
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

NEWSLETTER N0 29 13TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

TERM 3 FINISHES AT 2.30PM ON FRIDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2018 

FIRST DAY FOR TERM 4 IS MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER  

NO CANTEEN ON MONDAY 8TH OCTOBER 

VISIT BY MARK PELLEY: SNAKE CATCHER  

 

Today we had a visit by Mark Pelley, snake catcher from Diamond Creek. I first met Mark at the birthday party of a 

young relative several months ago. Whilst Mark’s primary area of employment is catching snakes on the loose in 

the suburbs of Melbourne, he also provides an entertaining educational service for schools and private parties. 

Snakes have fascinated humans since time immemorial. You either like them or you don’t. Symbolic to us for many 

different reasons, we nonetheless fall prey to many myths about snakes, the world over. For example; 

 

 If you make a lot of noise you will scare snakes away. This is false – snakes are not good of hearing at 

all. They rely far more on sight, smell and sensing heat. 

 A bowl of milk will attract snakes. Not at all. 

 Blue-tongued lizards will discourage snakes from entering your backyard. Quite the contrary. 

Snakes eat blue-tongued lizards. 

 Snakes are out to get you. This is also a myth. Snakes are actually quite shy creatures and prefer to be 

left alone.  

 Snakes are poisonous. Technically snakes are venomous, not poisonous. But not all of them are          

venomous by any means. Australia has the highest proportion of venomous native snakes of any country in 

the world (100 out of the 140 species of land snakes), although only a handful can give a fatal bite to humans. 

By the way, poisons must be ingested, inhaled or absorbed through the skin, whilst venom must be injected 

into the bloodstream. 

 



DIARY DATES  

 
Thursday 13th - 14th September Grade 5C Kindergarten visit 

Monday 17th September   Grade 5/6 Film Festival - Drum Theatre Dandenong 

Tuesday 18th September   Grade 5/6 Billy Slater Rugby Day 

Wednesday 19th September  Divisional Athletics 

Wednesday 19th September  Grade 5 City of Casey - Graffiti Education 

Wednesday 19th September  Grade 3/4 Chess Program 

Thursday 20th September  Gr 5/6 Discovery Day Fountain Gate Secondary 

Friday 12th October - 30th November Grade 5/6 Interschool Summer Sport 

Tuesday 23rd - 31st October  Grade 5/6 Somers School camp 

Monday 29th - 31st October  Grade 4 camp - CYC Forest Edge 

NOTICES DUE BACK 
 

Friday 14th September   Divisional Athletics 

Tuesday 18th September   Gr 5/6 Discovery Day Fountain Gate Secondary 

Friday 21st September   Grade 5/6 Interschool Summer Sports 

Wednesday 10th October  Grade 4 Forest Edge camp forms 

 

With the weather warming up as we enter springtime, snakes are increasingly on the move and they are plentiful in 

our suburbs. If you come across a snake in your backyard, the best thing to do is to call your local snake catcher 

and do not try to catch it or kill it (snakes are a protected species). Last year over 150 people in Australia were 

bitten by a snake, with most bitten whilst attempting to either catch the snake or kill it. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. Why do volunteer parents who may only be coming into direct contact with their own children 

to hear them reading in class, for example, have to have a Working with Children Check? 

A.  The bottom line is that it is a legal requirement and we must enforce it at schools. This requirement is not  

limited to only the school environment as the intention is to maximise child safety. 

  

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘You can measure the love you have for others by their capacity to hurt you’ 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 



TERM 3 EARLY FINISHING TIME 

Term 3 finishes at 2.30pm on Friday 21st September.  Term 4 resumes on Monday 8th October at 

9am.   

 

PLANNING WEEK 

Planning Week provides the teachers with time to plan the exciting learning programs for term 4.  Each team of 

teachers has a day to plan and our specialist teachers take the grades in that area for the day.  Planning Week days 

are as follows:   

Friday 14th September – Grade 3/4, Monday 17th September –Prep Tuesday 18th September – Grade 5/6,  

Wednesday 19th September – Grade 1/2, Thursday 20th September –Specialist.   

  

LOST PROPERTY 

Lost Property will be on display in the corridor of the main building during the last two weeks of term. Students 

will be encouraged to visit the collection in order to identify items of clothing that may belong to them.  There 

are many pieces of clothing that have not been claimed.  Parents are encouraged to come in after school and 

have a look through the collection.  Lost items left at the end of next week will be donated to the local  

Opportunity Shop. 

