
THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

What a great year we have had at Berwick Lodge this year. On almost every measure, we can all be  

justifiably proud of that which, as a total school community, we have achieved. Monday evening’s  

graduation event was a wonderful night, as they all are.  Our 82 graduates are to be congratulated on 

their achievements and contribution to our school. I am confident that they have every chance of  

achieving their dreams and aspirations in life. I wish them every success.  

Some of our noteworthy achievements this year include: 

 

 Sensory garden: what an outstanding addition this is to our school learning environment – thank 

you to everyone who attended last Friday evening’s celebratory family event at the official opening 

of the garden. 

 Website Upgrade: it was a painstaking process, but now we have a very comprehensive and high 

calibre digital platform for communication. This includes streaming and a weekly Lodgers TV      

program and of course both a Twitter and new Facebook facility. 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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LAST DAY OF TERM 4 IS FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER - 2.30PM 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 1 - WEDNESDAY 31ST JANUARY 2018 
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 Wakakirri Awards: a truly sensational performance that culminated in being one of only 4 

schools selected as the Victorian Primary School Challenge winners and one of only 4 finalists in 

the Australian Primary School Challenge. 

 The Educator Innovative Schools Award: acknowledgement of the work we are doing in the 

field of student agency in their learning with the Infinity Learning Maps initiative. We were selected 

by The Educator magazine as one of only 40 from over 200 applicants from schools across all    

sectors and Australia as implementing highly innovative programs to enhance student learning this 
year. 

 Robotics: participation in the Victorian Robo Cup Championships in Ballarat and in our STEM   

Extension program, children are now designing and 3D printing their own robots. 

 Citizenship: our Junior Council have again been very active in  variety of ways, including a      

wonderful presentation of Christmas carols to the elderly citizens at Craig Care and fundraising to 

support the education of a young girl living in South East Asia. Our students, representing our 

school - an Ambassador School for the Helmeted Honeyeater, our school emblem, have worked 

closely throughout the year with the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater and the Healesville  

Sanctuary in support of the survival of the Helmeted Honeyeater and the natural environment in 

general. 

 Art Murals: the artwork of 5 students from our school was selected for the creation of five 

10mx5m murals by the City of Casey and Vic Roads, who are sponsoring the initiative to present a 

50-metre mural wall adjacent to Sweeney Drive in early 2018. 

 Singapore Trip: our fourth visit by senior students and staff since the inception of the program in 

2012, to Singapore, and visiting our Singapore Sister school Tampines P.S. 

 Individual Student Achievements: we are very proud of the achievements of all students and 

we congratulate them on their individual achievements in a variety of fields. 

 Adult Education: now in our fourth year of involvement with adult education programs, we    

provided 3 courses in Education Support Certificate 3 in conjunction with Eastern College (TAFE) 

in 2017. The 30 graduates have almost all found employment in schools. To the best of our 

knowledge, we are one of very few schools that operates such a program, having been closely    

involved in the design of the course initially. We have employed a number of graduates of this 

course, one that is especially suited for parents of school age children and are viewing a return to 

work via a school-oriented career. For housing the program, we receive valuable rental funds.   

 Community Participation: in concert with our focus on community engagement, we have     

continued with the provision of our highly successful free PMP program for local kindergarten    

children and have extended this to include a free parent support service for parents of children at 

our school. Our Bridging Curriculum initiative is culminating in the completion of a valuable Forest 

Classroom book including interactive actives tailored for kindergarten children to assist them with 

the transition to school. 
 

That is quite an extensive list and there is so much more - it would be remiss of me not to 

acknowledge the wonderful work that our staff, parents and students do – all which results in the 

sum total of our school’s great achievements. MERRY CHRISTMAS 

The best of good cheer to all – enjoy the festive season, and take care. 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)  

Q. When will Facebook questions be answered? 

A. We will provide feedback between 8.00am and 6.00pm on weekdays, not after hours or on weekends 

or school holidays. I am sure you appreciate that our staff deserve a break from work too. 

 

QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘The New Year beckons, but let’s not expect either too much or too little from it – 
that could be an achievable New Year’s Resolution’  
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LAST DAY OF SCHOOL – FRIDAY 22ND DECEMBER - 2.30PM FINISH 

Parents are reminded that our last school day is Friday 22nd December and school finishes at 2.30pm.  

Out of Hours School Care will operate from 2.30pm and students attending need to be booked in.   

