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CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

WELCOME TO TERM 2
What a short week this has been! I do hope that you were able to enjoy some quality family time over the Easter
break – life is quite hectic much of the time and we all need some down time with our family and friends.
Thank you to Terry Hornbuckle, representing the Berwick RSL and Troy Norton, a member of the RAAF and
former student at Berwick Lodge for attending and to all parents who came to our annual ANZAC Day ceremony
on Wednesday. It has become a feature event in our annual calendar.
PARENT BEHAVIOUR ISSUES: 60 MINUTES PROGRAM ON CHANNEL 9
This Sunday evening, on 60 Minutes, Channel 9 are presenting a feature segment on the vexing issue of the extent
of, and how schools are dealing with that small cohort of parents across all school systems, who for whatever
reasons behave badly. Our school, a great school, periodically suffers from such incidents, as do all schools and
sadly, despite the fact that only a small percentage of parents behave badly, the negative impact on staff, students
and other parents can be very significant. It is a matter of growing concern across the school sector and has been
receiving substantial coverage in the media. I was invited to participate in the discussion, and after careful
consideration decided to do so. You may be interested in tuning in to the program.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Are parents required to report to school reception when picking up/dropping of their children, or
dropping off lunch items for their children during school hours?
A. YES. I understand that some parents are reporting directly to their children’s classroom in these circumstances.
In future please report directly to reception, for both security and administrative purposes.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘Harnessing your emotions can be likened to riding a horse – with or without reins?’

DIARY DATES:
Tuesday 30th April
Wednesday 1st May
Wednesday 1st May
Thursday 9th May
Wednesday 29th - 31st May
Wednesday 14th AugustFriday 16th August

Grade 2 Polly Woodside excursion (2K, 2H & 2S)
Grade 2 Polly Woodside excursion (2AL & 2M)
Grade 4 Hands on Science incursion
Mothers Day Stall
Grade 6 City Camp
Wakakirri

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:
Monday 29th April
Wednesday 8th May
Friday 10th May

Grade 4 Hands on Science
Mothers Day Stall
Grade 6 City Camp

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

WELCOME BACK
Welcome back to all families and I hope that you enjoyed your holidays with your children and ate some
chocolate Easter eggs! Term 2 is already shaping up to be an exciting and busy term for our school.
STUDENT ATTITUDE TO SCHOOL SURVEY
We want our students to tell us what they think! We value student voice as a means to improving student
engagement, wellbeing and quality instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what your child thinks of
Berwick Lodge. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered by the Department of
Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of
school. Our school will use the survey results to plan programs and activities to improve your child's schooling
experience.
Students from Year 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online during school
hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. It is important to note that we are not in any way
“testing” your child. Your child has the right to refuse or withdraw from the survey at any point before, during,
or after completion of the survey.
Your child will be provided with a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier
that may be used to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept
anonymous in the response file. Personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This
ensures that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period <<Monday 29th April
to Friday 7th June. The survey only takes 20 minutes to complete and occurs during your child's class time.
The survey results will be reported back to the school before the end of term 2. All survey data that is made
available in reports are for groups of students only so that no individual student can be identified. Data
suppression rules are used for schools with low student numbers per year level.
If you would like more information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx
NAPLAN TESTING FOR YEARS 3 AND 5
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy tests for Years 3 and 5 students will be held on
Tuesday 14th May, Wednesday 15th May and Thursday 16th May 2019. The NAPLAN tests are
conducted by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) on behalf of the Ministerial Council
for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs (MCEECDYA). The results of the tests provide
diagnostic information for parents and teachers about a child’s performance in Literacy and Numeracy. This
information can be used to support teaching and learning programs and improve student achievement. All
students are encouraged to participate in NAPLAN tests. Students with special needs may qualify for special
provisions which reflect the support normally provided in the classroom. A formal exemption may be granted for
a student who has a significant intellectual disability or who has recently arrived in Australia and is from a
non-English speaking background. While participation by all students is expected, students may be withdrawn
from the testing program by their parent/carer. This is a matter for consideration by individual parents/carers.
Withdrawals are intended to address issues such as religious beliefs and philosophical objections to testing. A
formal application for exemption must be received by the principal prior to the testing. Later in the year, you will
receive your child’s personal report. The report will describe your child’s particular skills in Reading, Writing,
Language Conventions and Numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to
national minimum standards. These describe minimum acceptable standards for students across Australia.
Further details about the testing program can be accessed by visiting the VCAA website at: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
If you have any concerns about your child participating in NAPLAN, please speak to your class teacher.

