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PLEASE NOTE - CANTEEN IS CLOSED ON MONDAY 5TH NOVEMBER
CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

GRADE 4 CAMP: FOREST LODGE
Congratulations to all students who attended – the feedback from the camp and our staff has been excellent. Well
done and I’m glad you all had a wonderful time. Congratulations are also in order for our staff and parent
volunteers who attended. The pre-planning and the supervision of school camps is very demanding, time-consuming
and highly accountable. From all reports the camp was a great success and thanks are due to our great team of
parents and staff who were in attendance 24/7.
CONGRATULATIONS: VICTORIAN SCHOOLS REGIONAL GARDEN AWARD
Our school has won a 2018 Victorian Regional Garden Award and congratulations are in order to Mrs McCrum
for her passionate and outstanding leadership, and to the many students and parents who over recent years have
contributed to the development of our range of literally, stunning gardens. We are now in the running for the
Victorian State Award and the Kevin Heinze Perpetual Garden Award, with the judges visiting our school on
Wednesday 8th November 2018.
CONTACT NUMBERS FOR PARENTS
Recently we had several emergency situations in which we have been unable to contact parents or their
emergency contacts via their mobile phone numbers while they are at work and we do not have their work
contact details. Please contact our office staff if you have recently changed your work contact details or have not
provided us with your work contact phone number.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
STUDENT AGENCY (LEARNING MAPS) INITIATIVE
My apologies for the delay in providing the report this week. I will have it ready by next week.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Will we have composite grades next year?
A. No we won’t. We will have 25 grades in total – the same as this year as our total student numbers for next
year will be similar to that of this year. Grades will vary in size from 19-23 in the P-2 Area and from 25-30 in the
Grade 3- 6 Area.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘’If I had but one wish, I would wish that it were, that the laughter of children

always stays with me.

DIARY DATES
Friday 2nd November
Monday 5th November
Wednesday 7th November
Thursday 8th November
Friday 9th November
Friday 16th November
Thursday 22nd November
Friday 23rd November
Friday 30th November
Friday 14th December

Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Brentwood Park
Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 2FS, 2H, 1R, 1/2 1M
Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 1K, 1P, 1/2 1M 2E
Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 1LS, 2M,
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Oatlands
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Berwick
PFA Fun Run
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Kilberry Valley
Grade 5/6 Interschool Sports v Beaconhills
Twilight Christmas Picnic

NOTICES DUE BACK
Friday 2nd November
Thursday 22nd November

Grades 1M & 2E Melbourne Aquarium excursion
Fun Run sponsorship forms

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER is a normal school day for all students.
TUESDAY 6th NOVEMBER is a public holiday and no students are required at school.
GRADE 4 CAMP
Yesterday we welcomed back our exhausted, but excited grade four students from the Forest Edge camp, in
Neerim East Victoria. We look forward to them sharing their camp stories over the coming weeks.
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
Next Friday, 9th November we will be holding our Remembrance Day service from 3.00pm on the basketball
courts. Families are invited to attend the service.
LOST PROPERTY
Please check lost property regularly if your child has lost belongings. The bins are located at the side entrance of
the main building. At the end of the term, any remaining items are donated to the local Opp. Shop.
PREP TRANSITION – GARDEN ACTIVITY
On Tuesday, we had an enthusiastic and excited group of kinder children participate in a garden activity and they
planted their own seeds into a pot to take home. They thoroughly enjoyed exploring the Community Garden. It
was lovely working with our future Prep students and we look forward to meeting more of our Preps at the
next transition activity which is story time in the library.
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM DAY
Today is outdoor classroom day. Outdoor Classroom Day is a global campaign to celebrate and inspire outdoor
learning and play. On this day, thousands of schools around the world take lessons outdoors and prioritise
playtime. Outdoor learning improves children’s health, engages them with learning and leads to a greater
connection with nature. Play not only teaches critical life skills such as resilience, teamwork and creativity, but is
central to children’s enjoyment of childhood. Today lots of teachers took their students outdoors to participate
in some fantastic activities and get out and about in the fresh air. Some of the activities included sport, filming
parts of plants, leaf rubbings, biological science activities, maths activities, story writing and planting plants. What
a great day and the weather was perfect to enjoy the outdoors!
SAVE THE DATE: TWILIGHT CHRISTMAS PICNIC FRIDAY 14th DECEMBER 4pm to 6.30pm
On Friday 14th December, we will be holding our Twilight Christmas Picnic on the grade 5-6 oval. On the
evening, there will be performances from grade levels, an art show, games, Zance, Mandarin performance and a
BBQ. Families are encouraged to bring a picnic and enjoy celebrating the wonderful year we have had at Berwick
Lodge!

