
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

NEWSLETTER N0 20 28TH JUNE 2018 

LAST DAY OF TERM TWO - FRIDAY 29TH JUNE AT 2.30PM 

FIRST DAY OF TERM THREE - MONDAY 16TH JULY 

CANTEEN IS NOT OPEN MON 16TH JULY - RESUMES WED 18TH JULY 

STUDENT REPORTS 

Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and I had the pleasure of reading all students midyear reports over the last  

weekend. We share this responsibility prior to reports being upload onto Sentral for your access. I say it was a  

pleasure, because it provides us with an opportunity to check in on the progress that our students are making and 

the vast majority are doing so very well and that’s great to witness. It also provides us with an excellent  

opportunity to see the results of our teachers and support staff’s work with your children – and that is very  

inspiring. I do hope that you find the new report format both very accessible and more informative. We will be 

seeking your feedback on the reports next term.  

 

NEW CLEANING ARRANGEMENTS 

I have met with representatives of our new cleaning company, appointed on our behalf by the DET, that is Menzies 

and we are in the process of finalising arrangements for the handover from Bertrams whose contract ends on  

Friday. Under the terms and conditions of our new cleaning arrangements, I have been told by the representative 

from Menzies that the daily number of hours allocated by them to clean our school have been cut from 11.5 hours 

to 6.25 hours – a cut of 5.25 hours per day or 45%. That is very alarming news indeed and whilst the DET are  

assuring schools that under the arrangements they have negotiated with the large cleaning companies they have 

appointed to replace existing small operators, that the quality of cleaning of schools will not be compromised, I 

have very serious doubts unless our hours are increased. I will keep you informed. 



DIARY DATES  
 

Friday 29th June    Grade 5/6 Interschool Winter Sports 

Thursday 19th July    Grade 3/4 in school activity “Murrundindi” 

Tuesday 31st July    2018 International Competitions & Assessments 

      For schools (ICAS) - English. Grades 3 - 6 

Wednesday 18th - Friday 20th July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Friday 20th July    Grade 5/6 Interschool Winter Sports 

Monday 23rd July    Grade 5/6 Hooptime Basketball competition 

Wednesday 25th - Friday 27th July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Thursday 9th August   2018 Australian Mathematics competition 

      grades 3 - 6 

Thursday 16th August   State School Spectacular rehearsal 

Wednesday 5th September -  Grade 3 camp - CYC Phillip Island 

Friday 7th September 

 

NOTICES DUE BACK 
Friday 29th June    Grade 3/4 in school activity “Murrundindi” 

Tuesday 17th July    Grade 5/6 Hooptime Basbetball competition 

Tuesday 17th July    Grade 5/6 Interschool Winter Sports 

Friday 17th August    Grade 3 camp - CYC Phillip Island 

HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

VALE PETER CHISHOLM 

We were all very saddened to hear of the death of Peter Chisholm last weekend following a long illness. Peter, his 

wife Helen and their children Fiona and Alex were for many years a part of the ‘Berwick Lodge family’ if schools 

could be so described. Helen was a founding staff member and long standing teacher here, retiring just a few years 

ago. Both children, Fiona and Alex completed their primary school education at our school and Peter served as 

our school council president during the 1990s for a number of years. He will be sorely missed. Our sincere and 

deepest sympathies are extended to Helen, Fiona and Alex at this very sad time for them. 

THANK YOU 

It has been another action–packed and very successful term here at Berwick Lodge. Thank you to everyone – staff, 

students and parents for your wonderful contribution. If you have the chance to rest up and enjoy the school  

holiday period, please make sure you do so. If not, then I hope you have that time soon. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. What happens to lost property at the end of the term? 

A. If the clothing cannot be identified via an attached marking or name tag, one of several things will happen.    

Non-school uniform clothing is sent to charities. School uniform items are washed and forwarded either to our 

sickbay for use in cases when children require an immediate change of clothing for some reason, or to our second 

hand uniform shop for resale. There’s still time for you to check whether we have any of your child’s clothing in 

our lost property and collect it – and we have quite a lot – by no later than 2.30pm tomorrow. 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Perspiration is the path most trekked by creativity on its journey to 
success.’ 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



ACE FOUNDATION – FREE EYE ASSESSMENT AND GLASSES FOR PREP TO GRADE 6 

This week, all students received a notice outlining how parents can have their child’s vision checked by selected 

local optometrists and if needed, glasses will be provided free of charge.  We strongly encourage all families from 

Prep to Grade 6 to make an appointment at one of the listed optometrists on the notice and have your child’s 

eyes tested. The school holidays are a great time to take up this opportunity. We would like to acknowledge the 

ACE foundation who provide this service free to families in the City of Casey.   

 

STUDENT REPORTS 

All families will be able to access their child’s midyear report on the parent portal from 4pm on Friday 29th June. 

We hope you enjoy reading these reports with your child and celebrating the progress they have made.   

