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CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY,THURSDAY & FRIDAY

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
IT’S GREAT TO BE BACK
I arrived back from leave on ANZAC Day, just in time to watch the Pies lose to the Bombers, on
television. In hindsight, it may have been better for me to arrive back one day later! Nonetheless, it is
great to be back. I understand that the ANZAC Day service conducted at our school was quite
outstanding, and has received excellent coverage in the local press. Thank you to Sandra McCrum for
taking on the role of Acting Principal during my absence.
Term 2 is promising to be chock full of activities – our annual cross country event now scheduled for
next Monday, given the bad weather of this week. Then there is our Step Into Prep evening next week,
NAPLAN tests the following week, Education week in another fortnight, followed by Year 5 and 6 camps
to Sovereign Hill and the City respectively the week after and Buddy day on the 15th June, rounding out
the term. Oh, and then there is the important matter of mid-year reports which will be prepared by
teachers for all students and distributed in time for the holidays.
FIRST LEGO LEAGUE (FLL) ROBOTICS WORLD FESTIVAL EVENT
While on my short break for Long Service Leave, I had the pleasure of attending the FLL Robotics World
Festival held in Houston, Texas. The USA is the home of FLL Robotics and the World Festival is, in many
ways the pinnacle event, with several hundred teams participating in the various categories, based on the
age of the children.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT - CONTINUED
I took the opportunity to make contact with an elementary (primary) school from California that were
participating in the festival with a view to having our students collaborating on a variety of educational
topics, most particularly robotics. Houston is also the home of NASA, and it was truly inspiring to be
there. I also took advantage of an offer by NASA to assist schools worldwide with their science programs
by way of curriculum resources.
Q. Can I bring my child to the Step into Prep night next Wednesday?
A. Preferably not – this presentation is for parents and we do not have the resources to provide childcare during the program, which runs for one hour from 7.00pm to 8.00pm. Later in May, on our Open
Night, during Education Week on Wednesday 24 May, children are most welcome to attend. In fact, I am
sure that it is an evening that will appeal to adults and children of all ages.
QUOTABLE QUOTE
I’ve departed for this week from my normal practice of writing the quotable quotes to provide 3
especially inspiring quotes that caught my eye whilst I was exploring the contents of a replica full size
model of the famous NASA Houston Space Shuttle, which was the face of NASA to the world for over
30 years.
‘Somewhere something incredible is waiting to be known’ – Carl Sagan, astrophysicist
‘Do not go where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail’ – Ralph Waldo
Emerson, poet
‘Discovery consists of seeing what everybody has seen and thinking what nobody has thought’ – Albert von
Szent-Gyorgy, recipient of 1937 Nobel Prize in Physiology

DIARY DATES
Friday 28th April

Grades 3 & 4 Hands on Science incursion

Monday 1st May

District Cross Country (replaced 26th April)

Wednesday 3rd May

Grade 4 & 5 Helmeted Honeyeater form
Step into Prep information evening

Thursday 4th May

Grade 5/6 St Margaret’s Netball competition

Friday 5th May - Friday 12th May

Life Education visit

Monday 8th May - Friday 11th May

Grade 1/2 Lego Education Centre Excursion

Tuesday 9th May - Thursday 11th May NAPLAN - grades 3 & 5
Thursday 11th May

Mothers Day Stall

Wednesday 24th May

Canteen open - Special Burger Day lunch

Wednesday 31st May Friday 2nd June

Grade 5 Camp - Sovereign Hill

Wednesday 31st May Friday 2nd June

Grade 6 Camp - CYC Camp

NOTICES DUE BACK
Monday 1st May
Monday 1st May

Grade 1/2 Lego Education Centre excursion
Grade 5/6 St Margaret’s Netball competition

Tuesday 2nd May

Grade 4/5 Helmeted Honeyeater form

Wednesday 3rd May

Life Education visit

Wednesday 10th May

Canteen Burger day lunch

Friday 12th May

Grade 3/4 Phillip Island Camp - parent helper
expression of interest
Book Club orders due online

