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CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
GRADE PLACEMENT: FEEDBACK ON PARENT REQUESTS FOR GRADE PLACEMENT FOR
2019
Firstly, thank you to all parents who took the time to inform me of their requests for the grade placement of their
child/ren for next year. Your feedback is valuable and important to us when we undertake the grade placement
process at this time of the year. This year we received 118 individual requests, which equates to 19% of our
student population, or almost for one fifth of all students. I must admit to being of the view that this is a rather high
figure, especially given that our cohort of students are collectively an outstanding group. Our teaching staff too are
collectively an outstanding team.
I must admit also that I was a little disappointed to receive a number of parent requests even days after the
well-publicised closing date which was Monday of this week. Our staff had already begun the grade placement
process, having taken into account the grade placement request that I had approved, and late requests have a ripple
effect that cannot be avoided.
In considering all requests, I approached the task with the aim of accommodating all requests with strong reasons
in support of the requests as best I could. In more than a few cases, parents did not cite any reasons in support of
their request. This did not assist me at all, as I could only guess at what might be their reasons, for I’m sure they
believed they had some.
Several requests placed me in an invidious position because they were contradictory in that, for example, parent A
requested that their child be placed with a particular student (one of their closest friends) whilst parent B
requested the exact opposite citing that whilst the two children were close friends, they would prefer that their
child was not placed with parent A’s child because they wanted their child to branch out with their friendships.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
I did receive a substantial number of requests that contained a series of multiple requests within the overall
request – citing two or three children that the parent would like their child to be placed with plus one or two
children they did not want their child to be placed with and also a particular teacher with whom they would like
their child to be placed with. Apart from creating a grade placement process nightmare situation for me, I am of
the view that such a level request is a little too much when viewed through the prism of building resilience in
children. In sharing this with you, I do thank you again for taking the time to let me know your views on the grade
placement of your child/ren for next year.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. How and when will my child’s end of year report be available to me?
A. Student reports will be available from 3.30pm on Friday 14th December via the parent portal on Sentral. Please
contact our office staff if you are uncertain as to how to access the parent portal or need help with your password.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘Freedom or imprisonment – down which path does your imagination take you?’

DIARY DATES
Friday 23rd November
Tuesday 27th November
Wednesday 28th November
Thursday 29th November
Friday 30th November
Tuesday 4th December
Wednesday 5th December
Friday 7th December
Tuesday 11th December
Wednesday 12th December
Friday 14th December
Tuesday 18th December

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Kilberry Valley
Prep Transition
Prep - Grade 2 Athletics day (if wet Wed 12/12/18)
PFA Fun run
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Beaconhills
Prep Transition
Grade 5 - PrimeSci incursion
Prep excursion - Chesterfield Farm
Whole School Orientation
Prep - Grade 2 Athletics day (backup day from 28/11)
Twilight Christmas Picnic
Grade 6 Graduation

NOTICES DUE BACK
Thursday 22nd November
Monday 26th November
Monday 26th November
Wednesday 28th November
Friday 30th November
Friday 30th November
Wednesday 5th December
Friday 7th December

Fun Run sponsorship forms
Additional Grade 6 Graduation tickets (EOI)
Billy Slater Shield State Finals
2019 Grade 6 Windcheater & T-Shirt order
Grade 5 - PrimeSci incursion
Outstanding Service Award for staff
Singapore Trip 2019 - expression of interest
Prep excursion - Chesterfield Farm

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

PREP TRANSITION
This week we had the pleasure of meeting our 2019 Prep students when they visited the school for the first of
their transition sessions. The children enjoyed working within a Prep classroom and listening to stories, singing
songs and participating in some hands on activities. The parents had the opportunity to informally meet the
Principal team and other parents. It was great to see so many happy students proudly wearing their ‘I’m enrolled
at Berwick Lodge’ t-shirts. Our specialist team are looking forward to meeting our 2019 Preps over the next
two weeks.
SUNSMART
Berwick Lodge is a registered Sun Smart school. We are committed to ensuring our students are protected from
too much UV. Sun Smart recommends SPF30 or higher broad spectrum, water resistant sunscreen be applied to
any skin not covered by clothing. Teachers do not apply sunscreen for students, but we do support strategies to
help remind students to apply sunscreen themselves before heading outdoors. Please help support this message
at home by:
Supplying your child with SPF30 or higher, broad-spectrum, water-resistant sunscreen for use during school
hours
Talk to your child about the importance of using sunscreen regularly to help prevent skin damage and skin
cancer
Ensure your child knows how to apply their sunscreen independently and has had some practise so they will
be all set to apply it safely at school
Be a Sun Smart role model at home with sunscreen, hats, clothing, shade and sunglasses.
LOST PROPERTY
Please check lost property regularly if your child has lost belongings. The bins are located at the side entrance of
the main building. At the end of the term, any remaining items are donated to the local Opp. Shop.
FUN RUN
Due to the forecast inclement weather the fun run was postponed to Thursday 29th November. Thank you to the
parents who have volunteered to assist on the day, we look forward to seeing you next week.
SINGAPORE TRIP INFORMATION EVENING
Thank you to those families who attended our Information evening last night to learn more about our proposed
2019 Singapore visit. This visit is scheduled to take place early in August and planning is well under way.
Expression of interest forms are due back by Wednesday 5th December. If you were not able to attend but
would like information regarding this wonderful opportunity, please contact Angela Maskery.
PREP TO GRADE 2 ATHLETICS DAY
Next Wednesday 28th November our Prep, grade 1 and grade 2 students will participate in an athletics day. We
encourage students to wear their house colours and dress appropriately to participate in the events. Please
apply sunscreen prior to coming to school and send a water bottle with your child on the day. We welcome
parents to come and watch and support your child on the day.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