STUDENT PROGRESS DISCUSSION EVENINGS  

Parents are reminded that student progress discussion meetings are scheduled for the first week of Term 3, 

Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th July.  These meetings provide families with a valuable opportunity to  

discuss their child’s Learning Map, midyear report and future learning needs.  In addition to class teachers,  

specialist staff are also available for appointments with parents.  All families should be aware of the online  

booking process for making appointments to meet with their child’s teacher.  Parent Teacher interview times can 

be booked through the parent portal.  Families without internet access can contact our school office to arrange 

their appointments with teachers. 

 

HEAD LICE CHECKS 

During the two week holiday break, we would appreciate the support of every family in the school in the  

detection and total eradication of any live lice and/or eggs that are found in children’s hair. While we realize 

that families are busy, we feel that it would be a most worthwhile exercise in eradicating lice from the school.  

To be successful, every family should commit some time to: 

Checking their children’s hair at least twice over the holidays. (Eg: Week 1 and Week 2) Treating immediately 

any live lice found. (Complete follow-up checks and treatment.)  Applying lots of conditioner, and patiently  

removing all eggs found.  If every family is diligent in this exercise, we will be able to break the head lice cycle in 

the school.  We thank you in advance for your cooperation, and look forward to a ‘Lice-free Term 3 at 

B.L.P.S.!’ 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

We have a large amount of lost property, which has been laid out, in our main school corridor.  Please come, 

have a look, and collect items that belong to your child.  At the end of term, any items remaining will be sent to 

the local Opportunity Shop.  Uniform items will be washed and placed into the PFA second hand uniform shop.  

Please name all items that come to school because we can then return them to their owners.  

 

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our many wonderful parents and grandparents who assist with 

and support our school programs.  There are many ways our parent community help including on excursions and 

camps, reading program, PMP, garden working bees, assisting within classrooms and around our school.  We  

really appreciate all assistance we receive and encourage parents to become involved with their child’s learning in 

any way they can.  We look forward to an exciting term 3 ahead with many opportunities for our students  

including swimming for our Prep to 2, Grade 3-4 camp, film festival, Planet Ark day and the State School  

Spectacular performance.  It certainly is going to be another busy and productive term at Berwick Lodge! 

 

END OF TERM 2 

Parents are reminded that Term 2 ends tomorrow (Friday 29th June).  In line with our usual practice for the end 

of term, the students will be dismissed from their classrooms at 2:30pm. Term 3 will commence for  

students and teachers on Monday 16th July. 

 

We wish all families a safe and enjoyable holiday and look forward to welcoming everyone back next term.   

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 



We have a very large in take of sibling enrolments for next year. If you haven't yet informed the office 

you have another child starting at Berwick Lodge next year, can you please do so immediately as we are 

currently finalising our prep numbers and this will help with our planning. 



Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday. However this 

treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients (ie: fun-size 

chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the day. 

School reports will be available on the Parent Portal from 4pm Friday 29th June. 

To access your child’s school report, please follow the below steps; 

 

Sign into the Parent Portal using the following link; 

https://sentral.berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au/portal2 

 

Your login name is your email address 

Your password is what you would have set up originally. If you cannot remember 

what this is, then please click on the “Forgot your Password?” link and you will be sent a new password 

to the email address you set up. 

 

Once you have signed into Parent Portal2, click on your child’s name on the top left hand side and this 

will then show your child’s photo and below this is “Published Reports” 

 



 
The Committee and  
Fellow Members of the 
Friends of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater would like 
to 
Welcome you to a  
Special Event. 

 
 
You are invited to a New Member’s Day on Saturday 21st July 2018 
from 10am to 2pm.  Starting at the Rangers house, we will be having a 
short presentation, followed by a tour to the Reserve to see the Birds in 
the wild and end with a complimentary lunch. For further information 
and to RSVP to assist with catering, please indicate dietary needs.  
Email: heho1@optusnet.com.au or phone: 0359648341 by Thursday 
18th July.  
 
FREE Activities to enjoy during the school holidays: 
 
 Explore Wilson Botanic Park – Berwick: Playgrounds, walking tracks and open green 

spaces to play. https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/arts-leisure/places-to-visit/wilson-botanic-
park-berwick/about-wbp 

 Visit Cranbourne Botanical Gardens: Explore the Australian garden and wander through 
the different spaces. https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/visit-cranbourne/plan-your-visit/visitor-
information 

 Kids workshops on Saturday and Sunday at local Bunnings. https://
www.bunnings.com.au/our-services/in-store/kids-activities 

 Visit the Tim Neville Arboretum: 98-106 Dorset Rd, Ferntree Gully: Playground, BBQ, pic-
nic area.https://www.tripadvisor.com.au/Attraction_Review-g3734161-d7392008-Reviews-
Tim_Neville_Arboretum-Ferntree_Gully_Greater_Melbourne_Victoria.html 

 Visit The Old Cheese Factory – Berwick: Playground, BBQ and picnic areas: https://
www.casey.vic.gov.au/arts-leisure/places-to-visit/old-cheese-factory/about-ocf 

 
 

Enjoy spending time outside dur- ing the holidays. 
 
 
 Happy Gardening.  Mrs. McCrum.  
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