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NEWSLETTER N0 5

CANTEEN IS NOW OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY
CURRICULUM DAY FRIDAY 9TH MARCH - NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

PFA ELECTIONS
Congratulations to our newly elected office bearers for 2018 – see PFA page. We have a year of exciting events
occurring and it is very heartening to have such a level of interest in supporting our school via our PFA.
SCHOOL ENROLMENTS FOR 2018
Yesterday was the official census day for Victorian schools and it is on those numbers by which schools receive
their core funding allocation from the DET for the year.
The breakdown of our census date enrolments for this year is:
Preps: 78
Grade 1: 113
Grade 2: 92
Grade 3: 82
Grade 4: 92
Grade 5: 85
Grade 6: 93
Total enrolments: 635 (including 2 part time students) – compared with 630 students (including 2 part time
students) last year.
This is a very healthy state of affairs enrolment wise for our school as our numbers are now stable and within the
range of enrolments which ensures no more or no less than 25 classes. As we currently have 25 classrooms on
site, stability of student numbers is a welcome feature.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. What time can children come to school in the morning?
A. Not before 8.45am if they are not attending the Before School Care program. I say this because we have
noticed an increasing number of children coming to school as early as 8.00am but not attending the Before School
Care program. We do not supervise the school grounds before 8.45am and it concerns me that some parents are
sending their children to school before such supervision is provided, yet not sending their children to the
supervised care program that we offer. We would greatly appreciate your support in this matter.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

DIARY DATES
Friday 2nd March
Friday 9th March
Wednesday 14th March
Wednesday 14th March
Friday 16th March
Wednesday 21st March
Thursday 22nd March

Grade 3 “Marvellous Me” incursion
Curriculum day - no school on this day
Edwin Flack District Tennis Tournament
Kids Roar - Information evening for Prep students
Prep in school visit - Amy’s Amazing Adventure
House Athletics
Grade 1 Grandparents & Special person’s day

NOTICES DUE BACK
Monday 26th February
Monday 26th February
Friday 2nd March
Wednesday 7th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Tuesday 13th March
Friday 16th March

Grade 3 Marvellous Me
Edwin Flack District Swimming
Grade 6 Final TShirt & Windcheater order
Edwin Flack District Tennis Tournament
Kids Roar information evening
Grade 4 “Inside Out Movie”
House Athletics parent helper forms
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill Camp parent helper expression of interest.
Grade 6 CYC Camp parent helper expression of interest
Amy’s Amazing Adventure

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

CURRICULUM DAY – FRIDAY 9th March – No School for students on this day.
Friday 9th March is a curriculum day for our staff and no students are required at school on this day. CAMP
AUSTRALIA will be operating on this day and bookings are essential.
On the day, our staff will be involved in a presentation titled “Making Space for Learning – Trauma informed
practice in schools” delivered by the Australian Childhood Foundation. The day will cover topics including
understanding and defining trauma, how trauma affects children’s brain, body, memory, emotions, relationships,
behaviour and learning. This will include learning a variety of strategies to put to immediate use in the
classroom to benefit all children.
BERWICK SHOW ART AWARD CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to both Mrs Zammit and Mrs Muccignat for teaching a fantastic art program and entering our
school into the Berwick show. We were thrilled to receive the award for the best overall art display, which is a
wonderful achievement and acknowledgement for our school. If you have not walked down our main corridor
recently, please find time to come and see the beautiful new art displays. Well done to all our budding artists
and for making our school such an inspiring, colourful space to learn.
CHINESE NEW YEAR CELEBRATION DAY
Tomorrow, our school will celebrate the conclusion of Chinese New Year. A whole school parade will be held
at 9.15am on the basketball courts and all families are invited to watch. We encourage the students to wear a
Chinese costume or something red. On the day, the students will enjoy participating in a range of activities,
which may include Plum Blossom Art, Paper Cutting, and Lantern Festival stories. Thank you to Ms Mao for
organising the day.
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
Schools Clean-up Day is a fun and engaging way to teach children about the responsible disposal of rubbish,
and the repercussions of rubbish dumped irresponsibly in the local environment.
Friday 2nd March is Clean up Australia Day. The Junior School council have taken this on board and they are
planning a big clean up on Friday!
Parents can get more involved on a community level with Clean-up Australia Day by cleaning up your local
area with your friends and family. This website allows you to register a Clean-up site as a Site Supervisor or
join an existing site as a volunteer. To do so, follow the link:
https://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/get-involved/
EVERY DAY COUNTS
Going to school every day is the single most important part of your child’s education.
While most students will have a good reason to be away, there are others who will not. We understand that
there will be times for family and health reasons that children will be absent from the classroom, in these
instances please keep the school informed. If you’re having attendance issues with your child, please let your
classroom teacher know so we can work together to get your child to school every day.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Today is the first day of Autumn and it is a great time to enjoy working and planting in the garden, especially
as the weather cools down.
What do you plant now?
Beans, beetroot, broccoli, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, carrot, chives, kale, leeks, lettuce, radish, parsley,
shallots, silverbeet, spinach, turnip are all great things to plant now.
Working bee THANK YOU!
We had a fantastic turn out at our working bee last Friday afternoon. A big thank you to Narelle, Laura,
Sheema, Leila, Zayne, Lisa, Reece, Sophie, Scarlett, Blake, Hayden, Martin, Lauretta, Andreea, Isa, Rachael,
Hannah, Gemma, Mel, Georgina, Laura, Fiona, Ryan, Angela, Louis, Johanna, Jessica, Ashley, Madison, Alisha,
Jemma and anyone else who assisted. We weeded almost ½ of the garden space. We will be holding
another working bee before the end of the term to mulch the beds, top up boxes and have them ready to
plant. It was wonderful to see new faces and enjoy chatting whilst working in the garden.

