NEWSLETTER N0 8

22ND MARCH 2018

LAST DAY FOR TERM 1 - THURSDAY 29TH MARCH FINISH AT 2.30PM
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 - MONDAY 16TH APRIL AT 9.00AM
CANTEEN IS NOW OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
At Monday’s AGM, following the declaration of the ballot, the following office bearers were elected for the next 12
months:
School Council President – Brian Gardiner
Vice President – Alicia Ladson
Correspondence Secretary – Mel Dobric
Minute Secretary – Rob Kelly
We have three sub committees of school council each of which meet 8 times per year for about one hour in the
week prior to every school council meeting. They are: MANAGEMENT – which deals with the areas of finance,
workforce planning, community partnerships & engagement and quality management; WELLBEING – which deals
with student and staff wellbeing, facilities, school cleaning, canteen and our Out of School Hours program; and
LEARNING – which deals with performance development, professional development, accountability and
curriculum. Parents who are interested in and have the time to join one of these sub committees are most
welcome. Please let us know if you are considering this option as a way of both contributing to and learning about
how Berwick Lodge operates.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
CONDOLENCES
It is with great sadness that I am informing you of the passing of Arnav Varkula last weekend. Arnav came to our
school at the commencement of 2017 and was a valued and much respected student in our Grade 5 team. Just six
months later Arnav became ill and has spent most of the past 9 months under treatment and was unable to return
to school for the duration of that time. Our deepest sympathies are extended to Arnav’s father, Jeevan, his sister,
Adithi who graduated from Berwick Lodge last year and his extended family. Arnav’s mother sadly pre-deceased
him several years ago.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. What experience do I need to have to join a subcommittee?
A. Being a parent of a student at our school is experience enough! It really is a great way to learn about how
schools, and in particular, our school operates and of course to make a valuable contribution, particularly in the
area of policy development and school direction.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘The problem with deferring things to tomorrow is that you only
have full control over the here and now’

DIARY DATES
Friday 23rd March
Monday 26th March
Tuesday 27th March
Thursday 19th April
Monday 30th April
Thursday 21st June
Thursday 16th August

JSC Craigcare Aged Care Visit
2018 National Young Leaders Day
Prep Easter Hat Parade
House Cross Country
State School Spectacular rehearsal
State School Spectacular rehearsal
State School Spectacular rehearsal

NOTICES DUE BACK
Friday 23rd March
Monday 26th March
Friday 29th March

Grade 6 “Wonder Movie”
House Cross Country parent helper form
Grade 5/6 Interschool Winter Sports

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

HARMONY DAY
On Monday our whole school celebrated Harmony Day. It was fantastic to see so many students wearing
orange or national costumes. It was wonderful to see the whole school come together celebrating every
culture.
ATHLETICS DAY
Yesterday our grade 3 to 6 students participated in a fun and enjoyable house athletics day. The students
dressed in their house colours, cheered on team mates and enjoyed rotating through the events. There were
some very colourful costumes and we want to congratulate the children on their outstanding sportsmanship
during the day! Thank you to the supportive group of parents who assisted or encouraged their children from
the side lines. A big thankyou to Tanya Craig for organising another successful event.
PLANNING WEEK
Today planning week for teachers begins. During the week, each area team has the opportunity to work and
plan together programs and events for term 2. When your child’s teacher is working hard with their team on
planning day, the grade will be taken by one of our specialist teachers or a replacement teacher. We look
forward to the wonderful programs our teachers will plan for next term.
TERM FINISH – 2.30pm Thursday 29th March.
Term 1 will finish at 2.30pm on Thursday 29th March. Camp Australia will be operating from 2.30pm on this
day.
PREP EASTER HAT PARADE
The Prep students will be involved in their annual Easter hat parade next Tuesday 27th March. This is a
wonderful event and students enjoy creating and making their amazing hats for this day. We look forward to
seeing all the different hats and parents are welcome to attend the parade.
GRANDPARENTS DAY
The grade 1 students enjoyed having “Grandparents and Special Person” day today. They enjoyed participating
in a range of games and activities, which their grandparents may have played.
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
The Department of education have mandated all schools to implement the Respectful Relationships curriculum.
The Respectful Relationships curriculum primarily is within the Physical Education/Health and Personal and
Social capabilities areas. Our school has a working team whom are implementing the curriculum across the
school. For further information please read the following:

What is Respectful Relationships?
Respectful Relationships is about tackling family violence through education.
Rosie Batty, CEO of the Luke Batty Foundation says, “The whole school community is an essential part of social
reform by modelling a culture of respect through the whole school, not just by teaching respect in the classroom.”