 

FILM FESTIVAL 

On Monday 17th September, our grade 5/6 students will premier their films to family and friends at the Drum 

theatre in Dandenong.  We look forward to a wonderful evening and viewing the amazing movies our students 

and teachers have worked very hard to produce.  Good luck to everyone involved.  

 

STATE SCHOOL SPECTACULAR 

We have some very excited students accompanied by Miss Thomas who are participating in State School  

Spectacular on Saturday at Hisense Arena.  We wish them all the best for their two performances and look  

forward to hearing all about their experience next week.  If you are unable to attend, the show will be broadcast 

on Chanel 7 later in the year.   

 

CHESS PROGRAM – MONDAY LUNCHTIME 

From Monday 8th October, we have an external company coming into school to run an hour long chess club for 

any interested students from Prep to grade 6 each Monday lunch time for 10 weeks.  The program costs $120 

per student and if you would like your child to attend, please see the flyer attached.  Please log onto the Kids 

Unlimited link and sign your child up. The club will be run by professional chess players who will coach small 

groups of students to develop their thinking strategies and chess playing ability in a fun and positive learning     

environment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 



What a wonderful three weeks we have had celebrating 2018’s Children’s Book Week 

along with our fantastic range of visiting authors and illustrators. 

 

Prep to Grade 2 students were captivated by the amazing Hazel Edwards OAM,  

author of the iconic picture book, There’s a Hippo on Our Roof Eating Cake; and they also 

were inspired to do their own drawings by the delightful Mitch Vane, illustrator of the 

best selling Little Lunch and Danny Best series.  

 

Our 3-6 senior students were similarly inspired to do cartooning with illustrator Ben 

Woods and entranced by the airbrush art of Marc McBride, the internationally renowned 

illustrator of the book covers & dragons in Emily Rodda’s Deltora Quest series.  All  

students P-6 enjoyed interactive storytelling sessions with our very own Mark Carthew 

and they were privileged to see a special sneak preview of Mark’s and UK illustrator  

Simon Prescott’s  forthcoming picture book Marvin & Marigold: A Stormy Night (Oct 2018) 

-  we even saw a special video message direct from London just for BLPS students!   

 

*Our BLPS Literature Festival received international coverage in a special article written 

by Rob Kelly https://debatereport.com/world/theres-an-author-and-illustrator-on-our-roof

-eating-cake/7358. 

https://debatereport.com/world/theres-an-author-and-illustrator-on-our-roof-eating-cake/7358
https://debatereport.com/world/theres-an-author-and-illustrator-on-our-roof-eating-cake/7358


 





 

 

 

 

 

Bellbrook Catering would like to wish all students, staff and families a 

safe and happy holiday break and notify you that your last canteen day 

for term 3 is Friday 21st September (inclusive) and your first canteen 

day for term 4 is Wednesday 10th October.  
 

Kind regards 

Bellbrook Catering 

    We did it!  
 
With your support, we were able to hold another successful Father’s Day stall and raise $1000 for the 
school. 

 

A big thankyou to all the parents who came along to help-out on the day – we can’t do this without you all.  

It was lovely to see the kids really enjoying the event and we hope that lots of Dad’s enjoyed receiving their 

special gifts.  

A special thanks to the awesome PFA team for their work planning the event, preparing the gifts and  

running around on the day. An extra big thanks to the fabulous office staff who sent out forms, received 

payments and juggled schedules to make the event run smoothly.  

By the way, we’re on the hunt for more PFA team members – if you enjoy catching up with other parents 

and can spare a few hours each term to help us plan activities and events, please get in touch.  

 

It’s easy to join the PFA – just fill out a membership form that is available at the office and we will contact 

you directly. All parents are welcome!  

Thanks again! 

Christine 



 

The 2018 Berwick Lodge Film Festival  

will be held on  

Monday 17th September 2018 

At The Drum Theatre,  

Dandenong 
 

Please come along and “walk the red carpet” before  

watching new, exciting films produced by our  

Grade 5/6 students. 

 
Tickets on sale  

Monday 20th  August 2018 from 7.00am 

Cost is $18.00 per adult & $12.00 for children under 15 years 

(tickets sell out very quickly so save the date) 
 

For tickets contact 

www.drumtheatre.com.au 

or Drum Theatre on  

8571 1666 

SOLD OUT 
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