
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

NEWSLETTER N0 16 31ST MAY 2018 

REPORT WRITING DAY - FRIDAY 8TH JUNE - NO SCHOOL 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - MONDAY 11TH JUNE - NO SCHOOL 

STUDENT PLACEMENT POLICY/RELOCATABLE BUILDING PROVISION 

 

DET has a new policy for the provision of relocatable buildings.  This will mean that any schools which have more 

than 50% of their students enrolled from outside their Designated Neighbourhood Boundary will not be provided 

with additional classrooms. Schools will need to manage their enrolments in order of priority placement and  

manage their current enrolments within their existing facilities.  Last week, Senior Education Improvement Leaders 

(SEILS) contacted schools in this category to inform them of the changes. Berwick Lodge is one of those schools 

and consequently, I was telephoned on Thursday afternoon and provided with this information. As I pointed out to 

my SEIL the new policy leaves unanswered a number of important questions and coming as it did, by telephone, 

after schools have already commenced their enrolment procedures for 2019 it creates unwelcome issues for  

principals. This policy change has received considerable media coverage in recent days and has been taken up by 

principal organisations with the Minister for Education.  Insofar as the potential implications for our school are  

concerned, this sudden change to enrolment policy means that we will have to manage even more carefully our 

annual intake of students from outside our local neighbourhood area because we would not be provided with addi-

tional portable classrooms if our enrolments rose above the threshold that until now would have meant that we 

would receive an additional portable building. This change is very significant and with a variety of serious  

possible outcomes.  Please feel most welcome to contact me at the school should you have any queries regarding 

this policy change. 

 

 



DIARY DATES  
 

Wednesday 30th May -  

Friday 1st June    Grade 6 Camp - CYC City Camp 

Wednesday 6th June   Step into Prep information evening 7pm 

Wednesday 6th June   RoboCup Junior Australia Ballarat Regional comp 

Tuesday 12th June    Prep Casey Safety Village PC & PT 

Thursday 14th June   Prep Casey Safety Village PF & PQ 

Thursday 21st June    State School Spectacular rehearsal 

Tuesday 31st July    2018 International Competitions & Assessments 

      For schools (ICAS) - English. Grades 3 - 6 

Wednesday 18th - Friday 20th July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Wednesday 25th - Friday 27th July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

Thursday 9th August   2018 Australian Mathematics competition 

      grades 3 - 6 

Thursday 16th August   State School Spectacular rehearsal 

 

NOTICES DUE BACK 

 
Friday 1st June    Predicted enrolments for PREP students 

Monday 4th June    Prep Casey Safety Village excursion 

Monday 4th June    RoboCup Junior Australia Ballarat Regional comp 

Wednesday 6th June   Grade 6 Swimming program 
Wednesday 13th June   2018 ICAS competition (grades 3 - 6) 

Wednesday 13th June   2018 Maths competition (grades 3 - 6) 

HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 

mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

CHANGE OF SCHOOL CLEANERS 

Our current cleaners, Bertrams, will be finishing up here on June 30 as a result of government policy changes  

regarding to whom cleaning contracts can be awarded. Originally, Bertrams were contracted by school council to 

clean our school until the end of this year, but with the new policy, the DET is winding up all cleaning contracts for 

current cleaning companies for all metropolitan schools on June 30. I have recently met with representatives of our 

new cleaning contractors, Menzies, selected by the DET on our behalf as has been done for all metropolitan  

government schools. Menzies are one of 5 major cleaning companies that have been awarded block contracts to 

clean all Melbourne government schools in the future. I will be meeting with them again before the end of this 

term, once they have appointed the new cleaners to clean our school and have prepared a cleaning schedule for 

our input. On behalf of our school council, I thank Bertrams for the service they provided to our school. We have 

enjoyed an excellent professional partnership with them and we are sorry to see them go. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s) 

Q. Can children who are not attending Berwick Lodge P.S. enrol in our Before & After School Care 

program?  

A. Under the current circumstances they cannot because our priority is to meet the needs of our school  

community and as such we do not have any spare vacancies. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘The events of any given day can be viewed from different vantage points. Choose wisely!” 



