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CANTEEN IS OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

SCHOOL REVIEW PROCESS
We are currently in the 4th year of our 2015-18 School Strategic Plan and as such are in what is known as our
school review year. Under the auspices of school council, our Staff Leadership Team – comprised of our 3 Principal
Class Officers – Sandra McCrum, Angela Maskery and me plus our 3 Leading Teachers – Michele Tan, Mark
Carthew and Sharon Chandler are coordinating the preparation and development of our Pre Review Self Evaluation
(PRSE) to be provided to our DET appointed External School Reviewer, Peter Fotheringham by the end of July.
School council will be reviewing the drafts of our PRSE at our next 2 school council meetings. In addition, Liz
Blanchard, our Quality Management Coordinator is preparing the very extensive range of policy documentation
required by the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) as a pre-requisite requirement for the
school review to proceed.
Our PRSE will incorporate a wide range of data from 2015 onwards – including student achievement in NAPLAN
and from teacher judgements across all curriculum areas, also DET staff, parent and student opinion surveys, ISO
9001:2008 Quality Management External Audit Reports and school financial records and audits. Our 4-Year School
Strategic Plan Goals and Annual Implementation Plans Key Improvement Strategies and targets will be the
reference points against which our data will be evaluated. Following the Validation Day, to be held one month after
our Reviewer has received our completed PRSE – that is the day in which the Reviewer meets with our review
team which includes our school council president and validates our PRSE and VRQA requirements, a 3-day Review
Fieldwork program commences. This program culminates in the compilation of our school’s Draft Review Report
by the Reviewer which is then presented to our DET Senior Education Improvement Leader, Mark Anderson, who
is also a DET appointed member of our Review Team. Our school council is then provided with our Final Review
Report within 4 weeks of our final review day. Our entire school review process will have taken approximately 2
terms or 20 weeks to complete.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Following provision of our Final Review Report, we will have term 4 to complete our next 4-Year Strategic Plan
2019-22. All in all, a very complex, thorough and lengthy process.
SCHOOL EMERGENCY EVACUATION DRILL
We will be conducting a school emergency evacuation drill sometime in the next 2 weeks. These evacuation
exercises form part of our emergency management procedures and are designed to simulate real life situations so
as to best prepare us for any such unlikely to occur event in the future. In order to achieve the most valuable
feedback on the level of success of the drills we do not announce the specific date and time of the drill to staff and
students prior to the drill. In doing so, however, we do prepare the children for the drills and staff approach the
exercise with the express aim of maintaining a calm and reassuring environment for the children throughout the
drill.
There are a number of different situations for which we have specific evacuation drills and over time we conduct
drills for each unique emergency situation.
Q. Why aren’t the children issued with gloves when picking up litter in the school grounds?
A. Issuing a pair of gloves to each of the many children who help pick up litter under my supervision, usually on
Fridays, would be far too time consuming. It is important to note that children are asked to pick up only paper
litter, not discarded food litter. At the end of the litter pick up, I always instruct the children to wash their hands
before going to class. Of course, if parents would prefer that their child/ren do not pick up paper litter in this
manner, then please inform your child/ren’s class teacher to that effect and they will pass the message on to me.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘The difference between hype and hope is sincerity’

DIARY DATES
Thursday 21st June
Thursday 21st June
Tuesday 31st July
Wednesday 18th - Friday 20th July
Wednesday 25th - Friday 27th July
Thursday 9th August
Thursday 16th August
Wednesday 5th September Friday 7th September

State School Spectacular rehearsal
Pasta Day Lunch
2018 International Competitions & Assessments
For schools (ICAS) - English. Grades 3 - 6
Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program
Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program
2018 Australian Mathematics competition
grades 3 - 6
State School Spectacular rehearsal
Grade 3 camp - CYC Phillip Island

NOTICES DUE BACK
Wednesday 20th June
Friday 22nd June
Friday 22nd June

Grade 3 camp deposit
Prep, Grade 1 & Grade 2 swimming program
CSEF Funding application form (no extensions)

STUDENT REPORTS
The Victorian Curriculum is what teachers use when planning their teaching and learning programs and assess
against when writing student reports. The Victorian Curriculum F–10 includes both knowledge and skills. These
are defined by learning areas and capabilities. Teachers plan learning opportunities in each of these areas, laying
the foundations in Prep and progressing through different standards of achievement. This curriculum design
assumes that knowledge and skills are transferrable across the curriculum and therefore are not duplicated. For
example, where skills and knowledge such as asking questions, evaluating evidence and drawing conclusions are
defined in Critical and Creative Thinking, these are not duplicated in other learning areas such as History or
Health and Physical Education. It is expected that the skills and knowledge defined in the capabilities will be
developed, practised, deployed and demonstrated by students in and through their learning across the
curriculum. Further information can be obtained from the website: http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
The design of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 is set out below:
The Arts

