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NEWSLETTER N0 6

CANTEEN IS NOW OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
CURRICULUM DAY FRIDAY 9TH MARCH - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

STUDENT EXPULSION
This topic has been widely covered in the media in recent weeks, with several harrowing examples for which a
satisfactory outcome for both the families and schools involved has proven to be extremely difficult to achieve. In
response, the Minister for Education, James Merlino has foreshadowed changes to the role that school principals
will play in the future, as part of the review of existing government school expulsion procedures that he announced
last August. In effect, Minister Merlino has indicated that principals would have a greater say throughout the
expulsion inquiry process than they now have. Whist this has been welcomed by principals, the issues surrounding
student expulsion are far more complex than by providing principals with greater input in the expulsion process.
Hopefully the $5.9 million program to keep kids in schools, announced by the Andrews state government in August
last year will be successful as the range of issues involved and provides a substantial measure of satisfaction for all
stakeholders involved.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Why must student asthma plans have to be updated annually?
A. Student asthma plans are valid for 12 months only. We are required to have them updated annually, even
though in many cases they do not change. I understand that for you this can be frustrating, but it is a legal
requirement.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

DIARY DATES
Friday 9th March
Wednesday 14th March
Wednesday 14th March
Thursday 15th March
Thursday 15th March
Friday 16th March
Wednesday 21st March
Wednesday 21st March
Thursday 22nd March
Friday 23rd March
Monday 26th March

Curriculum day - no school on this day
Edwin Flack District Tennis Tournament
Kids Roar - Information evening for parents of Prep
students
JSC Recycled Dress-up day - gold coin donation
Grade 4 & 5 Helmeted Honeyeater incursion
Prep in school visit - Amy’s Amazing Adventure
House Athletics - Grades 3 - 6
Grade 2 Picnic at Wilson Botanic Park
Grade 1 Grandparents & Special person’s day
JSC Craigcare Aged Care Visit
2018 National Young Leaders Day

NOTICES DUE BACK
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Wednesday 14th March
Friday 16th March
Friday 16th March
Friday 16th March
Wednesday 21st March
Wednesday 21st March

Kids Roar information evening for parents of preps
Grade 4 “Inside Out Movie”
House Athletics parent helper forms
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill Camp parent helper expression of interest.
Grade 6 CYC Camp parent helper expression of interest
Grade 4 & 5 Helmeted Honeyeater incursion
Amy’s Amazing Adventure
Grade 2 Picnic at Wilson Botanic Park
Grade 5 & 6 Camp deposits due
2018 National Young Leaders Day
JSC Craigcare Aged Care Visit

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

BETTER BUDDIES
Berwick Lodge is a Better Buddies school. We promote the values: caring for others, friendliness, respect, valuing
difference, including others and responsibility. All the children at Berwick Lodge have a buddy within the school and
these values are taught through formal and informal activities. The grade six students also have a teacher buddy
who they are able to spend time with on a regular basis. The grade six students were excited to meet their
teacher buddy for the first time on Wednesday. This is one of the many ways in which we aim to build positive
relationships, which are the key to students feeling safe, valued and accepted by all members of the school
community.
HARMONY DAY
Our diversity makes Australia a great place to live. Harmony Day is a celebration of cultural diversity, a day of
cultural resect for everyone who calls Australia home. The day coincides with the United Nations International
Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.
The message of Harmony Day is ‘everyone belongs’, the Day aims to engage people to participate in their
community, respect cultural and religious diversity and foster sense of belonging for everyone. On Monday 19th
of March we are asking the all the children to wear orange, or clothes of their traditional heritage to show
their support for cultural diversity and an inclusive Australia.
CHINESE NEW YEAR
A big thank you to our wonderful Mandarin teacher Min Mao for organising the celebration that marked the
ending of the Chinese New Year. Well done to all the children who dressed up for this occasions and took
part in the songs and dances.
ROAR – Recognise, Own, Assert, Report.
A parent information session will be held on Wednesday 14th March at 6pm for prep parents who want to find
out more information regarding the ROAR program. ROAR is a protective behaviours program that is being
introduced to our Prep children this year. We would highly recommend your attendance at the information
session.
STUDENT WELLBEING HUB
Welcome to the Student Wellbeing Hub. Here you will find information and resources about important topics
to help your child have a safe and positive experience at school.
The Student Wellbeing Hub provides information and resources about important topics to help your child
have a safe and positive experience at school. The active participation of parents and caregivers in their child’s
education is crucial for student wellbeing that leads to outcomes such as:
•better social skills
•improved behaviour
•a greater engagement in school work
•a greater sense of personal competence and learning ability
•a stronger belief in the importance of education
Follow the link for more information: https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/parents/primary#/
CURRICULM DAY
A reminder that tomorrow, Friday 9th March is Curriculum Day. This is a pupil free day. The
OHSC program will be operating.
LONG WEEKEND
Monday the 12th is a public holiday due to Labor Day and there is no school.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Our Facebook page was revamped in October 2017.
We keep our school community up to date with regular messages and reminders. The
newsletter is uploaded onto our Facebook page every week and you can also find our
Canteen menu here as well. There is also a Weekly General Discussion where parents and
friends can ask questions and post comments.
Please like our page if you haven't already done so to keep up to date with our school
community.

