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28TH FEBRUARY 2019

CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
FRIDAY 8TH MARCH - CURRICULUM FREE DAY - NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
SCHOOL ENROLMENT ZONES
You may have read recently of a review of school enrolment zones that is to be undertaken by the DET in the
coming months. This review follows on the announcement by the DET in June of last year that as of then,
sometime after schools had already commenced the process of taking enrolments for 2019, that a “50/50” rule
would apply to schools with respect to being provided with additional portable classrooms in the event that their
enrolments increased. In short, the change in practical terms meant that if more than 50 per cent of a school’s total
enrolment came from outside their designated neighbourhood area (zone), then they would not receive additional
portable classrooms. Berwick Lodge P.S. with well over 50 percent of our students coming from outside our
designated neighbourhood area (that is, we are the students closest public school) would be affected.
Currently we have 25 classrooms in total, and as schools are provided with 1 classroom per 25 children, we are
not “full”, so to speak, until our enrolments increase beyond 625. In saying this, it should be noted that the DET
does not generally provide schools with additional portable classrooms until schools’ enrolment numbers rise to
more than 25 students above their current enrolment. The reasoning behind this is that as the DET now provides
schools with double classroom portables, not single classroom portables and the DET does not favour providing
schools with classrooms surplus to entitlement.
The introduction of the 50/50 rule last year certainly caused a great deal of confusion and stress for both schools
and parents. In addition, some confusion existed over what constituted the precise neighbourhood boundaries for
many schools. As we understand matters at present, the DET plan to redefine school neighbourhood boundaries,
and in doing so, enable parents to log in on the DET website their address and be able to ascertain with certainty,
their neighbourhood zoned school. In addition, we believe, the DET will be negotiating with school principals
maximum number of students that their school can take, bearing in mind their existing facilities and grounds, and
capacity to grow or need to reduce in student numbers.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
The bottom line is, and will remain, that schools are required to enrol all children living within their designated
neighbourhood zone. Importantly, schools will still be able to take students from outside their neighbourhood
zone providing that they are not at capacity in total or across specific year levels. Also, and importantly, in taking
students from outside their neighbourhood zone, schools must be mindful of the fact that if their enrolment
profile is one whereby they have more than 50 per cent of their students enrolled from outside their zone, then
they will not be provided with additional classrooms. In effect, parent choice of school will continue to be
government policy, but with some added caveats.
Insofar as our school is concerned, I do not anticipate any change to our current enrolment practice for
2020 – we take all neighbourhood children and have the capacity to take a number of students across
most year levels from outside our neighbourhood zone.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. When can we enrol our children for 2020?
A. The formal process historically commences in May when schools receive from the DET the relevant enrolment
procedures documentation for enrolments for the next year. Nonetheless, we do provide personal tours for
parents throughout the year.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘Malnutrition comes in many forms – that’s food for thought!’

DIARY DATES:
Tuesday 5th March
Friday 8th March
Monday 11th March
Thursday 7th March
Wednesday 13th March
Thursday 14th March

Grade 3 Marvellous Me incursion
Curriculum free day
Labour Day public holiday
Grade 6 IMAX excursion
Grade 5 Scienceworks excursion
School Photographs

PORTAL PERMISSION TO BE GRANTED BY:
Friday 1st March
Monday 4th March
Friday 8th March

Grade 3 Marvellous Me incursion
Grade 6 IMAX excursion
Grade 5 Scienceworks excursion