Dance

Drama

Media Arts

Music

Visual Arts

Visual Communication Design
English
Health and Physical Education
The Humanities

Civics and Citizenship

Economics and Business

Geography

History
Languages
Mathematics
Science
Technologies

Design and Technologies

Digital Technologies

Critical and Creative Thinking
Ethical
Intercultural
Personal and Social

NATIONAL BUDDY DAY
Today 14th June, our whole school participated in the ‘National Buddy Day’. On the day, students participated in
a range of activities with their buddy grade. Students wore purple on this day and donated a gold coin to the
Alannah & Madeline Foundation. At Berwick Lodge, we highly value our association with the Alannah & Madeline
Foundation and recognise the great benefits of the Better Buddy Program.
FUTURES IN MIND
Children and adolescents, like adults, are faced with many challenges in life. Without appropriate support these
challenges can become intrusive in their lives and cause significant difficulties which can lead to disengagement
from school and family and possibly mental ill health later in life. “Futures In Mind” provides a counselling service
to students attending Berwick Lodge which is bulk-billed and all costs are covered by Medicare. All you are
required to do is visit your child’s General practitioner (GP) and request a referral and Mental Health Care Plan
to access this valuable service.
For more information about this service please speak to Angela Maskery.
LOST PROPERTY
Please check the lost property bins located near the side exit doors of the main corridor for any items of lost
clothing.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery.

If you have a Centrelink Healthcare card, Pension concession card,Veterans
Affairs Gold card or temporary Foster parent and haven't yet applied for the
CSEF funding, then please collect the form from our office as all forms must
be lodged by Friday 22nd June 2018. No extensions can be given.

Our goal is to keep children safe from bullying,
cyber bullying and violence.
What is Fortnite: Battle Royale?
Fortnite: Battle Royale is a very popular online shooter game. You fight each other on a small island until
one player is left. Hidden around the island are weapons and you can hide or defend yourself in the
buildings. The last survivor is the winner.

You can also team up with a friend or a group of friends and compete together. This adds a social element as participants are able to chat using headphones and microphones.

A REMINDER:
Please remember if choose to chat:

chat to people that you know

do not give out personal information (full names, date of births, home/school address etc)

How to turn off chat mode:
Open the Settings menu in the top right of the main Fortnite page by selecting the three bars, then the
cog icon. Choose the Audio tab at the top of the screen. From there, you can adjust several audio
features, including voice chat. Turn the setting from on to off by tapping the arrows.

Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassador’s Excursion Report:
On the 7th of June, we went to Yellingbo Nature Reserve to
learn about the Helmeted Honeyeater. The abbreviation for
Helmeted Honeyeater is HEHO. We walked through the forest
and saw 6 to 8 Helmeted Honeyeaters. They were very fast at
flying and even though they have yellow feathers, they were hard
to see as they were camouflaged in the bush. We saw lots of
different trees, habitat and different types of bushes they eat.
In Yellingbo nature reserve, there are approximately 200 birds in
the wild. The HEHO is a critically endangered species of bird. The
Helmeted Honeyeater has a yellow helmet of feathers on its
head. The bristles on its tongue help it suck up nectar from the
flowers and tree sap. Their babies eat little grubs for protein and
vitamins. They use metal coloured bands around their legs to tell
which bird is which and also which family they come from.
Binoculars helped us to identify the bird by looking for the coloured leg bands.
Cecilia, the educator from the ‘Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater’ taught us about the feeding station. We were
very lucky and got to walk down to the creek and see the feeding stations. The HEHO is fed wombaroo by
volunteers. Wombaroo is a nectar the birds eat. They clean the feeding station with vinegar, as this is a natural
cleaning solution. Bleach and other cleaning products are poisonous for the wildlife. The green army are volunteers
who plant lots of trees and bushes for the bird. They wear green ,yellow and orange clothes. The Friends of the
Helmeted Honeyeater are always looking for more volunteers. If you want to volunteer, talk to your mum, dad, and
Mrs. McCrum. We had a great day!
By Leyla M 5K, Nathan H 5W, Ruby W 4M.

GARDEN GRANTS:
Congratulations Berwick Lodge Primary School! We received wonderful news last week that we are the recipients of
a City of Casey Environmental Sustainability grant and a Victorian School Garden Award Grant sponsored by
Warner’s nursery. The grant money is to assist with completing a final section of the Sensory Garden and the
Warner’s nursery grant is for a new garden space near the grade 5 classrooms. We look forward to starting these
projects in the near future.

Happy Gardening, Mrs. McCrum.

Our school community raised a total of 82,984 vouchers.
We have been able to use these vouchers to purchase PMP equipment, Class sports bags for Prep
– Grade 2 (13 grades) to assist with sports borrowing and replenish and replace our current Phys
Ed stock of balls, games and other sports equipment.
Our order is due to be delivered in Term 3.
Thank you for everyone’s support on achieving this awesome result.

You are invited to our next PFA meeting on Monday 18 June @ 9:30am (after morning assembly, in the staff
room). We're a friendly bunch and the meeting will run for less than 1 hour, so come along if you can. At the
meeting we will start to plan a Father’s Day stall that will run in September. If you enjoyed helping out at the
Mother’s Day stall or have any ideas or feedback about it, it would be great to hear from you!
Thanks!
Christine PFA President

BUSINESS ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

Officer Pony Club are now taking memberships for their upcoming year so why not come
and do a “Come, Try & Ride” day. The cost is $30.00 for three x 1 hour lessons and this
includes your day insurance. Further enquiries please contact Shelley Hamilton on 0451
543 370 or Di Podger on 0418 311 128.

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

COMMUNITY ADVERTISING