Wednesday 17th May

Grade 5/6 Camp forms

Friday 26th May

Premiers Reading Challenge forms due

Friday 23rd June

CSEF forms due back

STEP INTO PREP – WEDNESDAY 3rd May 7pm
Next Wednesday we will be holding our Step into Prep information evening for prospective 2018 Prep
families. This will be held in our school library. If you have a Prep child or know of a family who have a
Prep next year, please let them know about this evening. A BIG THANKYOU to Andrew Drake, a dad
at our school, for making our new signs to advertise the evening.
NAPLAN FOR YEARS 3 AND 5
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017 for Years 3
and 5 students is on Tuesday 9th May, Wednesday 10th May and Thursday 11th May 2017.
All families of students in Years 3 and 5 should have received a brochure about NAPLAN this week.
Further details about the testing program can be accessed by visiting the website www.nap.edu.au. If you
have any questions or concerns about your child completing NAPLAN, please speak to your child’s
teacher or Sandra McCrum.
ANZAC DAY SERVICE
Thank you to all those who attended the Anzac Day assembly on
Monday this week. It was wonderful to see the art works grades
made and pause to remember those who have served our
country or are currently serving. A special thank you must go to
the school captains Emma, Stefan, Nadia and Ravine for doing
such a great job of presenting the assembly on the day and Chris
McKenna the secretary from the Berwick RSL who read a piece
to the students. Emma and Stefan attended the Berwick Service
on Anzac Day to lay a wreath on behalf of our school community.
ANZAC MESSENGER DOG SHOW
What a wonderful event this was for our whole school to have
the opportunity to see the show and learn about the important
role messenger dogs played during the war. Over 80,000 dogs
served in World War 1. The dogs carried messages, small
supplies, bandages, food, and water to the front line and were a
great reminder of home for the soldiers.
ANZAC Messenger Dogs Puppet show Student
recounts:
In World War One I served in the battlefields. I carried messages
to and from base. Sometimes I had to jump, dodge, and crawl. I
even had to wear a mask when there were gas attacks. Until one
day… BOOM! I got hit. I could not run. Luckily someone came and
found me. I hope I heal soon. From your loyal friend, Mel the messenger dog
Recount by Madeline 4C

Anzac Messenger Dogs Puppet Show by 1LS
On Friday the 21st of April, the Anzac Messenger Dogs Puppet
Show came to Berwick Lodge Primary School. It told us the story
of three messenger dogs that were in the army during World
War 1. Their names were Bullet, Nell and Trick. They were fast
and very smart. They delivered messages when it was very
dangerous. There were even bombs exploding around them. The
barbed wire injured one dog. They were all heroes.

OPEN NIGHT – EDUCATION WEEK
Save the Date! Our school Open Night is on Wednesday 24th May from 6pm-8pm. Our whole school
will be open for families to come and see our programs and celebrate our achievements. Each area of
the school has a different focus including playing literacy and numeracy activities, robotics, art activities,
games, Chinese activities, radio and filming. We look forward to seeing many families on this evening.
LIFE EDUCATION VAN
The Preps to Grade 4 students will enjoy the Life Education program, which will commence on Friday
5th May until 12th May 2017. The trained educators, joined by Life Education’s loveable mascot Healthy
Harold bring to life age appropriate lessons that empower children to make safer and healthier choices,
now and in the future. Parents can attend a free parent and carer information session at the school on
Monday the 8th of May at 9.30-10.15am. This is a great forum to increase knowledge, share views with
other parents, and develop strategies to help raise happy, healthy children. Please come along. There is
also an online hub for parents filled with useful strategies, tools and tips to help parents raise healthy,
happy kids.http://www.lifeeducation.org.au/parents

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery

Year 7 2018 Transition News
Last week all Grade 6 students took home a letter and application form for secondary school next year.
The ‘Application for Year 7 Placement Form’ must be returned to your child’s class teacher by
no later than 9.00am on Friday 12th May 2017. This includes students who have
applied to a non-government school.
For those parents applying to a government secondary school, you will be notified of your child’s Year
7 placement for 2018 on Wednesday 9th August 2017.
If you have any questions regarding the completion of the form, please direct these to your child’s
Grade 6 teacher or to the school office.
Thank you,
Sue Naismith
Transition Coordinator

SENSORY GARDEN
This week the students have enjoyed having time to explore and learn what is in the new Sensory Garden. We
have opened the garden space to grade levels on different days initially so all children can experience the new
space. Over time, more items will be added to the space and areas completed. If you have not had the
opportunity to see the new garden space, please come and have a wander through.