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

WORKING BEE THANKYOU
Last Friday afternoon and Saturday morning we had two
working bees. We were in the Community garden on
Friday afternoon and in the Sensory Garden on Saturday
morning. It was wonderful to have the help and we weeded
some of the Community Garden and weeded and mulched
some of the Sensory Garden. Both gardens are beautiful
spaces for our children to enjoy.
A very BIG THANKYOU to the following people for
assisting: Miss Reynolds, Emily F, Jamie F, Diana G,
Mrs Weber, Mr. Weber, Ana D, Tilly G, Rhys V, Mannat K,
Wil C, Kiara C, Alana S, Emily J, Ava D, Toonga D,
Stephanie P, Jerry W, Ivy S, Blake S, Felix S, Rachel W, Miss
Craig, Paul M, Lara M, Chad M, Christine M, Narelle R, Tess
H, Georgie C, Leigh C, Tyler C, Laura C, Angela G, Louis L
and Mr. Kelly. Your help and assistance was wonderful and
we achieved a great deal. Please wander through the Sensory Garden and have a look at how much things have grown.
VICTORIAN SCHOOL GARDEN AWARDS
We look forward to welcoming the Victorian School Garden Awards judges on the 8th November. They will visit
primarily the Sensory Garden which was has won a regional award and they will also look at our other school gardens
including the Community and Memorial Garden. It is wonderful for our school to have the Victorian School Garden
Awards judges come and see our beautiful outdoor spaces. A small group of students accompanied by Mrs. McCrum
will attend the official award ceremony on the 15th November at the Royal Botanical Gardens, Melbourne.
NEW GARDEN SPACE: “OUTDOOR COMMON
ROOM”
Earlier this year we were successful in receiving a Victorian
School Garden grant from Warner’s nursery for $2000 worth of
plants. Our grade 5 students have all had the opportunity to
design a new “Outdoor Common Room” garden which will be
constructed between the grade 4 double portable and the grade
5/6 building. The space will include recycled seating, marble run,
tee pees, relaxation areas, blackboard, pathways and also
beautiful plants to enhance the area. This has been a very bare
and underutilised space for some time. We look forward to
enjoying this new space in the very near future.
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO OVER THE
WEEKEND?
Have you ever visited the Diggers Club St Erth Garden near Daylesford? They have a special Spring Garden Fair
happening on the 3rd and 4th of November. For further information please visit the link: https://www.diggers.com.au/
whats-on/st-erth-spring-garden-fair/

Happy Gardening. Mrs. McCrum.

Gastro is a highly contagious virus and is currently going around
our school. All students are reminded to regularly wash their
hands with soap and water to avoid germs. If your child becomes
unwell & is vomiting overnight, we strongly recommend you
keep them at home for at least 24 hours after being unwell.
Often children will feel a little better in the morning but then
rapidly become unwell at school. We appreciate families being
considerate of everyone and if your child is unwell, please keep
them at home until they have made a full recovery.

Please note that
canteen will be closed
on Monday 5th
November (the day
before Melbourne Cup
day).

The secondhand uniform shop is very low in stock for “smaller sizes”
of polo tops, jumpers and girls summer dresses in size 4, 6 & 8.
If you would like to donate these to our secondhand uniform shop,
they would be greatly appreciated.

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

If you would like a FREE ONE–ON-ONE JOB PREP for one hour please text Liz Blanchard on 0411 020 220 to
book in.
A great opportunity to find out if a Teacher Aide job is right for you.
The course will start early February 2019 & will be once a week from 9.30am - 2pm.
The course will run for 23 weeks and does not operate during school holidays.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

