NEWSLETTER N0 17
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CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MONDAY 10TH JUNE - NO STUDENTS REQUIRED AT
SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

STEP INTO PREP NIGHT SUCCESS
Thank you to the over 80 parents who attended our Step into Prep evening earlier this week. Congratulations to
our school captains who spoke so well at the meeting and to our Prep staff team for the excellent presentation
they provided. Events such as this provide us with the opportunity to share the great education that we provide at
Berwick Lodge for our students with the wider community. My thanks again to everyone.
LOST PROPERTY
Our lost property bins are once again overflowing and, as the term nears its end, we will be forwarding all
unclaimed, non-school clothing items to designated charities at the end of the term. School uniform items that are
not named will be cleaned and given to our second-hand school clothes program. I was checking through the lost
property bins earlier today and I was amazed at the number of relatively expensive, non-school clothes items in the
bins. For example, I noticed a lovely Kathmandu jacket. Please take the chance to check our lost property before
the end of term if your child has any missing clothes items.
CAR PARKING
A pre-emptive alert – the City of Casey Bylaws Officers will be increasing their rounds of visits to our locality in
the coming weeks. It has been brought to my attention that the level of non-compliance with parking regulations in
our adjacent streets has been increasing recently. Please take heed.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Are Prep siblings of children attending our school guaranteed enrolment next year if they do not
live within our enrolment zone?
A. Yes, they are. We also are still taking a number of enrolments for next year for children without siblings at our
school. Please contact us at the school if you have any questions or would like to book a tour.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘It’s one thing to laugh at yourself, but quite another to laugh at others.’

DIARY DATES:
Wednesday 12th June
Friday 14th June
Monday 24th June
Wednesday 17th - 26th July
Thursday 1st August
Monday 5th - 7th August
Wednesday 14th AugustFriday 16th August

Edwin Flack District Girls Football
Scholastic Book Club orders placed online by 3pm
Grade 5/6 Rugby
Prep - 2 Swimming Program
Australian Mathematics competition Grades 3 - 6
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill camp
Wakakirri

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:
Friday 7th June
Thursday 13th June
Wednesday 19th June
Wednesday 19th June
Wednesday 19th June

Grade 5 camp deposit
Prep - Grade 6 Life Education visit
Grade 5/6 Rugby
Australian Mathematics competition
Prep - 2 Swimming Program

NATIONAL BUDDY DAY
On Thursday 20th June the whole school will look forward to celebrating ‘National Buddy Day’ by
participating in a range of activities with their buddy grade. The theme for the day is ‘Banding Together’.
Activities will promote the values of the Better Buddies framework, which include: caring for others,
friendliness, respect, valuing, difference, including others and responsibility. We are asking the students to
dress in purple and bring a gold coin donation. The money raised will be donated to the Alannah &
Madeline Foundation. At Berwick Lodge we highly value our association with the Alannah & Madeline
Foundation and recognise the great benefits of the Better Buddy Program.
WINTER WEATHER
The cold weather has now set in. Please make sure that the children are dressed for the cold weather, with
a warm jacket and a beanie. We want the children to continue to enjoy playing outside even on the colder
days.
LONG WEEKEND
Monday 10th June is a public holiday. No students are required at school on this day.
DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL
Tomorrow our whole school will celebrate the Dragon Boat Festival. We encourage all students to wear
red, gold or Chinese costumes. The students will participate in workshops during the day which are run by
the Confucius institute from La Trobe University. We will have an assembly from 11.45am – 12.45am
where we will enjoy a flute performance and dances from our grade 3/4 area. Parents are welcome to
attend the assembly (weather dependent) on the basketball courts. Thank you to Ms Wen Tian our
Mandarin teacher for organising this special day.
LIFE EDUCATION VAN
The Life Education Van will be visiting Berwick Lodge on Monday 17th June through to Thursday 28th June.
The prep to grade six students will all have the opportunity to participate in the Life Ed program. The
Program provides the information, understanding, skills and strategies children require to make safe
decisions about their health and well-being. The modules offered are: Prep – My Body Matters,
One – Harold’s Friendships, Two – Growing Good Friends, Three – Mind Your Medicine,
Four – B Cyberwise, Five – Relate, Respect, Connect, Six – Decisions.
Follow the link to find out more information, resources and activities. https://www.lifeeducation.org.au/
eSafety: OFFICE OF ESAFTY COMMISSIONER
Follow the link for plenty of tips and practical steps to help your child explore safely and manage online
issues should they arise. This is especially important at this age as they strive for independence and peer
acceptance.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

HELMETED HONEYEATER AMBASSADOR PROGRAM 2019:
Today our Grade 4 and 5 students attended a presentation by the Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater environmental coordinator, Melanie Birtchnell. The students learnt about the bird,
habitat, food and briefly about the breeding program. The bird, which is also our school logo, is
critically endangered and not many remain in the wild. Our school has participated in the
ambassador program for the past two years. Students in grade 4/5 who are interested in becoming
an ambassador can apply for the position. As an ambassador, they have the opportunity to visit
Yellingbo nature reserve to learn about the bird in the wild, plant plants within the reserve, learn
how to propagate and harvest seeds, and visit Healesville Sanctuary to go behind the scenes to see
the captive breeding program. The ambassadors work with Mrs. McCrum and the environmental
coordinator. The selected students share their learning with our school community via assemblies,
newsletters and media posts. This year, we will be encouraging the ambassadors to think of an action which can educate
everyone about the environment and sustainability. We will announce the 2019 ambassadors very soon.
FRIENDS OF THE HELMETED HONEYEATER NEW MEMBERS DAY:

