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CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
NEW SCHOOL CLEANING ARRANGEMENTS
Breaking news! Following today’s front page coverage and editorial comment in The Age newspaper, in which,
among others my comments were featured I received a phone call from our cleaning contractor, Menzies, in which
I was told that Menzies would reinstate our former daily hours of cleaning immediately. An additional cleaner will
be employed for a further 3.0 hours per day, bringing our daily allocation of cleaning hours to 12.0 hours per day.
Originally our daily hours had been cut from 11.5 per day to 6.25 per day (a 45% reduction in daily cleaning). This
was completely unacceptable, a point I made to the DET and to Menzies very clearly. In addition, Menzies proposed
to charge us $500.00 per month to open our school in the morning and to deactivate our alarm system. This also
challenged as an unacceptable new charge, given that the morning cleaner by definition had to open the school and
deactivate the alarm system. Menzies came back with a revised contract offer – withdrawing the $500 per month
opening the school/deactivating alarms fee and increasing our daily hours from 6.25 to 9.0 hours. Whilst an
improvement, I argued that this was still unsatisfactory – 2.5 hours less cleaning time per day, which translates into
500 hours per school year would leave our school in an unsatisfactory state of cleaning was my point. I took this
matter up with senior DET officers, only to be told that the new cleaning arrangements were….’not about hours
but about standards’ and I was provided with additional copies of the new cleaning guidelines to re-read! For
whatever reason, I could not convince the DET that time and outcomes are inextricably linked.
School council were provided with all correspondence and documentation on the issue last week and it was
council’s intent to take the matter up with the Minister for Education, James Merlino. In the interim, I contacted
The Age newspaper, who in today’s edition presented a very compelling scenario of inadequate cleaning outcomes
in many schools, ours included.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
I will be meeting with representatives of Menzies early next week and I have expressed my gratitude to them
already for so swiftly responding to our latest concerns as they appear in today’s The Age newspaper. It is a pity
that this issue has arisen in the first place and that it has required the matter to be taken to the media to be
resolved for us. It is a systemic problem and one which I hope the DET resolves for all schools speedily.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. How is the visit by the students from China this week going?
A. It is a great success. Our guests are having a most informative and enjoyable time at our school, they tell me.
The cultural sharing has been invaluable for both our students and our guests. We have received an invitation from
their principal to develop an ongoing partnership between the two schools and we are most welcome to visit them
in China in the future.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘’Don’t bank the moments when the sun shines – better you cash them in than
leave them to chance.’

DIARY DATES
Wednesday 1st - Friday 3rd August
Thursday 2nd - Friday 3rd August
Monday 6th August
Tuesday 7th August
Wednesday 8th - Friday 10th August
Wednesday 8th August
Thursday 9th August
Friday 10th August
13th August - 31st August
Tuesday 14th August
Thursday 16th August
Thursday 16th August
Friday 17th August
Wednesday 5th September Friday 7th September
Monday 17th September

Grade 6 Swimming Lessons
Grade 1 & 2 “Smart Start” CBA incursion
Respectful Relationships whole school buddy day
Grade 4 Forest Edge Camp information night
Grade 6 Swimming Lessons
Grade 4 - Melbourne Museum
2018 Australian Mathematics competition
grades 3 - 6
Grade 4 “My Place”
Prep - 6 Literature Festival “Books & Nooks”
District Basketball competition
State School Spectacular rehearsal
Grade 5/6 “Go Girl” information technology
Grade 3/4 Hooptime Basketball competition
Grade 3 camp - CYC Phillip Island
Grade 5/6 Film Festival - Drum Theatre Dandenong

NOTICES DUE BACK
Monday 6th August
Monday 6th August
Friday 10th August
Friday 10th August
Wednesday 8th August
Monday 13th August
Friday 17th August
Tuesday 31st August

Scholastic book orders due online
5/6 Somers School Camp expression of interest
Grade 4 “My Place”
District Basketball competition
Prep - 6 Literature Festival “Books & Nooks”
Grade 3/4 Hooptime Basketball competition
Grade 3 camp - CYC Phillip Island
Student Details Update

