
NEWSLETTER N0 6 5TH MARCH 2020 

 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

CURRICULUM FREE DAY NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL - FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MONDAY 9TH MARCH 2020 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS UPDATE 

As of today I have received four (4) nominations for the Parent Category vacancies, having a total of six (6)  

vacancies. We have until 4.00pm tomorrow to secure a minimum of six (6) nominations, otherwise I will be  

extending the timeline for receiving nominations by one week. If you are considering nominating, please do so or 

contact me at the school for further information before 4.00pm tomorrow. In the event that I will be extending the 

closing time for receiving nominations, this notification will be made available on Sentral, tomorrow via the Parent 

Portal. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION TIMELINE 2020 

Friday 28 February 2018 at 9.00am – Nominations Open 

Friday 6 March 2018 at 4.00pm – Nominations Close 

Friday 20 March 2018 at 4.00pm – Ballot Closes (if required)  

 

In the event that we do not receive sufficient nominations in both categories by the close of nominations on  

Friday 6 March 2020 at 4.00pm, then I will extend the timeline for receiving further nominations by one week. 

 

Should we receive more nominations than vacancies in either or both categories, then a formal  

election ballot will be conducted with all parents having the opportunity to vote for the Parent  

Category nominations and/or staff will have the opportunity to vote for the Staff Category  

nominations. 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

 

DIARY DATES: 
 

Wednesday 11th March   Grade 5/6 Museum & IMAX excursion 

Thursday 19th March   Grade 2 Wilson Botanic Gardens excursion 

 

 

 

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY: 
 

 

Thursday 5th March   Grade 5/6 Museum & IMAX excursion 

Friday 13th March   Grade 2 Wilson Botanic Gardens excursion 

 

 

 

 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
In the event that I receive exactly the number of nominations in either or both categories, then I will declare those 

nominated persons duly elected on 6 March 2020. 

 

Please note that you can self-nominate or have other members of the category of which you are a 

member, nominate you. Nomination forms are available on request from our office. 

 

Retiring members of school council are eligible to be re-elected provided they are still eligible – that is, have a child 

still in attendance at our school if you are a parent, or work for a minimum of 8 hours per week for Department 

of Education & Training (DET) members. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. What is the process for parents wishing to meet with their children during school hours including 

during recess and lunch break? 

A. All visitors to the school, whatever their purpose must sign in via the main office first. For obvious security 

and safety purposes this is non-negotiable. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Whilst we all yearn for some measure of certainty in our lives, so 
many of us spend so much of our time other than in the present  
moment - interesting indeed!’  



CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 6th March – No School for students on this day.                                                   

Friday 6th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day.   

  

PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM (PMP) FOR PREPS 

Our prep students participate in PMP each Tuesday and Thursday morning.  If you are available to assist 

with this program, please speak to a prep teacher. 

 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

What is the extent of gender-based violence? Gender-based violence is often hidden, rarely discussed and 

often perpetrated by someone known to the person. Evidence shows that:  

• One in three women have experienced physical violence since the age of 15 (National Council to Reduce 

Violence against Women and Their Children 2009).  

• Almost one in five women have experienced sexual assault since the age of 15 (National Council to      

Reduce Violence against Women and Their Children 2009).  

• One in four children and young people in Australia witness or live with family violence in their home 

(Australian Institute of Criminology 2001).  

• Girls and young women aged 15 to 24 are the most likely of all age groups to experience sexual assault 

(Australian Bureau of Statistics 2006).  

• Women are mostly assaulted by men they know, often in their own home, in circumstances where they 

may well be subject to repeated assaults over time (National Council to Reduce Violence against Women 

and Their Children 2009).  

• Approximately 78.1 per cent of Victoria Police family violence incident reports involved men who had 

used violence. Men’s use of family violence is overwhelmingly directed towards women                  

(Victorian Law Reform Commission 2004).  

• Intimate partner violence is the leading contributor to ill-health, death and disease for Victorian women 

aged 15 to 44 (Victorian Health Promotion Foundation 2004). 

 • Gender-based violence was estimated to cost the Australian economy a total of $13.6 billion in 2009 

(National Council to Reduce Violence against Women and Their Children 2009).  

• According to police reports, there were 17,964 incidents of sexual assault nationally in 2002. However, 

according to the ABS Personal Safety Survey (2006), there were 65,700 incidents of sexual assault against 

women in 2002.  