What to Plant in May
What to plant

When to harvest

Broad bean

Aug

Brussels sprouts

Jul

Cabbage

Jun

Carrot

Aug

Cauliflower

Aug

Chives

Jul

Kale

Jun

Leeks

Aug

Lettuce

Jul

Onion

Oct

Oregano

Jun

Pak Choy

Jun

Parsley

Jul

Peas

Jul

Radish

Jun

Rocket

Jun

Shallots

Aug

Silverbeet

Jul

Spinach

Jun

Turnip

Jun

Sensory Garden Bridge development

HELMETED HONEY EATER INCURSION
Next Wednesday 3rd May our grade 4 and 5 students will have the opportunity to attend a presentation about the
Helmeted Honey Eater and learn about this critically endangered species. After the presentation, interested
students will have the opportunity to apply to become an ambassador for our school. Students selected will then
participate in 4 workshops during the year. They will visit Yellingbo Nature Reserve and learn about the habitat
and feeding program, visit the nursery and learn about seeds, plants and propagation, develop a media release and
visit Healesville Sanctuary to see behind the scenes where public are not allowed to visit to learn about the
breeding program and see the bird in captivity. Students will present reports at school assemblies and share their
learning with their peers and school community. This is an exciting new program for our school and one, which we
hope, will be on going for our students in the future.
Happy Gardening,
Mrs. McCrum.

CSEF Applications
Application forms are now available in the office for the
Camps, Excursions & Sports (CSEF) funding.
Please bring a copy of your concession card into the office when
applying for the CSEF Fund.
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster
parents are eligible to apply. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the
student. Parents or legal guardians are required to submit a new CSEF
application form each year.
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a
registered Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary
school must:
on the first day of Term one, or;
on the first day of Term two;
a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions
Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an
eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card
(PCC) holder, OR
b) Be a temporary foster parent, and
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other
benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the
CSEF unless they also comply with one of the above.
CSEF application forms and a copy of your concession card must be
handed into the office by Friday 23rd June 2017.

Welcome back to Term 2!
This term looks busy in the Art Room with painting, collage, construction and more!

We are after donations of any old lego or duplo blocks. They will be used in paint so if you
are happy for them to be used well, without being returned, then please bring them in!!

Thanks to those who continue to drop other materials for the Art room, it’s been greatly
appreciated.
Please remember all students require an art smock for class, named is an added bonus!
Thank you
Jo Zammit/Julie McLeod
Visual Arts

Book Club
Book Club brochures were sent home to all families today. Please
place all orders online by Friday 12th May 2017.
Please note, the
office cannot accept cash for your orders, it must be done online.

Second hand Uniform Shop open hours
(Meeting Room 1 - Entry via main school building from outside door Collins Cres side near the Art Room)

Payments are by CASH or EFT – via the office- (Min $15 EFT)

8:45am - 9:20am
th

April 24
May 8th
June 19th
July 17th
August 14th
September 11th
October 9th
November 13th

3:00pm - 3:45pm
May 1st
May 22nd
June 26th
July 24th
August 28th
September 18th
October 23rd
December 4th

BERWICK COLLEGE HIGH ACHIEVERS PROGRAM 2018
We have received information about applying for the 2018 High Achievers Program at
Berwick College. Grade 6 parents who are interested in this program for their child can
contact Mrs Sue Naismith (room 23) for the information booklet. Closing date for
applications is 4pm Friday 28th April 2017.
The Government Schools Guide booklet
is now available in the front office showing a list of all Secondary schools in the
East, South East, Bayside, Outer East, Melbourne, West, North, North East, North
West & Girls Colleges.
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