VICTORIAN SCHOOLS GARDEN AWARDS 2018 – WE WON THE
TOP AWARD!
What a fantastic and exciting day we had last Thursday 15th November. Daisy, Joshua, (School Captains)
Leyla, Ruby, Tyler, (Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassadors) Thiseni, Tess, Felix and Jensen (Garden Club) all
travelled by train into the Royal Botanical Gardens with Nicole, a parent helper and Mrs. McCrum to attend
the very special garden awards. We had an amazing day and I have included below our captain’s speech from
our Monday morning assembly this week for everyone to read.
On Thursday last week, nine students from Berwick Lodge went into the Royal Botanical Gardens in the city to attend the
Victorian Schools Garden Awards. There were over 50 schools at the awards ceremony. At the start of the day we
participated in a traditional aboriginal welcome ceremony. This was a smoking ceremony to welcome us to the gardens.
As the aboriginals would say “Wominjeka” which means welcome. We have some very, very, very exciting news to tell
the school.
The atmosphere at the awards was electric and it was a beautiful sunny day. We were buzzing with excitement as we
already knew we had won a regional award. They announced our school for the regional award and then we had to wait
for all of the other awards to be presented. Our school was then announced as a state award winner with two other
schools. We had to stand out the front with the other two schools and they then announced the overall winner for the
best school gardens in 2018. We were exhilarated to hear our school named as the top award winner and we received
the Kevin Heinze Perpetual Development Award. This means we are the champion school for the whole state of
Victoria. We were presented with our awards and special plaque which we get to keep at school for the next year. We
won $3350 in total for future school garden developments. It was a proud moment to accept the awards.
We were famous and were congratulated by the judges and many other schools. We had our photos taken by a
professional photographer. Leyla and Daisy became models and had a close up photo in the garden. After the official
photo shoot, we participated in three different activities. We made hats out of leaves and flowers, a seed bomb using soil
and seeds and we planted a native plant. You could choose a daisy or a banksia. We walked through the Children’s
Garden which included mazes, bamboo fields, a fun swing, a creek, pond and a lookout over the gardens. It was an
extremely fun time for all of us. Daisy said “I know I speak for all us when I say it was one of the best experiences we
have ever had”.
On behalf of the school we would like to thank Andy Coupar, Daisy’s dad for helping build the gardens. We would also
like to thank parents, teachers, students and everyone else who has helped over the last 4 ½ years at working bees,
donating materials, the JSC and PFA for fundraising for items in the garden and others who have built items. Thank you
to Mrs McCrum for taking us on the day.
Daisy and Joshua – School Captains 2018.

It was a wonderful achievement for our school and an honour to win such a prestigious award. Kevin Heinze
was a pioneer in his time and was instrumental in starting school garden programs and featured on one of the
early television garden programs “Sow What”. The award was presented by Paul Crowe OAM, Victorian
Schools Garden Awards patron and Peter Graham, Executive Director, Strategy and Reform, Victorian School
Building Authority. The judges visited our school gardens the week before the awards ceremony and they
were very impressed with our students’ enthusiasm, knowledge and passion for our gardens. They were
equally impressed with how much we have utilised recycled and reclaimed materials, and how we have
involved the community in many different ways.
To receive the award from all government, independent and catholic primary and secondary schools across
the whole state of Victoria is a fantastic accolade for our school. I am extremely proud to be a part of the
Berwick Lodge Primary School community and to have had the opportunity to lead our garden projects. I
would like to personally thank our whole school community for assisting at working bees, donating materials,
time and labour, equipment, tools, plants, paving, constructing, building, weeding, mulching and a whole variety
of other ways people have contributed to assisting with the creation of an amazing Sensory Garden,
Community Garden and Memorial Garden at our school. A big thank you to Andy Coupar, who has assisted
with all three gardens. We have been very lucky to have received grants and funding from many organisations
and contributions from the school to build the gardens. Our gardens are beautiful spaces which will be here,
hopefully for a very, very long time and our students will be able to enjoy them now and even one day, bring
their own children back to enjoy as well. If you haven’t recently wandered through the Sensory Garden, it is
well worth a visit!
If you would like to see more about our gardens, awards, grants and other activities please view our school
garden blog: http://blpsgarden.global2.vic.edu.au/

Happy Gardening. Mrs. McCrum.

