks, gardens and special places. We will be reviewing the
team’s priorities and we’ll be working on new ways to fundraise and deliver services and activities that comply with
the ongoing COVID health restrictions.
Can you help us?
You don’t need any prior experience or specific expertise - just an interest in meeting other awesome BLPS
parents and families, volunteering for the school or being a voice for other parents.
I think the three main reasons I joined the PFA were:
1. I know that fundraising really helps to cover the costs of things that our kids need that just aren’t sufficiently
government funded, like replacing the outdated and worn prep reader books, covering the increasing IT costs
associated with smart learning, installing new play equipment or having kids celebrate special events like the Grade
6 graduation.
2. There’s a great social aspect to the PFA - you get to meet new local people (especially if you’re new to the area
like I was) and learn more about how the school works behind the scenes, and
3. I wanted to show my kids that their learning is really important and that it’s important to value and support the
people and places that help kids to learn. By cooking a bbq or folding flyers for the PFA, I feel like I’m ‘walking the
talk’ a bit for my kids :)
Prior to this pandemic the PFA was kicking goals, growing and having a fair amount of fun, and receiving fantastic
feedback from parents and school staff about our events and initiatives and how well we work together.
If you’re interested in joining us for 2021 (yes!) or have any queries or feedback about our group or what we do,
please feel free to email us at pfa@berwicklodgeps.vic.gov.au
I’m really looking forward to meeting new faces and seeing what we can all achieve together this year :)
Cheers
Christine
PFA President

Tuesday 23rd February 2021
School photo envelopes have been sent home with your child
today. These envelopes need to be returned to the office by
no later than Monday 22nd February 2021.
Instructions are on the envelope how to pay, however we
would prefer all families to pay online.
If your child is away on Tuesday 23rd February, there will be a
make up day on Tuesday 2nd March 2021.

All lunch orders need to be placed online through the Qkr app
by 8.55am on the day of your order.You can order up to two
weeks in advance.
The canteen is now taking cash sales over the counter during
recess and lunch.You can find the canteen menu for all snacks
on the Parent Portal under “School Resources”

Issue 1 catalogue has now been distributed to all students.
All orders need to be placed online by 3pm Friday
19th February 2021.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Our Safe Around Schools Competition to name our 10 Safe Around Schools Characters has
received a great response so far.
Our competition closes on Wednesday 17th February and we want as many Casey Primary School
Students to enter.
This competition closes in 1 week, so to enter click on the below link.

https://conversations.casey.vic.gov.au/safe-around-schools
The competition is open to children ages 5-13 years. Each character has a unique way of getting
to school and always practices safety on their journey. These characters will be utilised in our
education program to schools, parents and students. You will see them in presentations,
educational resources and other promotions we may run throughout the program.
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