SCHOOL ZONE ONLINE
The Department has released a new website that helps parents identify their local public school online.
Findmyschool.vic.gov.au launched on 23rd April and shows every school zone across the state. The new website
highlights the choice of public schools available to the Victorian community.
If you child is preparing to enter Year 7 and want to know more about the public secondary school options in
our area, or you know someone who is interested in enrolling at our school, try findmyschool.vic.gov.au
If you have a question about the website, contact the Victorian School building Authority Hotline on
1800 896 950 or email vsba@edumail.vic.gov.au
KIDS HELPLINE AND PARENT HELPLINE
Kids Helpline is Australia's only free, private, and confidential 24/7 phone and online counselling service for young
people aged 5 to 25. Counselling is currently offered by phone 1800 55 1800.
There is also a Parent Helpline service. 13 22 89 (cost of a local call)
Open 8am to midnight 7 days a week







Be listened to by a qualified counsellor outside of the situation
Tune into your needs right now as a parent (as well as your child’s)
Work out your strategies for making meaningful change
Get information and resources about children and parenting
Access individually paced over-the-phone parenting skills training
Understand your family dynamics more clearly

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

The PFA will be running 2 big events this term and planning even more!
The Mother’s Day stall will be held on Thursday 9 May in the school’s gym building between 9-11am.
Notices were sent home on Wednesday this week, so please consider volunteering to help at the
stall on the day. It’s a lovely way to meet other parents and help the students select a gift for their
special person.
We’ll also be holding a huge fundraising ‘democracy sausage’ bbq at the school for this year’s Federal
Election that is set for Saturday 18 May. We’ll be setting up the bbq from around 7am and cooking
until 2pm, so please let a friendly PFA member know if you can come along to help us for an hour or
two on the day.
The PFA has plans for lots more events and activities for the rest of the year, including a student
disco and some parent information evenings. We’d love it if you’d like to get involved, so please
come along for coffee and donuts to our next meeting on Monday 6 May at 9:30am (after morning
assembly) in the staff room.
Cheers & happy Term 2
Christine - PFA President.

SIBLING CANTEEN ORDERS.
If you give your children a canteen order, can you please
ensure each child has their order submitted through their
classroom. Please do not combine sibling orders in the
one envelope as this can get missed. It’s okay to combine
sibling monies into one envelope but each student must
have their own order placed through their classroom.

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Berwick Lodge PS is excited to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by 6th September 2019.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
A further note about the Premiers Reading Challenge has been placed on the Parent Portal.

2019 Whitlam Institute Writing Competition
Inspired by Gough Whitlam's commitment to involving young people in the shaping of Australia's
future, the 2019 writing competition is currently open to school students in years 5 to 12 from NSW,
VIC, WA, the ACT and Tasmania. Responding to the simple question 'What matters?', entrants are
free to express their views on any matter they care about.
This is an exciting online, voluntary opportunity for our senior students.

For more information on how to enter see:
https://www.whitlam.org/what-matters
Dr Mark Carthew
BLPS Literacy Coordinator

HEADLICE!
We are getting lots of reports of headlice in many grades. Please check
your child’s hair and if you find eggs or live lice, please treat your child’s
hair and do a follow-up treatment 7 days later. Please also let the office
know so we can do a check in your child’s grade.

If you have a child in Prep we strongly encourage you to leave a spare set of clothes in their school bag
as accidents can happen. If your child has borrowed clothes from sick bay, can you please kindly wash
and return these so we have spares for all our students. Our sick bay has donated supplies of brand new
underwear. Due to hygiene regulations, you cannot return these, but we do ask that if your child does
come home with new underwear that you please purchase some more to replace the one you have you
have taken.

“Application forms for 2019 CSEF payment ONLY need to be completed by those families who are new
to Berwick Lodge Primary School, have new enrolments in 2019 (eg: new siblings started in 2019) or there
is a change in family circumstance (ie: change of name or concession card number). All other families
do NOT need to submit an application if you applied in 2018. The school will submit this
application on your behalf. If you are unsure as to whether you need to apply or not, please do not
hesitate to contact us via the school office on 9707 1766.”

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING
Our class is now full at Berwick a Lodge Primary which starts this month.
We are now taking enrolments for Term 2. Hoping to start class on Thursdays from the 6th June.
If you are interested in enrolling please call or email Daisy for a booking day and time.
Daisy
Eastern college
9790 9200
dhardy@eastern.edu.au
5 Burwood Hwy
Wantirna Vic

For further information on this course, please click on the below link;
http://www.tamums.com.au/student-info-sheet/
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