• For same-sex attracted young people (SSAY), 44 per cent reported they had been verbally assaulted, 16 

per cent reported they had been physically assaulted, and 74 per cent of the assaults were reported to have 

happened at school (Hillier et al. 2010).  

• Although there has been some attitudinal change towards violence against women, there are still key   

community attitudes that indicate a level of acceptance (Victorian Health Promotion Foundation 2010). 

 
THE MUSIC BUS PROGRAM 

The Music Bus is a mobile classroom which visits the school, offering weekly, separate lessons to our school 

program.  The Music Bus will be visiting our school on Tuesday 17th March for a demonstration day. The 

lessons are separate to our school Performing Arts program which all children participate in, regardless of 

the Music Bus program. On demonstration day, all students will have the opportunity to visit the bus at no 

cost.  Parents are invited to visit the bus from 8.20am to 9am on the morning to find out about the        

program. The bus will be parked in the staff car park.  

Students will take home an expression of interest form and if you are interested in your child participating 

in the Music Bus program, please return the form to school by Monday 23rd March. After the 

demonstration day, parents can sign their child up for lessons in keyboard, drums, ukulele, singing, and    

guitar or rock band.  The cost varies from $18 to $20 for a 30 minute lesson depending on the instrument.  

Students signed up to the Music Bus will then come out of their normal class times to have lessons. Further 

information can be found via their website: www.themusicbus.com.au 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 

http://www.themusicbus.com.au


THANK YOU 

On Monday 2nd March we had a small group of enthusiastic parents and grandparents assist Mrs. Naismith in 

the Community Garden.  It was wonderful to see what was achieved in a small amount of time.  They    

weeded and tidied the garden in preparation for our students to be able to plant in the coming weeks.  A 

BIG THANK YOU to the families who attended and also to Mrs. Naismith for her assistance. Please keep 

an eye out for future activities, all assistance is welcome. Thank you to the PFA for supporting our first 

working bee of the year.   

 
COMPOSTING PROGRAM 

Our grade 4 students assist with our school wide composting program every day.  All food scraps from  

classrooms are placed into the compost bucket, which is then taken to the compost bays in the Community 

Garden. The food scraps over time are eaten by the worms and thus becomes wonderful soil.  The soil is 

then emptied from the compost bays, back into the garden beds.  Recently we emptied a compost bay into 

the garden beds and students were amazed at how many small pieces of plastic were still there, even after at 

least 12 to 18 months of composting!  For this reason, we strongly encourage families to pack a ‘nude food’ 

lunch box.  I hear you ask, what is nude food?  Nude food comes without wrappers, plastic and in  

containers which can be washed and reused.  To assist with our composting program, we strongly encourage 

you to embrace nude food every day and recycle packaging at home. Please read the included flyer about 

Nude Food and support our goal for a healthier, litter free planet.  

 
GARDEN CLUB 

Our school garden club is up and running currently for our grade 1 to 6 students.  The Preps will be invited 

to participate from early next term.  Garden club usually meets in the Community Garden weekly and weed, 

rake, water, dig, plant, investigate and generally enjoy being outdoors.  Sometimes we look for worms, snails, 

lady bugs and other creatures and other days we may be collecting autumn leaves around the school for our 

compost.  We move and spread mulch, water plants, weed garden beds, propagate plants, plant seeds and 

generally just enjoy being within the garden.  We have currently had the Community Garden closed whilst 

we weed and get the area ready for planting. Michael, our new school handyperson has been assisting in the   

garden and getting the area ready.  This year, we will continue to replace some of the timber boxes, prune 

our fruit trees and have grades plant a range of vegetables.  We have a few exciting things planned      

throughout the year and  Mrs. Naismith and Mrs. Barry are assisting Mrs. McCrum with garden club this year.  

If your child is interested in garden club, encourage them to come to the garden when they hear the         

announcement on a Thursday lunchtime or speak to one of the teachers involved.    