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

STUDENTS WHO RIDE BIKES/SCOOTERS TO SCHOOL
Students who ride to school need to store their bike/scooter in the bike shed for the duration of the day. The
bike shed is locked just after 9am and opened just prior to 3.30pm. Please remind your child if they ride to
school and arrive after the bell they need to come to the office and we will organise for the bike monitors to
unlock the bike shed.
CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 8th March – No School for students on this day.
Friday 8th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day.
JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL – NUDE FOOD DAY and CLEAN UP SCHOOLS DAY
Tomorrow the JSC are holding a nude food day in support of ‘Clean up schools day’. This is to encourage
everyone to help reduce rubbish within the school grounds. Students are encouraged to bring food without plastic wrappers. Food could be packed into washable plastic containers. All fruit, vegetable and food scraps will be
placed into the compost. Paper scraps can be recycled. The JSC will be investigating which grade has the least
amount of rubbish. Thanks to the JSC for organising an environmental focus event for their first activity of the
year.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
School photos will be held on Thursday 14th March. Details have been sent home with students on Monday. If
you require a sibling form or a spare form, please contact the office.
Perceptual Motor Program for Preps.
Our prep students participate in PMP each Tuesday and Thursday morning. If you are available to assist with this
program, please speak to a prep teacher or Miss Craig.
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK
If you would like to be able to assist on excursions, camps or within the classroom programs, you do require to
have a working with children check. You can obtain this online and please bring to the office for them to copy
and add to our records.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Mind Body & Soul incursion
Today the Grade 4 students participated in an incursion called Mind Body & Soul. Our
instructor, Mel, took the students through a series of yoga poses, relaxation techniques,
stretches and meditation. The students thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were given a
small crystal to take home. Ask your child to demonstrate some of the poses and
techniques they were taught today and you might be able to relax together!

Today we went to the OHSC building and talked to Mel about mind, body and soul. We
did a couple of yoga poses, my favourite was the tree. My favourite part was the
meditation which made me calm and relax. I was always focused. Meditation helped my
mind set so I can focus. In the end we each got a crystal, I got a clear one.
Victoria 4FS
Today Grade 4FS and some of Grade 4CW went to the Mind Body & Soul incursion!
Mel, the incursion instructor, did all sorts of breathing and meditating activities. My
favourite one was when Mel put a card under our mat and we had to copy the pose. When
Mel rang her triangle, we would go to another person’s mat to try to copy their card. Then
we moved more onto breathing. Mel told us to lay down and put our hands on our
stomach and take deep breaths in and out for about five minutes. Kaiden 4FS
Today we had an incursion, it was called Mind Body & Soul. We got to practise our
breathing, concentrating and doing yoga poses. My favourite part was listening to a
story. The person who instructed us was named Mel. We also got a crystal that glows in
the dark. Mine is pink and glows light blue!
Faith 4FS

We had a wonderful incursion today and what I loved most was we got to relax and calm
down. I also loved that we got to meditate and do yoga poses. We got a crystal from a
story. I loved everything!

Annabella 4FS

Seeking nominations for positions on the PFA committee for 2019
Have you thought about nominating? Being a part of the small PFA committee is a great way to help move the group
forward, to be a voice for parents, and to expand your own skills, as well as your social circle.
It’s not time-intensive and you don’t need any prior experience or specific expertise to join the committee – just the
enthusiasm to get involved.
We’re looking for nominations for 6 roles including President, Vice President, Secretary, Assistant Secretary and for
a PFA representative position on the School Council and their emergency fill-in.
The appointed committee will be supported by the 20 current PFA members to drive activities and events
throughout the year. The committee also receives a lot of continued support from school staff around planning,
admin and resourcing. It’s a real team effort and we have fun along the way.
The PFA committee for 2019 will be elected at the AGM meeting that will be held in the staff room on Monday 18
March at 9:30am, right after the school morning assembly
Nomination info including role descriptions and forms are available at the office. Grab one today!

All permission forms will now be online via the Parent Portal. Parents will be notified by email in
advance of their child’s excursion, and the email will contain a link which will provide you with direct
access to the parent portal on Sentral. Please remember you must access
PORTAL VERSION 2 for all permission forms and sick bay notifications.
https://sentral.berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au/portal2
If you are having trouble accessing portal version 2, please click on the tab in the top right hand corner
that says “Portal Version 2”

Your username is your email address and if you have forgotten your password, you can reset this by
clicking on “Forgot your Password?”
If your email address has changed, please contact the office immediately.
If you are experiencing any difficulties with the Parent Portal, please call into the office.

“Application forms for 2019 CSEF payment ONLY need to be completed by those families who are new
to Berwick Lodge Primary School, have new enrolments in 2019 (eg: new siblings started in 2018) or there
is a change in family circumstance (ie: change of name or concession card number). All other families
do NOT need to submit an application if you applied in 2018. The school will submit this
application on your behalf. If you are unsure as to whether you need to apply or not, please do not
hesitate to contact us via the school office on 9707 1766.”

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING
NEW COURSE IS DUE TO START ON FRIDAY 22ND
MARCH 2019.

ONLY TWO (2) SPOTS LEFT

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