 NO FOOD SHARING (GUIDELINES) 

We would like to remind families that at Berwick Lodge we do not permit children to share food with other 

students.  The reasons for this are because we have many children who have allergies to a wide range of food 

products.  We are aware that families often like to acknowledge their child’s birthday and allow them the  

opportunity to share the celebrations by sending along treats. Any treats provided on birthdays should be 

packaged, shop bought with the list of ingredients.    

  

WINTER WEATHER 

The cold weather has now set in. Please make sure that the children are dressed for the cold weather, with a 

warm jacket and a beanie. We want the children to continue to enjoy playing outside even on the colder days.  

  

GRADE FIVE AND SIX CAMP 

Yesterday we farewelled our grade six students as they ventured off on camp. 

School camps are a fantastic opportunity for children to develop new skills. Children exercise independent 

thinking, increase their social skills and decision-making, as well as increase their knowledge by participating in 

authentic learning experiences.  The grade six students will spend the next few days exploring the city, visiting 

Parliament House, The Shrine of Remembrance and The Immigration Museum, they will even enjoy a spin on 

the Melbourne Star.  We can’t wait to hear all about their experiences when they return.  

  

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING AT HOME 

Many parents are interested in looking at ways to support their child’s learning at home. The LEARNING  

POTENTIAL website supports the Australian Curriculum for primary school, and is child (and parent) friendly. 

Click on the following link to find some activity ideas that will reinforce and build on the concepts and skills 

your child encounter in the classroom. http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/  
  

NATIONAL BUDDY DAY                                                                                                                                   

On Thursday 14th June 2018 the whole school will look forward to celebrating ‘National Buddy Day’ by  

participating in a range of activities with their buddy grade. The theme for the day is 

‘Banding Together’.  

Activities will promote the values of the Better Buddies framework, which include: caring 

for others, friendliness, respect, valuing, difference, including others and responsibility.  We 

are asking the students to dress in purple and bring a gold coin donation.  The money raised 

will be donated to the Alannah & Madeline Foundation. At Berwick Lodge we highly value 

our association with the Alannah & Madeline Foundation and recognise the great benefits of 

the Better Buddy Program.  

  

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (the national data collection) 

is an annual collection that counts the number of school students receiving an adjustment due to disability and 

the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the same basis as other students. The  

collection of data is completed by every school in Australia.  

The national data collection ensures that, information about students with disability is transparent, consistent 

and reliable at a national level. 

The national data collection will assist schools to:  

 

 Gain a greater understanding of their student population and how students can be best supported.  

 Formally and consistently recognise the support and adjustments provided to students with disability  

 Develop the professional judgement of school teams in making educational adjustments for students 

with disability rather than relying on a medical or clinical diagnosis alone. 

 Review their learning and support systems and continually improve educational outcomes for students 

with disability.  
 
 

http://www.learningpotential.edu.au/


 
 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Berwick Lodge PS is excited to be participating.  

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of  

reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set 

number of books by 7 September 2018. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 

teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian  

Premier and can choose to have their name included on the online Honour Roll. If you would like your 

child‘s name to appear on the Honour Roll, please sign the P-2 or 3-6 forms distributed this week and  

return it to school. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian  

Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 
 
Mark Carthew 

BLPS Literacy Coordinator 

REPORT WRITING DAY AND LONG WEEKEND 

Next Friday th June is our report writing day and Monday 11th June is a public holiday.  No students are  

required at school on either day.  

 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – CITY OF CASEY CIVIC RECEPTION 

Tomorrow evening, two of our 2017 Helmeted honeyeater ambassadors, Lachlan B and Malaika G in grade 5, 

will speak at a special City of Casey civic reception.  They were invited to speak about our schools ambassador 

program and their involvement with the ‘Friends of the Helmeted honeyeater’.  This is a wonderful  

opportunity for our students and acknowledgement of the great work our students have been completing. We 

wish them all the best and look forward to hearing all about their presentation.   
  

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc


 

Remember to visit the Physical Education Blog for 

all the latest news and updates. 

http://blpspe.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

 

 

 

There has been a few students requiring 

spare clothes from our Sick bay in the past 

few weeks. If you have borrowed any clothes 

could they please be returned to the Sick bay. 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 


