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CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
TERM 1 ENDS FRIDAY 5/4/19 AT 2.30PM
TERM 2 STARTS TUESDAY 23/4/19

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

WELL DONE EVERYONE
It’s hard to believe that here we are at the end of term 1! As I said at Monday’s school assembly, it really has been
a great start to our school year – our PREPs and other new students have settled in very well and things are
running smoothly. Importantly, there is an obvious air of enthusiasm and camaraderie throughout our school.
Thank you to everyone – students, parents and staff for making this happen. I hope you all find the time to enjoy
the holidays and have the chance to ‘smell the roses’ as the saying goes.
STUDENT WELLBEING ISSUES
I noted in today’s The Age newspaper a comprehensive piece by Henrietta Cook, providing details of the findings of
a new analysis by the Grattan Institute which highlights how major depression and anxiety severely hamper a
student’s progress in the classroom. Children with poor mental health struggle with the same level of academic
disadvantage as those with unemployed or low educated parents. This finding shocked the Grattan Institute’s
school education director, Dr Peter Goss. With all due respect, I must say that I am not shocked. Educators in
schools have noted with increasing concern in recent years, both the apparent rising level, and impact of mental
health issues on students learning. It’s fair to say that depression and anxiety issues are not confined only to
children, but are of increasing concern to our population at large. Hearteningly, Victorian Education Minister,
James Merlino said the government’s royal commission into mental health, which will begin with community
consultations this week, would look at the needs and challenges facing children and young people.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. What are the requirements for food items provided to children for special occasions such as
birthday treats?
A. They must be commercially manufactured, properly packaged and sealed, with clear labelling of all ingredients.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘You

will know you are on the path to maturity when you can laugh at yourself
- and you’ll enjoy the journey all that much more too!

DIARY DATES:
Friday 5th April
Tuesday 30th April
Wednesday 1st May
Wednesday 1st May
Wednesday 29th - 31st May
Wednesday 14th AugustFriday 16th August

Grade 6 Wonder DVD
Grade 2 Polly Woodside excursion (2K, 2H & 2S)
Grade 2 Polly Woodside excursion (2AL & 2M)
Grade 4 Hands on Science incursion
Grade 6 City Camp
Wakakirri

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:
Friday 5th April
Friday 5th April
Monday 29th April
Friday 10th May

Grade 2 Polly Woodside excursion
Grade 5/6 Winter Interschool Sports
Grade 4 Hands on Science
Grade 6 City Camp

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

EASTER HAT PARADE
The Prep children all looked wonderful in their Easter Hats today and enjoyed sharing their creations with their
families and buddies in our Easter hat parade. What a surprise it was when they returned to their classrooms and
discovered the Easter Bunny had visited and left Easter eggs!
HEADLICE
During the two week holiday break, we would appreciate the support of every family in the school in the
detection and total eradication of any live lice and/or eggs that are found in children’s hair. While we realise
that families are busy, we feel that it would be a most worthwhile exercise in eradicating lice from the school.
To be successful, every family would need to commit some time to checking their children’s hair at least twice
over the holidays. If any live lice are found, treat immediately. (Complete follow-up checks and treatment.) If any
eggs are found, apply lots of conditioner, and patiently remove all eggs. If every family is diligent in this exercise,
we will be able to break the head lice cycle in the school. We thank you in advance for your cooperation, and
look forward to a ‘Lice-free Term 2 at B.L.P.S.!’
RULES AROUND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY IN THE HOME
The school holidays are upon us and many children will be spending additional time on their devices. ‘Children’s
digital technology needs to be managed and monitored by parents. That means some rules and guidelines need to be in
place.’ Michael Gross parenting ideas.com
The following link provides an interesting read relating to developing some rules around digital devices in the
home: https://aifs.gov.au/cfca/publications/online-safety
TERM FINISH – 2.30pm Friday 5th April Term 2 starts on Tuesday 23rd April.
Term 1 will finish at 2.30pm on Friday 5th April. Camp Australia will be operating from 2.30pm on this day.
SPECIAL PERSONS DAY
The grade 1 students enjoyed having “Grandparents and Special Person” day today. They enjoyed participating in
a range of games and activities, which their grandparents may have played.
CHESS TOURNAMENT CONGRATULATIONS
Last week, Sahas in grade 2H participated in an interschool chess tournament at Berwick
Primary School. This was his first ever chess tournament since he learnt to play chess,
and he won 4 out of the 7 games he played. He was awarded a certificate for his
achievement and a medal as he was able to defeat more experienced opponents while
being the only representative from Berwick Lodge primary school. Congratulations to
Sahas on his achievement!
CHESS CLUB
If your child is interested in joining our school Chess club, please sign up via the kid’s
unlimited link. http://www.kidsunlimited.com.au/ Chess starts again on Monday 29th
April.
THANK YOU and HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We would like to say thank you to all our families for a wonderful start to the school year. We appreciate all of
the support and assistance from families throughout the school. We would like to wish students and their
families a Happy Easter and a safe and restful holiday!