In the classroom, children will learn problem solving skills, to develop empathy, support their own wellbeing
and build healthy relationships with others. The initiative will also provide resources to best support children
and staff who are affected by family violence.
When children build positive relationships with their teachers and peers they feel safer and happier at school,
are more resilient and have positive attitudes. Positive relationships also increase a child’s sense of social
connectedness and belonging which can result in better health and academic outcomes.
These age-appropriate and evidence based materials are designed to enable teachers to develop student’s
social and emotional capabilities to promote positive, healthy and respectful relationships. They provide
teachers with handouts and activities for students that guide classroom discussion.
If you would like to hear why the implementation of this is so important, click on the link below and watch a
short clip which outlines the importance of this approach in our schools.
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/respectfulrelationships.aspx?Redirect=1
If you have any questions relating to this, please ask either Sandra McCrum or Angela Maskery.
OUTSTANDING PUBLICITY & MEDICAL REPORT FORMS FOR SCHOOL EXCURSIONS
We still have a number of students who haven't returned their “Student Image & Work Publicity”
permission form (green in colour) Throughout the year there are many occasions, events & activities that we
highlight in the media, on our website and in class blogs. We also involve children in school promotional
activities such as brochures, advertisements & on our website. Your permission is required for your child’s
photograph or work to appear in newspapers, brochures, advertisements, and blogs or on our website, our
facebook page and our other social media apps (e.g Twitter, YouTube). This permission also includes video
streaming of classroom activities to our YouTube channel.
We also have a number of students who haven't returned their “Confidential Medical Report for School
Excursions” form (cream in colour). The school will use this information if your child is involved in a medical
emergency whilst on a school excursion. Students will not be able to attend an excursion if the form hasn't
been returned.
LOST PROPERTY
If your child has lost any items of clothing, please come and have a look along the main corridor for the lost
property. All items remaining on Friday 29th March will be given to the local Op shop or our second hand
uniform shop.
FEDERATION UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
On Tuesday, we had 60 Federation University second year education students visit our school. They listened
to a very informative and inspiring presentation by our Principal, Henry Grossek and then visited the
classrooms where they will be working during 3 sessions in May. The students will be teaching in the grade 2
and the grade 3 area during this time. The University visits by the students and lecturers assists in developing
stronger working partnerships within our community and provides our students with different opportunities
whilst assisting student teachers. We look forward to the very exciting science lessons they will be teaching
our students.
KIDS ROAR PROGRAM
Our grade Prep students enjoyed their first lesson delivered by the kids ROAR team on Monday. They learnt
about emotions and how they may feel at various times, including when they are happy, sad, scared and
excited. Feedback from our Prep teachers has been very positive and we are looking forward to the second
lesson in term 2. The Kids ROAR program delivers the message of keeping yourself safe by learning
protective behaviours.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Our Facebook page was revamped in October 2017.
We keep our school community up to date with regular messages and reminders. The
newsletter is uploaded onto our Facebook page every week and you can also find our
Canteen menu here as well. There is also a Weekly General Discussion where parents and
friends can ask questions and post comments.
Please like our page if you haven't already done so to keep up to date with our school
community.

It was wonderful to see the enthusiastic group of parents, teachers
and students assisting at the working bee last Friday. A BIG
THANK YOU to Rachael, Gemma, Hannah, Carla, Sarah, Rob,
Eloise, Laura, Martin, Hayden, Lauretta, Ally, Chen, Scarlett, Christine,
Andreea, Isa, Mrs Rawlings, Riley, Chloe, Jenny, Hannah, Elijah, Esther,
Zach and Mr Pryor for all their assistance. We have nearly weeded
the community garden and will now start spreading mulch on the
main garden beds. We plan to start to planting seeds next week.
Happy Gardening, Mrs McCrum.

We are so excited to announce that this week we were notified by the
City of Casey, that Jackson from 1P won the Casey Kids Carnival
Colouring Competition.
Jackson did a great job of his Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle colouring.
This Saturday, Jackson will collect his prize from the Casey Kids
Carnival at Akoonah Park.
If you get there, be sure to check out all the Berwick Lodge Entries.
Congratulations again to Jackson!
Keep creating!

Jo Zammit and Kylee Muccignat
Visual Arts Teachers

The Art Room and Community garden is in need of
lots of newspapers and some old magazines so if you
have any that need a new home, please drop them
into the office.
Thank you
Mrs McCrum, Mrs Zammit & Mrs Muccignat

BERWICK COLLEGE HIGH ACHIEVERS PROGRAM 2019
Berwick College has officially opened applications for their 2019 High Achievers Program. The program is designed to enable
students to ‘expand their minds in creative and innovative ways ensuring students’ engagement and academic acceleration’.
Application forms are available from the office or the Berwick College website. The cost of sitting the entrance exam is $60 and
closing date for applications is MONDAY 30th April at 4pm.
*Sitting for the High Achievers Program does not automatically ensure enrolment at Berwick College. Application for Year 7
enrolment must be submitted to Berwick Lodge during the course of the year.
SCHOOL TOURS
The aim of this tour is to provide parents and students with an overview of the College.
The tour will cover the major facilities of the school including Leisure Centre, Stadium, PAC, Technology areas, Arts, Senior
School, library and other curriculum classroom areas. There is also the opportunity to ask questions or to clarify information
about other aspects of life at Berwick College.
The College offers a wide and varied program of study including HAP (the High Achievers Program 7-9), FLP (Flexible Learning)
VCAL and VCE.
A range of Instrumental Music opportunities are available. Private or group lessons are offered in guitar, drums, clarinet,
trumpet, oboe, flute and piano. A senior, intermediate and junior concert band operate and rehearse regularly.
TOUR DATES FOR 2018
Bookings are essential. Please call (03) 8768 1000 to make a booking.





Wednesday 28th February 9.30am
Wednesday 21st March 9:30am
Wednesday 18th April 9:30am
Year 7 2019 Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 24th April, 6:30pm in the Stadium
(High Achievers Program, Basketball Academy and Dance Academy Presentations at 7:30pm)



Wednesday 16th May 9:30am
High Achievers Program Testing and School tour – Saturday 19th May 9:00am – Administration







Wednesday 20th June 9:30am
Wednesday 1st August 9:30am
Wednesday 29th August 9:30am
Wednesday 17th October 9:30am
Wednesday 14th November 9.30am

Last day for canteen in Term
one (1) is Wednesday 28th
March 2018
First day for canteen in
Term two (2) is Wednesday
18th April 2018.
NO canteen on the first
day of school (Monday 16th
April)
Bellbrook Catering would like to wish all staff, students and families a
safe and happy Easter holiday break.
Kind regards
Bellbrook Catering
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