School reports will be uploaded to the Parent Portal from 3.30pm on Friday 14th December 2018.
All families have been given their unique access codes to set up the Parent Portal. If you have never set this
up and lost your unique access code, then please contact the office to have this re-issued.
If you haven’t accessed the Parent Portal for a while, here is an instruction guide on how to login;
Login address; https://sentral.berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au/portal2
You will see this box come up. Your username is your email address. If you have forgotten your password,
then click on “forgot password” to have this reset.

If you have previously set up your account and saved it into your favourites under portal version 1, please
remember to click onto the “portal version 2” icon in the top right hand corner.

The following screen will display;

MESSAGES, this will allow you to “start a conversation” with the classroom teacher
ABSENCES, this will allow you to report your child’s absence

NEWSLETTERS, uploaded every Thursday
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS, this will allow you to book the interviews when scheduled
SCHOOL RESOURCES, if you have misplaced a permission form, you will find more here
MY DETAILS, has all your current information. If this has changed, please contact the office to update

PREP - GRADE 2 ATHLETICS
DAY
Berwick Lodge is holding a Prep-Grade 2 Athletics Day on Wednesday 28th November,
2018. The day will run from 9am-1pm. (Wednesday 12th of December will be our back up day)
Students will rotate with their class to different activities. Parents are more than welcome to
come down and support their children on this day.
Students need to come dressed in their house colours. There will be various awards presented
on the day, such as the ‘Best Dress.’
Students need to make sure they have a hat with them, drink bottle and plenty of sunscreen.

The Scholastic book club orders are due by 4pm on Friday
30th November. Please place your orders online by this
date in order to receive them by the end of term.

The last school banking day for this year will be
Tuesday 27th November 2018.
If your child has collected 10 Dollarmites tokens and would like to redeem them for a
School Banking reward item this term, please fill in your child’s redemption slip and
enclose this into their wallet on Tuesday 27th November 2018 . This will ensure the
reward item will arrive before the school holidays. If you don’t have a redemption sheet,
please call into the office to collect one.

Please be aware that from Friday 30th November 2018 there will be no borrowing
of any books from the library for the rest of the year as we need to commence
our annual stocktake.
Please also note that ALL books will need to be returned to the library by Friday

7th December 2018.
We appreciate your understanding.

POSTPONED TO THURSDAY 29TH NOVEMBER!

FUN RUN 2018
Berwick Lodge Primary School will be conducting a Fun Run
for the students as our major fundraiser for this year so we do
ask for your support. The run will take place on
Thursday 29th November 2018. All the monies raised
from the Fun Run will go towards the continued updating of
our school readers across all year levels from Prep to Grade 6.
The Fun Run will take place around our school ovals course as
per the map.
Each year level will complete the following laps:
Year Level

Number of Laps

Prep

2

Grade 1 and 2

3

Grade 3 and 4

4

Grade 5 and 6

5

Sponsors will be able to donate per lap or overall.
The PFA will be having a FREE sausage sizzle at the end of the fun run. All students will
receive a sausage, zooper dooper and small bottle of water (sausages are gluten free
and gluten free bread will be available).
There will also be prizes for:

Highest fundraising student in each class will receive a sport ball (football/soccer
ball/basketball)

Highest fundraising student overall will receive a Lenovo 7” Tablet
All students will receive a participation certificate for their efforts.
The PFA need volunteers to help us run the event. Volunteers are needed between
9:00am-11:30am. Without your assistance we cannot run days like this. If you can
assist on the day, please contact the office by Thursday 15th November 2018. We would
also welcome parents and family members to attend the event day to help cheer on the
students.
Please return the completed sponsorship and payment form to your child’s class
teacher by no later than 9.00am on Thursday 22nd November 2018.

The last 2 uniform shop sessions for the year
will be:
Friday 30 November, 3:15 – 3:45pm
Monday 10 December, 8:45 – 9:20am
Unfortunately the 2nd Hand Uniform Shop will not be
open during the Prep Transition sessions

The art room is in need of old towels or hand towels (washed
please). If you have any spares at home, the art room would greatly
appreciate them.
Sick bay are also very low in underwear. We strongly encourage
parents to put a spare pair of undies in their child’s school bag just in
case they have an accident. If we do supply your child with a pair of
undies, you can keep these but we do ask you purchase a new pair from the shops to
replace them as we can’t take them back due to hygiene regulations.
Thank you for your understanding.

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

If you would like a FREE ONE–ON-ONE JOB PREP for one hour please text Liz Blanchard on 0411 020 220 to
book in.
A great opportunity to find out if a Teacher Aide job is right for you.
The course will start early February 2019 & will be once a week from 9.30am - 2pm.
The course will run for 23 weeks and does not operate during school holidays.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

The office has a number of items that’s been found from un-named asthma puffers,
glasses, fitbit lookalike’s, watches, bracelets, necklaces, keys, toys, scooter & helmet
& Beyblade burst tub containing beyblades. If you think any of these items belongs
to your child, please contact the office.

