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1ST FEBRUARY 2018

CANTEEN IS NOW OPEN ON MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
WELCOME
The start of a new school year brings with it the hope of a great year for all – one filled with enjoyment,
achievement and satisfaction. I can assure you that our staff are excited at the prospect of another wonderful year
at Berwick Lodge for all. Our two days of planning earlier in the week were very productive and our new staff have
settled in very well, speaking of which, I am thrilled to report that our first day with the children back ran very
smoothly. I enjoy holidays as much as anyone, and in saying that, returning to work at the beginning of the school
year is always made so much easier by seeing the enthusiasm in the happy, smiling faces of the children. Their
excitement is truly inspiring. I am very confident that 2018 will be another great year at our school.
CAR PARKING
Parking facilities for parents at schools more often than not cause everyone headaches – ironically, for only a short
time before school and at the end of the school day. It is no different at our school, despite having an excellent
parking facility adjacent to our school in the Cyril Molyneux Reserve. Please be mindful of the fact that the City of
Casey Bylaws officers regularly patrol our precinct and do issue traffic infringement notices when warranted. Please
also note that our drop-off/pick up zone in Collins Crescent is a no parking zone with a very limited time in which
cars can be there. I have requested that the Bylaws officers keep a watchful eye on this premium car space to
ensure that it is used appropriately. From time to time I also receive complaints from local residents that cars are
parked across their driveways blocking the owners car access to and from their own home. Sadly, I have already
received one such complaint - one which the resident claims involved them being on the receiving end of verbal
abuse. My advice to residents’ who bring these complaints to me, is always for them to photograph the car and
ensure they record the car’s registration number, and take the matter up with the local police. My hope is that by
bringing this matter to attention in our newsletter now will ensure that there is no need for anyone to do this for
the year.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
CONDOLENCES
We received the very tragic news that earlier this week, one of our former students, Ryan de Witt, who graduated
from Berwick Lodge in 2000 died tragically in a workplace incident. Ryan and his younger brother, Mitchell, were
highly regarded students and Ryan will be sadly missed by many. Our heartfelt condolences are extended to Ryan’s
family.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. If my child has trouble in settling in at school, how long should I wait before contacting their
teacher?
A.

That’s a good question! There is no formula by which you can tell when it is time to contact your child’s
teacher in this circumstance, other than your understanding of your child. Don’t rush off immediately, unless
you believe it to be serious, but then don’t leave too long either. You know them best.

QUOTABLE QUOTE
‘

Don’t waste the sunshine looking for clouds.’

DIARY DATES
Tuesday 13th February

Meet the teacher night 4pm - 8pm

Wednesday 14th February

Meet the teacher night 4pm - 6pm

Wednesday 21st February

School Photographs

Friday 9th March

Curriculum day - no school on this day

HAVE YOU CHANGED YOUR
ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations
for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents

WELCOME TO 2018
Welcome back to all our families! We hope that you enjoyed a relaxing holiday break. We also
welcome our Prep 2018 students and new students starting at Berwick Lodge in Years 1 to 6. The
children have all been excited about returning to school and appear to be settling in very well. If you
see any new faces around the school please welcome them to our school community.
STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Next week your children will be bringing home their Student Code of Conduct Book. The teachers
will have discussed the contents of the book with their class and added a copy of their class rules. We
ask families to discuss with their children the content of the booklet. It is intended that the Student
Code of Conduct Book is kept at home to enable parents and their children to refer to it on a regular
basis. The children will also bring home a copy of our schools’ Anti-Bullying Guidelines which explain
how the issue of bullying is addressed with the students at our school.
ENGLISH ON LINE ASSESSMENT FOR ALL PREP STUDENTS
Today our Prep teachers commenced the DET (Department of Education) mandated assessment of all
our Prep students in the area of English. During the next few weeks, the specialist teachers will be
taking some Prep classes throughout the day, allowing the Prep teachers to work with the children
individually. This is a great opportunity for our new Prep students to work with other staff. The
assessment will assist in planning for individual children’s English needs for the year. The Prep teachers
have planned the curriculum program, which the replacement teacher will be following.
SUN SMART POLICY
As Berwick Lodge Primary School is a SunSmart school we require our students to dress in an
appropriate manner and wear a SunSmart hat while in the school yard from September through to
April. The SunSmart hat may be a legionnaire style, bucket hat or broad brim hat. Children without a
SunSmart hat will be requested to play in shaded areas of the playground. We also remind our
students that SunSmart clothing must cover their shoulders and midriff.
MEET THE TEACHER NIGHT
Meet the teacher nights are on Tuesday 13th February 4.00pm-8.00pm or Wednesday 14th February
4.00pm-6.00pm. This is a great opportunity to share with the teacher valuable information regarding your
child. Bookings can be made online through the parent portal after Monday 5th February. Prep students and new
students to our school will receive a letter with their personal access details on Monday. The portal allows you
to select a time that suits you best. Some parents may have already requested meetings and spoken to their
child’s teacher; therefore please don’t feel obligated to make an appointment. Families without internet access
can contact our school office to arrange their appointments with teachers.
FOOD ALLERGIES
Across our school we have many children who have allergies to food in particular NUTS. We appreciate parents
support by not sending food containing nuts in particular peanut butter or Nutella sandwiches and keep these at
home as a treat. We appreciate parents reminding their children not to share food at school. Parents may bring
in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday, however the treat MUST BE individually commercially packaged
with ingredients listed (ie: fun-size chocolate) and given to the teacher to distribute to the students at the end
of the school day.

SCHOOL CANTEEN
The school canteen is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. During the month of February we do not
encourage lunch orders for Prep students due to the short days and shortened lunch recess. Thank you for your
co-operation.

PMP – (PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM) PARENTAL HELP REQUIRED
Our Prep students will be involved in our PMP – Perceptual Motor Program on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings starting in the next few weeks. The PMP program involves physical activities such as throwing
and catching bean bags, hopping, skipping, climbing and balancing. To successfully run this program, we
require parental assistance. No experience necessary. The program runs for approximately 30
minutes. If you would like to assist, please complete the PMP form in the newsletter and return to
school. All parents do need to have a current working with children card which needs to be
recorded at school. If you would like to know more about this program, please speak to a Prep
teacher, Tanya Craig our PE teacher or one of the Assistant Principals. All parents who assisted last
year are most welcome to sign up and assist again this year. Parents from any year level are welcome
to assist, you don’t need to have a child in Prep. All help would be greatly appreciated.

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

PREP PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM (PMP)
Parent Helper
Students Name: ______________________________________ Grade: __________
I am able to help with the Perceptual Motor Program from 9am – 9.45am on the following days
each week.
□Tuesday □ Thursday
(Please tick days you are available)
□ I have a valid working with children’s card (WWCC)
(your card will need to be sighted at the office and must be present on you at all times)
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature: _________________________________
Contact Number: ________________

If your child has medication at school, new Medication Authority
forms need to be completed if you haven't already done this.
Any outstanding Asthma or Allergic Reaction plans need to be
completed by a G.P and returned to school immediately with
your child’s medication.
Should you have any concerns please contact the office or Mrs
Tsekouras in the sick bay.

Canteen is now open on;

Monday
Wednesday

Friday
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