 

Happy gardening, Mrs McCrum 



Leeks Start undercover in seed trays 
and plant out in 4-6 weeks 

Harvest from July 

Lettuce Start in seed trays or plant out 
(transplant) seedlings or sow 
seed 

Harvest from May 

Oregano (also Pot Marjoram) Sow seed Harvest from May 

Pak Choy (also Pak choi) Sow seed Harvest from May 

Parsley (also curly leaf parsley or flat leaf 
(Italian) parsley) 

Sow seed Harvest from June 

Radish Sow seed Harvest from May 

Rocket (also Arugula/Rucola) Sow seed Harvest from May 

Rutabaga (also Swedes) Sow seed Harvest from July 

Shallots (also Eschalots) Sow seed Harvest from July 

Silverbeet (also Swiss Chard or Mangold) Sow seed Harvest from June 

Spinach (also English spinach) Sow seed Harvest from May 

Turnip Sow seed Harvest from May 

Beans - broad beans, fava beans (also Fava 
bean) 

Sow seed Harvest from July 

Beetroot (also Beets) Sow seed Harvest from June 

Broccoli Plant out (transplant) seedlings Harvest from May 

Brussels sprouts Start undercover in seed trays 
and plant out in 4-6 weeks 

Harvest from July 

Cabbage Start undercover in seed trays 
and plant out in 4-6 weeks 

Harvest from June 

Carrot Sow seed Harvest from July 

Chives (also Garden chives) Sow seed Harvest from June 

Collards (also Collard greens, Borekale) Start undercover in seed trays 
and plant out in 4-6 weeks 

Harvest from June 

Coriander (also Cilantro, Chinese parsley) Sow seed Harvest from May 

Endive Sow seed Harvest from June 

Florence Fennel (also Finocchio) Sow seed Harvest from July 

Kale (also Borecole) Start undercover in seed trays 
and plant out in 4-6 weeks 

Harvest from June 

Kohlrabi Sow seed Harvest from June 

What to plant now? 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FLeeks%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562206253
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FLettuce%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622063
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FOregano%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622065
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FPak%252BChoy%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FParsley%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622066
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FRadish%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220675
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FRocket%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220675
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FRutabaga%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562206
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FShallots%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562206
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FSilverbeet%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FSpinach%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622070
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FTurnip%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220715
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FBeans%252B-%252Bbroad%252Bbeans%252C%252Bfava%252Bbeans%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FBeetroot%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562205
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FBroccoli%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562205
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FBrussels%252Bsprouts%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FCabbage%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622056
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FCarrot%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220575
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FChives%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220575
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FCollards%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562205
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FCoriander%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FEndive%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637187156220605
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FFlorence%252BFennel%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FKale%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C63718715622061534
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardenate.com%2Fplant%2FKohlrabi%3Fzone%3D2&data=02%7C01%7CMcCrum.Sandra.S%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cba251969f9e74eae849908d7be57b3df%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C6371871562206






If you have any spare dinner plates, bread & butter plates, tea towels, knives, 

forks or teaspoons, our staff room would love them. You can drop these off 

at the office. Thank you in advance. 

Book club orders are due online by no later than 3pm on 

Friday 13th March 2020. 



School Banking encourages children to save a little money each week (any amount) into their Youthsaver 

account, helping them learn about the value of money and develop a good saving habit. School banking is 

done every Tuesday. This term the Terry Denton’s Activity book and Mini Soccer ball are available. 

Please contact your nearest Commonwealth Bank if you would like to create an account for your child. 

https://www.commbank.com.au/personal/accounts/savings-accounts/youthsaver.html?ei=Weekly-youthsaver


 

We have one (1) Allergy form and 18 Asthma forms still outstanding! 

 

It’s the department of Educations guidelines that these forms are completed 

within a calendar year, so families are asked to take these forms to their local 

G.P to have them signed. 

 

If your child has vomited, please keep them at home for at least 24 hours after 

the last time they have vomited. This ensures the germs don’t spread. 

 

Headlice is also rife at the moment. We ask that all families regularly check 

their child’s hair and treat accordingly should they find any eggs or live lice.  

 

Spare clothes and underwear - if your child has been given clothing from sick 

bay, please wash and return these.  All underwear given is new however these 

cannot be returned, so please replace them with a new pair.  

 

 

 



Do you hold a concession card?  

You maybe eligible to apply for CSEF funding worth $125.00 per 

student. If you are new to our school or have a child just starting 

with us in 2020, you will need to apply for this. Please see our 

friendly office staff for the form.  



BUSINESS ADVERTISING 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 
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