Community Garden
Working Bee
Friday 16th March 2018
Please join us from 3.30pm to 4.30pm.
We will be weeding and tidying our
garden and getting ready for the grades
to plant

Our Community Garden is in need of small
plastic toys such as McDonalds cars etc. If you have any toys at
home you no longer need, our community garden would
appreciate them.

The Art Room is in need of some newspapers and some old
magazines if you have any that need a new home.
Thank you
Jo Zammit/Kylee Muccignat
Visual Arts Teacher

Reminder — Book club orders must
be placed online by
Friday 16th March 2018

Canteen is now open on;

Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Please note that Pizza is no
longer available on the menu.

If your child has medication at school, new Medication Authority
forms need to be completed if you haven't already done this.

Any outstanding Asthma or Allergic Reaction plans need to be
completed by a G.P and returned to school immediately with
your child’s medication.
Should you have any concerns please contact the office or Mrs
Tsekouras in the sick bay.

BERWICK COLLEGE HIGH ACHIEVERS PROGRAM 2019
Berwick College has officially opened applications for their 2019 High Achievers Program. The program is designed to enable
students to ‘expand their minds in creative and innovative ways ensuring students’ engagement and academic acceleration’.
Application forms are available from the office or the Berwick College website. The cost of sitting the entrance exam is $60 and
closing date for applications is MONDAY 30th April at 4pm.
*Sitting for the High Achievers Program does not automatically ensure enrolment at Berwick College. Application for Year 7
enrolment must be submitted to Berwick Lodge during the course of the year.
SCHOOL TOURS
The aim of this tour is to provide parents and students with an overview of the College.
The tour will cover the major facilities of the school including Leisure Centre, Stadium, PAC, Technology areas, Arts, Senior
School, library and other curriculum classroom areas. There is also the opportunity to ask questions or to clarify information
about other aspects of life at Berwick College.
The College offers a wide and varied program of study including HAP (the High Achievers Program 7-9), FLP (Flexible Learning)
VCAL and VCE.
A range of Instrumental Music opportunities are available. Private or group lessons are offered in guitar, drums, clarinet,
trumpet, oboe, flute and piano. A senior, intermediate and junior concert band operate and rehearse regularly.
TOUR DATES FOR 2018
Bookings are essential. Please call (03) 8768 1000 to make a booking.





Wednesday 28th February 9.30am
Wednesday 21st March 9:30am
Wednesday 18th April 9:30am
Year 7 2019 Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 24th April, 6:30pm in the Stadium
(High Achievers Program, Basketball Academy and Dance Academy Presentations at 7:30pm)



Wednesday 16th May 9:30am
High Achievers Program Testing and School tour – Saturday 19th May 9:00am – Administration







Wednesday 20th June 9:30am
Wednesday 1st August 9:30am
Wednesday 29th August 9:30am
Wednesday 17th October 9:30am
Wednesday 14th November 9.30am

Congratulations to the following parents who were elected office bearers for 2018.
President – Christine Micah
Vice President – Nicki Webb
Secretary – Narelle Ray
Assistant Secretary – Mel Dobric
PFA Representative to School Council – Jade Thomas
Emergency Representative – Colleen Moffatt

Student banking is every Tuesday. Once you collect 10
silver tokens you are eligible for a reward. This year you
can choose from the following rewards;
Term 1 - Twister Power Handball or Secret Scratch Pad
Term 2 - Sparkle Glitter Pens or Glow Light
Term 3 - Might Boom Handball or Heat Reactor Pencils
Term 4 - Slushie Maker Cup or Zoom Flying Disc

Every $10 spent at Coles during the program, will earn a Coles
Sports for Schools voucher. The more vouchers you collect the
more gear our school could receive.
The program is open from the 7th February until 3rd April 2018.
Vouchers can be placed in the box located inside the office.
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Dear Valued School Community,
Our Beleza Hallam Store will be OPEN 9:00am to 1:00pm on
the Saturday 10th March, but will be CLOSED for Labour Day
Monday 12th March.
Beleza Hallam will return to their regular trading as of Tuesday
13th March 2018.
The Beleza Team hope you have a wonderful long weekend!
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