Happy Gardening. Mrs. McCrum.

Our Community Garden is in need of small
plastic toys such as McDonalds cars etc. If you have any toys at
home you no longer need, our community garden would
appreciate them.

Berwick Show Award
Congratulations is in order to Berwick Lodge Primary School for our art display at the Berwick Show last
weekend. We were fortunate to be recognised, winning, “Best Overall School Display” for 2018. The
work the students create is always a credit to the skills and techniques they are constantly learning and
developing. If you walk down our school main corridor, you will see just some of the beautiful art the
students create, as well as our winning sash! Well done to all!

The Art Room is in need of some newspapers, and
some old magazines if you have any that need a new
home.
Thank you
Jo Zammit/Kylee Muccignat
Visual Arts Teacher

BERWICK COLLEGE HIGH ACHIEVERS PROGRAM 2019
Berwick College has officially opened applications for their 2019 High Achievers Program. The program is designed to enable
students to ‘expand their minds in creative and innovative ways ensuring students’ engagement and academic acceleration’.
Application forms are available from the office or the Berwick College website. The cost of sitting the entrance exam is $60 and
closing date for applications is MONDAY 30th April at 4pm.
*Sitting for the High Achievers Program does not automatically ensure enrolment at Berwick College. Application for Year 7
enrolment must be submitted to Berwick Lodge during the course of the year.
SCHOOL TOURS
The aim of this tour is to provide parents and students with an overview of the College.
The tour will cover the major facilities of the school including Leisure Centre, Stadium, PAC, Technology areas, Arts, Senior
School, library and other curriculum classroom areas. There is also the opportunity to ask questions or to clarify information
about other aspects of life at Berwick College.
The College offers a wide and varied program of study including HAP (the High Achievers Program 7-9), FLP (Flexible Learning)
VCAL and VCE.
A range of Instrumental Music opportunities are available. Private or group lessons are offered in guitar, drums, clarinet,
trumpet, oboe, flute and piano. A senior, intermediate and junior concert band operate and rehearse regularly.
TOUR DATES FOR 2018
Bookings are essential. Please call (03) 8768 1000 to make a booking.





Wednesday 28th February 9.30am
Wednesday 21st March 9:30am
Wednesday 18th April 9:30am
Year 7 2019 Parent Information Evening – Tuesday 24th April, 6:30pm in the Stadium
(High Achievers Program, Basketball Academy and Dance Academy Presentations at 7:30pm)



Wednesday 16th May 9:30am
High Achievers Program Testing and School tour – Saturday 19th May 9:00am – Administration







Wednesday 20th June 9:30am
Wednesday 1st August 9:30am
Wednesday 29th August 9:30am
Wednesday 17th October 9:30am
Wednesday 14th November 9.30am

Congratulations to the following parents who were elected office bearers for 2018.
President – Christine Micah
Vice President – Nicki Webb
Secretary – Narelle Ray
Assistant Secretary – Mel Dobric
PFA Representative to School Council – Jade Thomas
Emergency Representative – Colleen Moffatt

Student banking is every Tuesday. Once you collect 10
silver tokens you are eligible for a reward. This year you
can choose from the following rewards;
Term 1 - Twister Power Handball or Secret Scratch Pad
Term 2 - Sparkle Glitter Pens or Glow Light
Term 3 - Might Boom Handball or Heat Reactor Pencils
Term 4 - Slushie Maker Cup or Zoom Flying Disc

Our Commonwealth Bank representative will
be at our assembly on Monday 5th March
2018. She will also have “Pat the Dog” with her
to answer any questions you may have about
Student Banking.

Every $10 spent at Coles during the program, will earn a Coles
Sports for Schools voucher. The more vouchers you collect the
more gear our school could receive.
The program is open from the 7th February until 3rd April 2018.
Vouchers can be placed in the box located inside the office.

If your child has medication at school, new Medication Authority
forms need to be completed if you haven't already done this.
Any outstanding Asthma or Allergic Reaction plans need to be
completed by a G.P and returned to school immediately with
your child’s medication.
Should you have any concerns please contact the office or Mrs
Tsekouras in the sick bay.

Canteen is now open on;

Monday
Wednesday

Friday
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