NEWSLETTER N0 2

6TH FEBRUARY 2020

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
SCHOOL PHOTOS - FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2020 - PREP - 4
SCHOOL PHOTOS - MONDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2020 - GRADE 5/6 & SIBLINGS

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK UPDATE
We have received no additional updates from the DET since Monday. Please ensure that you check the parent
portal on Sentral regularly as I will immediately post any further updates I receive on the Coronavirus from the
DET on the portal.
STAFFING
I am pleased to inform you that Jess Taylor has joined our administration team. Jess who brings considerable
administrative experience with her from the corporate sector, will be working on Thursdays and Fridays on a Fixed
term contract for the next 4 weeks as we undertake the selection process on ROL for a 2-day, part time
administrative position for 2020. This position will include one day as a consequence of Susan Wookey electing
to work part time (4 days per week) for this year.
VARIATION TO THE DATES FOR SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS TO BE TAKEN
We have had to make changes to our schedule for school photographs being taken due to a number of senior
students being involved in a tennis event on Friday 21st February. All class photos for children in Grades Prep to 4
will still be taken on Friday 21 February. Photos for children in Grades 5 & 6, plus sibling and group photos will
now be taken on Monday 24 February. My apologies for any inconvenience this may cause.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Why is the school calendar this year available only on Sentral (Parent Portal) and hard copies are
not being provided to parents?
A. There are three main reasons for this change – cost and flexibility and time. Insofar as cost is concerned, it
costs us $3,500 to produce hard copies for our entire school community per year. That’s a substantial cost in itself.
Secondly, there are a number of changes and cancellations to dates of events and meetings that occur during the
year. It is much easier and more effective to communicate these changes via an online calendar than to do so via
separate reminders that then have to be transferred to hard copies by everyone individually. A third reason is the
time taken by staff to produce the hard copy version, complete with all the photographs and artwork. Granted, the
illustrations are attractive and appealing, but whether that justifies the amount of time taken by already very busy
staff to produce hard copy versions of the calendar is a moot point.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘The more you repeat yourself, the more likely it is that no-one is
listening.......you’d have to ask yourself why.’

DIARY DATES:
Monday 10th February
Meet the Teacher - 4pm - 8pm
Tuesday 11th February
Meet the Teacher - 4pm - 6pm
(bookings open up on the Parent Portal Monday 3rd February)

Friday 21st February
Monday 24th February
Friday 28th February

School photos - Prep - 4
School photos - Grade 5 & 6 plus Sibling photos & group photos
Swimming Trials - Grades 3 - 6

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:
Friday 8th February
Friday 14th February

Swimming Trials & payment
Book club orders due online by 3pm

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

SUPERVISION OF STUDENTS BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
Already we have noticed a number of children arriving at school well before the school starting time of
9.00am. A reminder to parents that the best time for their children to arrive is between 8.45 and 8.55am,
when the teaching staff are on duty supervising the yard. Some students are also remaining in the school
grounds until late in the afternoon. Parents are reminded that the yard is supervised by staff between 3:30
and 3:45pm after school. Students in the playground outside supervision times are at risk. If it is necessary
for children to be at school either early or late, then parents should consider enrolment in the OSHC
Program or make other arrangements. If for any reason your child has not been picked up by 3:45pm they
will be directed to the front office area where they must wait until they are collected. These measures are
not meant to cause any inconvenience, they are for the safety and security of all of our students.
DOGS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
It is great to see many families taking advantage of the nice weather and walking to school with their
children. We remind all families that if you are walking with a dog, please remain outside the school grounds
with your pet. We don’t allow dogs to be on the school grounds for the safety of all children and parents. If
you do tie your dog up, please ensure that it is well away from a school entrance and our students still have
safe access to our school grounds.
CHESS CLUB
Our Chess club runs on a Monday lunchtime from 1pm to 2pm in the library. Kids unlimited run this
program. The chess club is run by a professional chess player who teaches the students a range of
strategies regardless of whether they are a beginner or more experienced chess player. They learn how to
play chess in a fun and engaging way and make new friends at the same time. Chess is great for developing
thinking and mathematical skills, resilience, persistence and strategies. All students are able to join the
chess club. The program runs for 8 weeks this term during lunchtime and costs $120. If you would like
your child to participate, please sign them up via the link: http://ku.zone or direct enrolment link: https://
ku.zone/management/programs/program_timetable/902?collapse=1&frame=weekday
MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT
Meet the teacher nights are on Monday 10th February 4pm – 8pm and Tuesday 11th February 4pm – 6pm. If
you haven’t booked in a time to meet your child’s teacher, we encourage you to do so unless you have
already met your teacher at another time. Bookings can be made via the parent portal:
https://sentral.berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au/portal2. This is a good opportunity to share information about
your child with their teacher.
BOOK FAIR
Our annual school book fair is on Monday 10th February and Tuesday 11th February after school in the
library from 3.30pm to 5pm. Students have visited the book fair with their class teacher prior to the event
and will be bringing home a ‘wish list’ this week. This is a great opportunity for students to select their own
books and enjoy reading for pleasure. We thank parents in advance for supporting our book fair. A
proportion of the sales is given back to the school in ‘books’ for the library.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

If you have any spare dinner plates, bread & butter plates, mugs, tea towels,
knives, forks or spoons, our staff room would love them.You can drop these
off at the office. Thank you in advance.

Thank you to all the families who have returned their Anaphylaxis,
Allergy and Asthma forms.
It’s the department of Educations guidelines that these forms are completed
within a calendar year, so families are asked to take these forms to their local
G.P and return them to us immediately. If you have misplaced your form,
please contact the office.
Can you please ensure all forms have a photo attached to them and
the medication is given to the office.

All book club orders need to be placed ONLINE
by no later than 3pm Friday 14th February 2020

It was lovely to meet some new parents at our Tea and Tears morning tea on our
first school day for 2020. Starting a new school year can be such a chaotic and
emotional time, even for parents who have lived it many times over – it feels
good to be able to debrief!
Last year the PFA kicked a few fundraising goals and received some fantastic
feedback from parents and school staff about our events and how well we work
together.
This year we’re planning more events and we’ll be spending more time
connecting with you, the parent community.
Coming up at the PFA….
Friday 7th February, 3:15pm – 3:45pm: The Second-hand Uniform Shop is
open! Please see the shop window for all 2020 open dates and times.
Monday 17th February, 9:30am (after school assembly): Our PFA
meeting will be held in the Staff Room via the Main Office. Donuts & tea/coffee
provided! At the meeting we will be confirming our PFA events and dates for
2020 and selecting items to sell at the Mother’s Day stall in June. Come along and
help us out. All our meetings are informal, run for about 1 hour and you’re more
than welcome to bring kids & babies along – we have a small box of toys & books
for them to play with.
TBC March: Election for new 2020 PFA committee positions.
Being a part of our small committee is a great way to help move the PFA
forward, to be a voice for parents, and to expand your own skills as well as your
social circle. It’s not time-intensive and you don’t need any prior experience or
specific expertise to join the committee – just the enthusiasm to get involved. To
join, come along to our meeting or collect a PFA membership form from the
office.
Bring on 2020!
Christine
PFA President
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