
PARENT PAYMENT PLAN FORMS 

These forms were distributed to all families earlier this week. It is your choice when you return  

them – might I suggest that you strongly consider returning them before the end of the school year on 

Friday 22 December. Why I suggest this is that by returning them before the end of the school year, our 

office staff will be able to set up your payment plan of choice this year, thereby enabling you to avoid the 

long queues that exist on the book collection days just prior to school starting in 2018. We will have an 

express queue available specifically for those parents who have had their payment plans processed this 

year.  

 

EARLY ARRIVERS TO SCHOOL 

This issue crops up from time to time. That is parents dropping their children off at school well before 

8.45am, yet not sending them to our Before School Care program. I do understand the bind in which  

parents can find themselves with meeting the costs of childcare and meeting employers work  

expectations. It can be quite a challenge. Nonetheless, the safety of children comes first and that is why it 

is unacceptable to have children wandering around the playgrounds from as early as 8.00am. We have 

staff on yard duty from 8.45am and our Before School care program opens at 6.30am on school days. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY 



 

DIARY DATES  
Friday 1st December   Yellingbo Conservation Nature reserve 

Friday 1st December   Prep Healthy Breakfast 
Wednesday 6th December  Prep to Grade 2 Athletics day 

Thursday 14th December   Prep excursion - Chesterfield Farm 

Friday 15th December   Grade 5/6 End of year excursion Casey Race 

Friday 15th December   Twilight Christmas Picnic from 4pm - 6.30pm 

Monday 18th December   Grade 6 Graduation Ceremony 

Wednesday 29th November  Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassador excursion 

 

 

NOTICES DUE BACK 
 

Wednesday 6th December  Grade 5/6 End of year excursion Casey Race 

Friday 8th December   PFA Nominations - 2018 Committee 

Monday 11th December   Prep excursion - Chesterfield Farm 

A MESSAGE FROM MAURICE SENDAK 

Maurice Sendak, passed away in 2012, leaving a legacy of outstanding children’s literature for generations to come 

to enjoy. His most famous book was, Where the Wild Things Are, an award-winning book that was both highly  

acclaimed and, criticised in some quarters as being “too scary”. 

I was reading a piece in the weekend papers on Maurice Sendak, in which it was revealed that a hitherto  

undiscovered manuscript of his had been found and would be published soon under the title of, Presto and Zesto in 

Limboland. What really caught my attention and is the primary reason for writing this piece on Maurice Sendak, was 

the comment he made in his 1964 Caldecott Medal acceptance speech, where he criticised children’s books set in: 

 “a gilded world unshadowed by the least suggestion of conflict or pain, a world manufactured by those who cannot – or 

don’t care to – remember the truth of their own childhood”. 

Apart from being a brilliant use of language, Sendak’s message has, it could be argued, relevance today. For those 

familiar with the developments in the field of Emotional Intelligence, would be familiar with the view that all  

emotions are valid – it is how we deal with and manage them, especially strong emotions. From that perspective, 

we should not avoid some emotions simply because they may cause us stress and pain, but rather build our  

capacity to manage them as positively as possible. Sooner or later all emotions present themselves in everyone’s 

lives, and by having done all we can to have insulated our children from them in the first place, is likely to be  

counter-productive in the long term.  Sendak’s message revolves around the issue of how best to develop  

resilience and that is no mean task.  

 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)  

Q. Why has Casey Radio re-broadcast the same student hour for the past three weeks? 

A. The problem stems from programming errors – we pre-package the one-hour show and forward a digital  

version to the station for uploading to their computer log. For reasons that remain unclear, unfortunately the same 

student hour program was replayed twice. We have spoken with station management and we have been assured 

that the problem has been rectified and they will endeavour to air the two editions of the student hour at         

alternative times. We will be notified of those times prior to them being aired and will tell the children involved.   

