
NEWSLETTER N0 34 31ST OCTOBER 2019 

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER - CURRICULUM FREE DAY - NO STUDENTS AT 

SCHOOL 

TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER - PUBLIC HOLIDAY - NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 

 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

 

HEAD LICE OUTBREAK 

We currently have somewhat of a head lice outbreak at our school. Our First Aid Officer, Karen Tsekouras is  

conducting routine checks – Karen does head lice inspections across all grades once per term. In the current  

circumstances, I do suggest that parents check their children for head lice as well. If you notice that your child has 

head lice, appropriate treatment can be purchased from pharmacies. 

 

MEDICAL ALERT: GASTRO OUTBREAK 

A number of children have been sent home, having vomited and appearing to suffer from a form of gastroenteritis. 

This type of condition is highly contagious, mostly within the first 24 hours after vomiting. I recommend that, in 

seeking medical advice as to the nature of your child’s condition, that you keep your child home for 24 hours after 

a vomiting attack.    

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



DIARY DATES: 
 

Thursday 7th November  Grade 2 Moonlit Sanctuary excursion 

Tuesday 12th November  Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development 

Wednesday 13th November  Grade 5 CERES 

Tuesday 19th November  Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development 

Friday 22nd November  Afternoon Delight - from 3.45 - 5.30pm 

Tuesday 26th November  Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development 

 

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY: 
 

Friday 1st November   Grade 2 Moonlit Sanctuary excursion 

Wednesday 6th November  Grade 5/6 Health & Human Development 

Friday 8th November   Grade 5 CERES 

 

 

 

 

 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. Why do we have job-sharing grades and sometimes composite grades? 

A. Firstly, job-sharing grades, and we currently have five such grades, are a reflection of the changing nature of the 

workplace. The DET has in place, as do many workplaces these days, flexible workplace policies designed to best 

support staff who do, or wish to, work on a part time basis, most often in order to provide a better work/family 

life balance.   

We have 27 fulltime teaching staff plus 7 part time teaching staff. In addition we have 3 fulltime education support 

staff plus 11 part time education support staff. In total we have 48 staff with 30 employed fulltime and 18 employed 

on a part time basis.  

We have composite grades when our student enrolment numbers in any given year level do not allow us to create 

equitable grade sizes, in keeping with DET guidelines, and given that we are entitled to 25 classrooms whilst we 

have between 600 and 650 students. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘A well-balanced diet includes nourishment for the mind’ 



MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER is a Curriculum day and no students are required at school.   

  

TUESDAY 5th NOVEMBER - Melbourne Cup Day is a public holiday and no students 

are required at school.  

  

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

On Monday 11th November we will be holding our Remembrance Day service as a part of our  

normal Monday morning assembly.  Families are invited to attend the service.  

  
LOST PROPERTY 

Please check lost property regularly if your child has lost belongings. The bins are located at the side  

entrance of the main building. At the end of the term, any remaining items are donated to the local Opp. 

Shop.  
  

PREP TRANSITION – GARDEN ACTIVITY 

On Tuesday, we had an enthusiastic and excited group of kinder children participate in a garden 

activity and they planted their own seeds into a pot to take home. They thoroughly enjoyed  

exploring the Community Garden. It was lovely working with our future Prep students and we 

look forward to meeting more of our Preps at the next transition activity which is story time in 

the library.   

 

PREP 2020 EYE (Early Years Evaluation) 

Over the last few days we have had the opportunity to work with many of our new Prep students 

who have completed the EYE assessment.  The assessment is a snap shot and looks at cognitive 

development, language skills, fine and gross motor skills and an awareness of themselves.  Parents 

receive an individual report and the information assists us in planning for student learning needs 

and possible areas for support when they start school. It has been lovely getting to know our new 

Prep students.  The EYE assessments will be completed early next week.   

 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY 
Next Thursday, 7th November is outdoor classroom day. Outdoor Classroom Day is a global campaign to 

celebrate and inspire outdoor learning and play. On this day, thousands of schools around the world take 

lessons outdoors and prioritise playtime. Outdoor learning improves children’s health, engages them with 

learning and leads to a greater connection with nature. Play not only teaches critical life skills such 

as resilience, teamwork and creativity, but is central to children’s enjoyment of childhood. We look forward 

to spending some learning time outside.  



RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 

Myth: 

Respectful relationships education teaches boys to feel ashamed and girls to feel like victims  

Fact: 

This is simply not true. None of the activities in the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching 

and learning materials teach students to feel ashamed, or feel like victims. Respectful Relationships pro-

motes respect and equality and helps boys as well as girls learn how to build healthy relationships.  