100 DAYS OF PREP CELEBRATION
Tomorrow the Prep students will be celebrating 100 days of Prep. The children can dress up like they are 100
years old, and are encouraged to bring 100 of something to count and share with each other. This is a fantastic
way to celebrate being at school for 100 days. It is wonderful to see how our Prep students have flourished this
year working with our fantastic prep teachers. Congratulations to our Prep teachers – Miss Tan, Miss Quelch,
Miss Gray and Mrs Conway for organising the day.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS WHOLE SCHOOL BUDDY DAY
On Monday 6th August, all students will take part in a Respectful Relationships Buddy Day. At our Monday morning
assembly, our school captains will speak and launch the day. Respectful Relationships promotes and models
respect, positive attitudes and behaviours for everyone. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships,
resilience and confidence. Thank you to the parents who have kindly offered to assist on the day.
CHINESE VISITNG STUDENTS
We have enjoyed hosting our visiting students from Hangzhou
Zhaouhui Experimental Primary School, China. Even though
understanding each other was a slight barrier to begin with, our
students welcomed our visitors and enjoyed having them within
their class. The Chinese students participated in after school
activities including making an Australian art work based on
indigenous art, Lego robotics and making a ‘Wiggle Robot’. They
enjoyed an Aussie BBQ lunch one day and participated in all
classroom activities and the Mandarin extension program. It was
a great opportunity for our students to speak Mandarin and share
what they have learnt with the students from China.
PLANET ARK DAY
We had a beautiful day last Friday for Planet Ark National Tree Day. A group of garden club students planted
100 natives in the Sensory Garden and each grade had the opportunity to plant seeds and seedlings into a
recycled paper pot. A few grades planted seeds, seedlings and small plants into the Community garden and a BIG
THANKYOU to Kasandra from Bunnings Fountain Gate for coming on the day to work with the students. A BIG
THANKYOU to Berwick Toyota for providing the indigenous plants, Planet Ark Shirts and gloves and to Jordan,
who assisted with the planting.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Berwick Lodge Primary School
‘Books & Nooks!’
2018 Literature Festival
To be held during weeks 5, 6 & 7 of term 3
Monday 13th August - Friday 31st August 2018

Hazel Edwards

Ben Wood

Marc McBride

As part of our 2018 Children’s Book Week and Literacy / Numeracy Week celebrations,
Berwick Lodge Primary School will have a number of Australia’s exciting authors and
illustrators visit our school for a three week - ‘Books & Nooks’ Literature Festival. Mitch
Vane and Hazel Edwards will talk to the Prep- 2 students and Ben Wood and Marc
McBride will conduct workshops with the Grade 3-6 students. BLPS Literacy
Coordinator and children’s author Mark Carthew, will also present grade level sessions
for all students P-6. The Literature Festival will occur during Weeks 5, 6 and 7 of this Term.
All students in Prep-Grade 6 will have three author/illustrator experiences over the three
weeks.
A separate permission form and notice has been distributed to all students regarding the
dates for these sessions. Please return the permission form to the school as possible.
The 2018 Festival overlaps with Children’s Book Week and will be an exciting celebration
of reading, writing, books, illustration and design. These author illustrator talks and
workshops are sure to inspire students to explore their imaginations and world of ‘Books
and Nooks!’
Literacy and Library Teams – Prep to Grade 6

PLANET ARK DAY – FRIDAY 27th JULY 2018
What a fantastic day we had on Friday. The sun was out and our students were very keen to plant. We started in the
Community garden with 3N, 4L and Prep T planting a range of seeds, seedlings and small plants with Kasandra from
Bunnings – Fountain Gate. The students enjoyed exploring the garden and in particular, looking for worms. We
planted succulents into recycled painted pots, which the students then placed into the Sensory Garden. After recess,
some of the garden club students, all wearing their blue Planet Ark Day tops assisted in planting 100 natives into the
final garden area of the Sensory Garden. Jordan from Toyota came and even brought a Hybrid Toyota car. We would
like to thank Bunnings and Toyota for supporting our day and generously donating plants and products. We look
forward to watching the gardens grow!

If you would like to see more photos from the day, please visit the garden blog: https://blpsgarden.global2.vic.edu.au/
Happy Gardening, Mrs. McCrum.

MONDAY 20TH AUGUST 2018
To celebrate the end of Book Week, please come dressed as a character from
your favourite book. Prizes will be awarded to one (1) person from each grade for
“Best Dressed”
There is no need for a gold coin donation. This dress up day is just for fun.

Scholastic brochures were
given out to students last
week. All orders must be
placed online by 4pm
Monday 6th August 2018.

The Community garden is in need of lots of newspapers so if you
have any that need a new home, please drop them
into the office.

Are you collecting the Coles Mini
Collectables?
For every $30.00 you spend in Coles, you are
given the Mini Collectables for free.
Our Junior grades would love these if you would
like to donate them to our school.
Thank you
Mrs McCrum

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

LOST:

Nike Legend black/orange & white football boots plus a green
customised mouth guard. Left at school on the last day of
term 2.
If found, please contact Jasmine Hodson on 0402 262 009.

FOUND:
A grey beanie with pink red & purple poker dots. If this
belongs to your child, please contact the office.
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING
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