The Committee and fellow members of the Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater would like to welcome you to a special event.
You are invited to a New Members Day on Saturday 22nd June 2019.
10am to 2pm
1217 Macclesfield Rd Yellingbo
Starting at the Rangers house, we will be having a short presentation, followed by a tour to
the Reserve to see the birds in the wild and end with a complimentary lunch.
RSVP needed to assist with catering, please indicate dietary needs by contacting
email) info@helmetedhoneyeater.org.au or phone) 5964 8341 RSVP due Thursday 20th
June
WHAT TO GROW NOW:

Beans - Sow seeds Brussels sprouts - Start in seed trays and plant out in 5-6 weeks
Carrots - Sow seeds Cabbage - Sow seeds Cauliflower - Start in seed trays and plant out in 4-6 weeks
Chives - Sow seeds Fennel - Sow seeds Kale - Sow seeds Kohlrabi - Sow seeds Peas - Sow seeds
Leeks - Start in seed trays and plant out in 5-6 week Lettuce - Sow seeds Mustard greens - Sow seeds
Onion - Start in seed trays and plant out in 4-6 weeks Oregano - Sow seeds Turnip - Sow seeds
Silverbeet & Swiss Chard - Sow seeds Spinach - Sow seeds Strawberry plants - transplant
Seedlings
WANTED/DONATIONS: Do you have small plastic toys such as McDonalds toys or plastic tea
sets that you no longer need? We love donations of these which we place into our Community/
Sensory Garden for our students to play with. Please leave donations at the office.

Are you a ‘handy person’ who would be able to make some wooden blocks for a giant Jenga
game? Please come and speak to Mrs McCrum for further information.

Do you have a coloured Yoga mat in good condition that is no longer required? We would
like a few for our grade 5/6 outdoor common room garden. Please leave donations at the
fice.

Ice cream containers – 4 litre size. We require some ice cream containers, preferably 4
litres in size as we use these under the drink taps to collect spilt water for our gardens.
Please leave donations at the office.
Happy gardening, Mrs McCrum.

of-

Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday. However this
treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients (ie: fun-size
chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the day.

Scholastic Book Club orders are now open and must be place online
by 3pm on Friday 14th June 2019
Please do not send cash to the office as ALL orders must purchased
ONLINE via CREDIT CARD.

Spare clothes

With the onset of wet weather we have had a dramatic increase in
students needing to borrow clothes from sickbay. If your child
borrows clothes, please wash and return them as soon as possible. If
your child has been given underwear from sickbay, please replace
these with a new pair as we are unable to reuse these due to health
regulations. It is best to keep a spare set of clothing, including
underwear and socks, in your child’s bag as we have limited supplies in
sickbay.
Also there are many viruses going around at the moment. If your child
is feeling unwell with flu like symptoms, it is best to keep them at
home to recover.

Wakakirri 2019
This year we are participating in the Wakakirri Story Dance Competition and we would
love your help. As the aim is to re-use and recycle we are after some costumes that you
may have at home and could kindly donate or lend to us for our performance.
Our Story this year is centred around ANZAC day and the football game that is played
between Essendon and Collingwood.
Some of the items you could help and donate to the Performing Arts room are:

School Dresses (Larger sizes) – These will be dyed so cannot be returned

Essendon and Collingwood jerseys/scarves (we can return these after the
performance)

Military wear – Hats, Jackets, Pants

Spare material – White, Black, Green, Brown

If you have any of these items we would appreciate your help. If you would like your
items returned, please name them clearly and we will return them after the
performance.
Thank you for your support.
Christine Thomas
Performing Arts Teacher

We are excited to be taking part in the 2019 Woolworths Earn & Learn
program. During the previous campaign, we were able to purchase some
great resources with the points we earned, thanks to you!. From now until
June 25th 2019, you can collect stickers at Wooloworths that go towards
Earn & Learn points. For every $10 you spend at Woolworths (excluding the
purchase of tobacco, liquor and gift cards), you will receive a sticker. These
stickers can then be given to your children to collect on a special sticker
sheet. Once it is completed, they can simply bring it back here to school or
you can drop them into your local Woolworths collection box. The more
points we earn, the more we can redeem from a choice of over 10,000
educational resources including mathematics and English resources, art &
crafts materials and much, much more! We are grateful for your support and
look forward to a successful program. If you have any questions, please ask at
School.

“Application forms for 2019 CSEF payment ONLY need to be completed by those families who are new
to Berwick Lodge Primary School, have new enrolments in 2019 (eg: new siblings started in 2019) or there
is a change in family circumstance (ie: change of name or concession card number). All other families
do NOT need to submit an application if you applied in 2018. The school will submit this
application on your behalf. If you are unsure as to whether you need to apply or not, please do not
hesitate to contact us via the school office on 9707 1766.”

APPLICATIONS CLOSE ON FRIDAY 21ST JUNE 2019.
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING
My name is Aimee Ryland and I am a student in the Master of Teaching at
Deakin University. As part of my degree, I am conducting a research project
exploring how picture books without written text (wordless picture books)
might be engaging for young readers. I am looking for Grade 2 children and
their parents to take part in my study. Participation in this study will require a
time commitment of approximately four hours over a period of six to seven
weeks. If you are interested in participating, please contact me on
0400 930 049 or by email at aryland@deakin.edu.au, and I can provide you
with further information.
This study has received Deakin University ethics approval HAE-19-056.
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