Myth: 

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials are not age  

appropriate  

Fact: 

The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials were developed by lead-

ing education experts, who tailored the materials to each year level from Foundation to year 12 and made 

sure all information is age-appropriate and grounded in evidence.  

 

SAVE THE DATE: AFTERNOON DELIGHT 3.45pm to 5.30pm (approximately) 

On Friday 22nd November, we will be holding our Afternoon Delight Picnic on the grade 1/2 oval.  

On the afternoon, there will be performances from students and the choir, an art show in the 

main school corridor and Zance. Families are encouraged to bring afternoon tea and enjoy  

celebrating the wonderful year we have had at Berwick Lodge! 

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 

The end of 2019 is quickly approaching, so to ensure that you receive your reward back 

before school finishes, our LAST DAY for student banking will be Tuesday 

3RD DECEMBER 2019.  If your child is in grade 6 and have gold tokens, please  

remember these cannot be transferred to siblings so make sure you order all rewards by 

the 3rd December 2019. 

 

The 2019 Polar Saver rewards are still available EXCEPT the Yeti Fluffy Notebook as this 

has sold out. 



HELMETED HONEYEATER AMBASSADORS REPORT: 

On Monday 28th October we went to Yellingbo for our third ambassador visit.  We planted 250 trees and 

shrubs. We planted the plants into a reclaimed farming area.   

We went into the nursery for a quick look at the plants we planted last time.  They had all grown. While we 

were there, we started talking about different types of plants we liked and wanted.  Mel let us keep a plant 

each.  My plant is a Melaleuca which I am going to make into a bonsai.  

We planted close to the end of our visit.  We planted near a creek and it was very wet.  The grass area was 

covered by black weed mat. The weed mat stops all the weeds from growing so the plants can grow.  We 

found a dead skink.  We left it in Mel’s car.  We also found 

two live skinks.  If we held our feet up, the skink would hide 

under our feet in the shade as it was quite hot. We used a 

Hamilton planter to dig a hole and then we put the plants 

in.  On the way to get our drink bottles, we saw a giant 

hole in the fence which a wombat had dug under the 

fence.  The area we were planting in was fenced so that the 

deer and kangaroos couldn’t get in and eat the plants.  We 

enjoyed the visit and wished we could stay longer.  We are 

looking forward to going to Healesville Sanctuary for our 

final excursion.   

Photo: The 2019 Ambassadors: Tess, Cooper, Faith and 

Felix with Mel, the ambassador educator, holding the tubes 

from which the plants were growing in prior to planting.  

 

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY THURSDAY 7th NOVEMBER   

Our school will be participating in Outdoor Classroom day again this year on Thursday 7th November.  The 

day may include planting, learning outside, reading, games, maths activities and many other things.   

The outdoors is a great space to learn.  Please talk to your child’s teacher to find out more.  

 

GREEN LIVING FESTIVAL Saturday 16th November 10am – 3pm at Bunjil Place,  

Narre Warren 

The City of Casey are holding a Green Living Day and everyone is welcome to attend.  On the day there will 

be wildlife experiences, market stalls, talks, demonstrations, entertainment and you can even make your own 

pedal powered smoothies!  Search ‘Green Living’ on the City of Casey website to find out more information. 

 

BANDICOOT PROGRAM INCURSION 

This week, our grade 4 students enjoyed a visit from 

Charlotte Fletcher, the Southern Brown Bandicoot 

Outreach Educator Officer from Cranbourne Botanical 

Gardens.  The students learnt about the bandicoot and 

how to identify this species from the common rat.  

There were wonderful discussions around how to   

protect the bandicoots which live within our native  

environment.     



HAVE YOU SEEN THE HUGE RED FLOWER IN THE COMMUNITY GARDEN? 

Currently in our Community Garden, we have an amazing Gymea Lily flowering.  This is a huge, spectacular 

Australian native plant.  Apparently it takes at least 8 years or more before it will flower.  The plant was al-

ready established when we transplanted this within our Community Garden 5 years ago.  We presume our 

plant is at least 8 to 10 years old.  This is the first time it has flowered!  You can see many examples of this 

plant at the Cranbourne Botanical Gardens.   Please wander through the Community Garden and look for the 

plant within the middle section of the garden, just past the bridges.  The insects are loving the colourful addi-

tion to our garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN BOXES BEING REPLACED 

We are currently in the process of replacing our original garden boxes with more solid timber.  This is a big 

job but will be fantastic when completed!  We will then be able to start planting again! 

 

Happy Gardening, 

Mrs. McCrum.  



BUSINESS ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

Hoping to start the Friday class on the 25th October 2019 but we just 

need a couple more students to go ahead. Please contact Liz or Vicky on 

the below numbers if you’re interested in joining or would like further  

information. 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 