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Garden Club Excursion – Melbourne International Flower and
Garden Show:
On Friday 29th March, Twenty Garden club members had a fantastic excursion to the Melbourne
International Flower and Garden show. They enjoyed planting some basil to take home, learning about
worms and soil, investigating pond mini beasts, playing on a ‘natural’ play scape where they could climb,
dig and ride bikes which pumped water, learning about sustainability and seeing all of the amazing
gardens, plants and floral arrangements. We had a fabulous day and the students were congratulated
by members of the public on their outstanding behaviour. Well done to Amelie and Natalie who
presented an informative speech at Monday morning assembly.

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Berwick Lodge PS is excited to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of
reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set
number of books by 6th September 2019.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books.
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian
Premier.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc
A further note about the Premiers Reading Challenge has been placed on the Parent Portal.

2019 Whitlam Institute Writing Competition
Inspired by Gough Whitlam's commitment to involving young people in the shaping of Australia's
future, the 2019 writing competition is currently open to school students in years 5 to 12 from NSW,
VIC, WA, the ACT and Tasmania. Responding to the simple question 'What matters?', entrants are
free to express their views on any matter they care about.
This is an exciting online, voluntary opportunity for our senior students.

For more information on how to enter see:
https://www.whitlam.org/what-matters
Dr Mark Carthew
BLPS Literacy Coordinator

HEADLICE! During the two week holiday break, we would appreciate
the support of every family in the school in the detection and total
eradication of any live lice and/or eggs that are found in children’s hair.
While we realise that families are busy, we feel that it would be a most
worthwhile exercise in eradicating lice from the school. To be successful,
every family would need to commit some time to checking their
children’s hair at least twice over the holidays. If any live lice are found,
treat immediately. (Complete follow-up checks and treatment.) If any eggs
are found, apply lots of conditioner, and patiently remove all eggs. If every
family is diligent in this exercise, we will be able to break the head lice cycle in the school. We thank
you in advance for your cooperation, and look forward to a ‘Lice-free Term 2 at B.L.P.S.!’

If you have a child in Prep we strongly encourage you to leave a spare set of clothes in their school bag
as accidents can happen. If your child has borrowed clothes from sick bay, can you please kindly wash
and return these so we have spares for all our students. Our sick bay has donated supplies of brand new
underwear. Due to hygiene regulations, you cannot return these, but we do ask that if your child does
come home with new underwear that you please purchase some more to replace the one you have you
have taken.

Please take a look at the items in the below pictures to see
if your child is missing any of these. All items not
collected by the end of term 1 (one) on Friday 5th April, will
be donated to charity.

There was a slight price increase at the start of the year, so
below is the updated version. This menu can be found on the
parent portal and also on the BLPS website.

“Application forms for 2019 CSEF payment ONLY need to be completed by those families who are new
to Berwick Lodge Primary School, have new enrolments in 2019 (eg: new siblings started in 2019) or there
is a change in family circumstance (ie: change of name or concession card number). All other families
do NOT need to submit an application if you applied in 2018. The school will submit this
application on your behalf. If you are unsure as to whether you need to apply or not, please do not
hesitate to contact us via the school office on 9707 1766.”

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING
NEW COURSE DUE TO START ON FRIDAY 22ND MARCH
2019.

IS NOW FULL.
Our class is now full at Berwick a Lodge Primary which starts this month.
We are now taking enrolments for Term 2. Hoping to start class on Thursdays from the 6th June.
If you are interested in enrolling please call or email Daisy for a booking day and time.
Daisy
Eastern college
9790 9200
dhardy@eastern.edu.au
5 Burwood Hwy
Wantirna Vic
For further information on this course, please click on the below link;
http://www.tamums.com.au/student-info-sheet/
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