
 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

NEWSLETTER N0 33 25TH OCTOBER 2018 

PLEASE NOTE - CANTEEN IS CLOSED ON MONDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 
 

CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 

EARLY YEARS EVALUATION DIRECT -ASSESSMENT (EYE-DA) PARENT INFORMATION 

NIGHT 

Thank you to the 60 plus parents who attended our EYE parent information evening on Tuesday. The use of the 

EYE-DA program has become an annual feature of our Prep transition program - providing valuable information for 

both our teachers and parents regarding school readiness for children about to start school. For those who are 

unfamiliar with the EYE-DA, here are some overview notes for your information: 

 

The Early Years Evaluation-Direct Assessment (EYE-DA) is designed to assist educators in assessing the  

developmental skills of children aged 3 to 5 years as they prepare for and make the transition to school. Educators 

report the most important benefits of the EYE-Da are: 1) it opens the door for communication with parents prior 

to school entry; 2) children who may be in need of professional or educational services are identified earlier and 

can begin to receive assistance prior to or upon school entry; and, 3) the EYE-DA provides a baseline for assessing  

learning gains. 

 

STUDENT AGENCY (LEARNING MAPS) INITIATIVE 

Last week Dr Brian Annan and Dr Mary Wootton, (Infinity Learning Maps) attended our school for the third time 

this year, for two days working with staff and students in developing our student agency program. They were very 

impressed with our progress to date; in particular the very positive feedback we have received regarding the  

introduction this year of our 3-way mid-year parent/teacher/student discussion meetings at which the students  

presented their learning maps. I am currently collating the survey feedback from students, parents and teachers on 

the mid-year discussion meetings and will provide all families with a comprehensive report next week.     



 

DIARY DATES  

 
Friday 12th October - 30th November Grade 5/6 Interschool Summer Sport 

 

Tuesday 23rd - 31st October  Grade 5/6 Somers School camp 

 
Monday 29th October   Grade 3 In school activity - Dinosaurs 

 

Monday 29th - 31st October  Grade 4 camp - CYC Forest Edge 

 

Wednesday 31st October   Grade 5C Kindergarten visit 

 

Thursday 1st November   Grade 5C Kindergarten visit 

 

Monday 5th November   Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 2FS, 2H, 1R, 1/2 1M 

 

Wednesday 7th November  Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 1K, 1P 

 

Thursday 8th November   Melbourne Aquarium excursion - 1LS, 2E, 2M, 1/2 1M 

 

Friday 14th December   Twilight Christmas Picnic 

 

NOTICES DUE BACK 
 

 

Friday 26th October   Grades 1 & 2 Melbourne Aquarium excursion 

 

HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. Can children still be enrolled in a public school in whose neighbourhood zone they do not live?  

A. Yes they can, provided the school has the capacity to enrol them. There are a number of caveats on out of 

neighbourhood enrolments being accepted; these including that the school does not have more than 50% of their 

students enrolled from out of their neighbourhood zone with the additional enrolments leading to the need for 

additional portable classrooms.  In addition, the extra enrolments will not lead to individual classes being stretched 

in numbers beyond capacity.       

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘’There’s no shortage of role models around. That’s not the problem! 



2019 PREP TRANSITION 

On Tuesday morning, Mr Kelly had the privilege of welcoming some of our 2019 prep children and families to 

Berwick Lodge. The children were engaged in some fun activities helping to program the Beebot robots. Next 

Tuesday, students booked in for the garden activity will be invited into the community garden with Mrs Conway 

where they will have the opportunity to do some planting. We are really enjoying getting to know our future 

BLPS students and families!  

 

EYE – Early Years Evaluation 

Our EYE program begins on Monday 29th October and continues on Tuesday 30th, Wednesday 31st, Thursday 8th 

November and concludes on Friday 9th November.  If you have a child enrolled for Prep next year and haven’t 

already booked an appointment time, please contact the office.   

 

NORMAL SCHOOL DAY – MONDAY 5th NOVEMBER 

A reminder to families that Monday the 5th November is a normal school day and children are expected to be at 

school.  

 

 FUTURES IN MIND 

Children and adolescents, like adults, are faced with many challenges in life. Without appropriate support these 

challenges can become intrusive in their lives and cause significant difficulties which can lead to disengagement 

from school and family and possibly mental ill health later in life. When our children have learning difficulties we, 

as parents, turn to their teacher for support. When they have social, emotional and cognitive difficulties, we are 

often ill-equipped to help them. A Psychologist has the expertise and specific training to assist your child to  

develop the vital skills to manage these challenges. “Futures in Mind” provide a counselling service at Berwick 

Lodge. The costs are bulk-billed and covered by Medicare. All you are required to do is visit your child’s General 

practitioner (GP) and request a referral and Mental Health Care Plan to access this valuable service. Please see 

your child’s classroom teacher or Angela Maskery for more information and access to this service.  

 
  
LITERACY LEARNING – RESOURCE FOR PARENTS 

Follow the website link https://www.alea.edu.au/

publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-

peoples-literacy-learning to view literacy resources for children 

beginning school or in the early years of school.  The link in-

cludes 18 modules with information and practical activities to 

assist with Literacy development.   

  

 

 GRADE 4 FOREST EDGE CAMP.  

Our Grade Four students will be heading off to the Forest Edge Camp on Monday next week and returning on 

Wednesday.  

Camps provide opportunities for students to develop improved social skills, confidence, and independence and 

challenge themselves to take responsible risks. We hope they have a fabulous time and we look forward to  

hearing all about the experience when they return.  

 

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 
 

https://www.alea.edu.au/publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-peoples-literacy-learning
https://www.alea.edu.au/publicresources/resources-for-parents-and-community/little-peoples-literacy-learning
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Community Garden 
Working Bee 

Friday 26
th

 
October 

Please join us from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm.  We will be weeding 
and tidying our garden ready 

for the Victorian School  
Garden Awards.    

 



Sensory Garden  
Working Bee 

Saturday 27
th

 
October 

  Please join us from 9am – 
11am in the Sensory Garden  

– off Collins Crescent.  
We will be weeding and tidying                      

our garden ready for the  
Victorian School Garden 

Awards.    



The secondhand uniform shop is very low in stock for “smaller sizes” 

of polo tops,  jumpers and girls summer dresses in size  4, 6 & 8.  

 

If you would like to donate these to our secondhand uniform shop, 

they would be greatly appreciated. 
 

Please note that  
canteen will be closed 

on Monday 5th  
November (the day 

before Melbourne Cup 
day).  

Gastro is a highly contagious virus and is currently going around 

our school. All  students are reminded to regularly wash their 

hands with soap and water to avoid germs. If your child becomes 

unwell & is vomiting overnight, we strongly recommend you 

keep them at home for at least 24 hours after being unwell.   

Often children will feel a little better in the morning but then 

rapidly become unwell at school. We appreciate families being 

considerate of everyone and if your child is unwell, please keep 

them at home until they have made a full recovery. 
 



BUSINESS ADVERTISING 
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

 

 

MISSING JACKET 
 

 

All black zip up jacket with 

Addidas logo on right arm and 

the logo Messi on the left arm. 

If found, please contact  

Alexandra Mancilla on  

0481 119 896. 
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