  

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘A race against the clock is not a race for every day’  

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 



PREP TRANSITION 

This week our 2018 Prep children had the opportunity to experience working with our specialist 

teachers. They visited two specialist areas – Visual Arts, Performing Arts, Digital Technologies or  

Physical Education.  Next week the children will attend the other two specialist classes.  The children 

joined in happily and we look forward to our next visit.  Thank you to the PFA for providing a lovely 

morning tea for our parents.  It was a wonderful opportunity to talk to new families and also share 

some information in preparation for school.   

 

PARENT HELPERS’ MORNING TEA – TUESDAY 19th DEC. 

This annual event provides us with the opportunity to thank family members who have helped at our 

school over the year.  This will be held on Tuesday 19th December 2017 at 11:15am in the 

gym.  Invitations will be sent home with the students next week.  We look forward to catching up 

with these valued members of our school community.   

 

BICYLCLES, SCOOTERS AND SKATEBOARDS: SAFETY 
We have noticed that some children that ride their bikes or scooter to and from school are not  

wearing a helmet. Please reinforce the important safety messages and outline the dangers of not  

wearing head protection to your children. Helmets are compulsory for riding bikes and recommended 

for riding skateboards and scooters. Wearing a helmet will help protect your child against serious head 

injuries. For more information about safety and bicycles, scooters and skateboards please follow the 

link:  

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/bicycles,_scooters,_skateboards_and_other_wheeled.html#helmets  

 

CARE AND SUPORT FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH ADDITIONAL NEEDS 

If you are a parent of a child with additional needs, come along and join our group. A morning tea will 

be held on the 4th December at 9.30-11am at Berwick Lodge in the Out of School Care building. Brain 

gym will be the topic for discussion. Anyone who is interested in joining in on the conversation, or 

simply seeking advice and support, please reply by email to: lizblanchard@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au  

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/bicycles,_scooters,_skateboards_and_other_wheeled.html#helmets
mailto:lizblanchard@berwicklodgeps.vic.edu.au


Healesville Sanctuary Ambassador Visit:  

 

Yesterday the Helmeted Honeyeater  

ambassadors enjoyed a day at Healesville 

sanctuary.  They were privileged to go behind 

the scenes where public are not allowed and 

observed the Helmeted Honeyeater breeding 

program including closed circuit TV footage of 

a mother bird feeding two chicks.   

The ambassadors learnt about the breeding 

program their ‘Fighting Extinction’ focus. 

 

 

Yellingbo Nature Reserve visit. 

Tomorrow a group of students have been invited to attend a special presentation at 

Yellingbo nature reserve.  This is in recognition of the 150th anniversary of the naming of 

the Helmeted Honeyeater by John Gould.  Our students will be displaying art works and 

viewing a new art mural which is being unveiled on the morning.   

 

Golf balls wanted: 

Grade 1P need golf balls to assist with their garden pot. If you have golf balls you can 

donate, please bring them to the office or pass them onto Miss Perfect, room 11. 

 

 

Happy Gardening, Mrs McCrum.  



 

 
 
 

Your last canteen day for 2017 is  

Friday 15th December and your first 

canteen day for 2018 is Thursday 

1st  February. 

 

Bellbrook Catering would like to wish all 

the Berwick Lodge Primary School Staff, 

Students and Families a safe and  

happy Christmas break.  

 

 

 

 

  



Please be aware that from Monday 27th November 2017 there will be no borrowing of 

any books from the library for the rest of the year as we need  to commence our  

annual stocktake.  

 

Please also note that ALL books will need to be returned to the library by Monday 

4th December 2017. 

We appreciate your understanding.  

Our last day for Student Banking this year will be on Tuesday 5th December 2017. 
 

Please ensure you order your banking rewards by this date in order to receive them by 

the end of this year. If you don’t have a redemption sheet, please call into the office to  

collect one. Tuesday 5th December is also the last day to order any banking rewards. 





Does this scooter belong to your child, if so please contact the office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are needing clean usable 

secondhand aprons so if you 

have any at home you are no 

longer using and would like to 

donate these to school, can you 

please drop them into the front 

office. Thank you in advance! 
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