 

TWILIGHT CHRISTMAS PICNIC  

What a fantastic evening we had enjoying the performances and the opening of the Sensory Garden.  It 

was lovely to see so many families enjoying a picnic and the lovely weather.  Thank you to all parents, 

staff and students who have assisted with the Sensory Garden in any way.  The grade “Pots” looked 

amazing and will remain in the garden for all to enjoy. The winning grades were Prep T, 2H, 3B and 

4W.  They all received plants donated by Bunnings.  

 

PARENT HELPER MORNING TEA 

Thank you to those parents who attended our annual Parent Helpers’ Morning Tea on Tuesday. It was 

wonderful to see the familiar faces and acknowledge their contributions to our school. We look  

forward to working closely with our parent community again in 2018. 
 

GRADE SIX GRADUATION 

We enjoyed a wonderful evening at Cardinia Cultural Centre celebrating the grade 6 achievements and 

time at Berwick Lodge Primary School.  We wish all of our graduating grade six students every success 

at secondary school.   

 

FIRST SCHOOL DAY 2018 – WEDNESDAY 31ST JANUARY 2018 

School resumes for all students on Wednesday 31st January 2018.  Grade 1 to 6 student’s start at 9am 

and our Prep students start at 9.15am.   
 

 

We wish all families a very happy, safe and relaxing holiday 

and we look forward to seeing our students back on Wednesday 

31st January 2018. 

 

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery 



Sensory Garden Opening – Friday 15th December 2017. 
 

Wow, what a fantastic evening we had!  The garden looks amazing and I extend a BIG 

THANK YOU to Andy Coupar for his work in the design and building of the garden.  

Thank you also to the City of Casey, RACV, Junior Landcare – Momentum Energy for    

contributing grant funding and to Bunnings Fountain Gate for donating prizes for our “Pot 

Creation” competition. Thank you to all families, staff and students who have assisted with 

the garden by donating items, time and making things for the garden.  The art work looks 

amazing and the special pots each grade made are a wonderful colourful feature in the 

garden. Thank you to the PFA for contributing funding towards the xylophone and drums, 

and Matthew McCrum for building the big contra bass chimes. The garden was officially 

opened by councillor Wayne Smith representing the mayor who was unable to attend at 

the last minute.  Mandy Munro from the City of Casey was the guest judge of the pots 

and she had a very difficult decision in choosing the winning grades as every pot was    

fantastic!  The winning grades were Prep T, 2H, 3B and 4W.  If you would like to see all the 

pots, please visit the garden blog: http://blpsgarden.global2.vic.edu.au/ 

http://blpsgarden.global2.vic.edu.au/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas from the Sensory Garden which was visited by Elf 

on the Shelf! 

Happy Gardening, Mrs.McCrum   

 



The 2018 Parent Payment forms were sent home to all 

families on Monday 27th November 2017 and were due 

back into the office by Wednesday 20th December. 

 

To those families who have returned their forms, a very 

big thank you. 

 

Book pack collection is Thursday 25th January or  

Tuesday 30th January 2018 from 9am to 3pm.  

In order to collect your book packs, you must have  

either set up your payment plan or paid in full.   

 

On book collection days, all families are required to 

come to the office first. If you have paid or set up your 

payment plan, please line up in the “express” line and  

obtain a ticket as this is your proof of payment.  You will 

then take this to the gym to collect your books.   

 

If you haven't returned your forms, these are still  

required to be handed into the office either tomorrow 

or at book collection in January. 

 

The friendly office staff can help should you have any 

queries with this.  



All medication held in the sick bay will be  

returned home with students on Friday 22nd 

December. This includes Asthma puffers and 

spacers, Epi pens, tablets, creams and bottled 

medication. 

 

Karen has now sent home updated Asthma plans, Anaphylactic & 

Allergy plans to all families who’s child has been diagnosed with 

the above conditions. Can you please have these completed by 

your G.P and returned to the office on either book collection 

day or the first day of term one (1) with all medications listed on 

the plans.  

 

New Medication Authority forms will need to be  

completed by all families handing in medication at the start of 

2018. 

 

 



 

Effective 2018, canteen will 

now operate on a Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. 
(canteen will no longer operate on a Thursday) 

 

Canteen will re-open on 

Wednesday 31st January, 

our first day back at school 

for 2018. 
 
Bellbrook Catering would like to wish 

all the Berwick Lodge Primary School 

Staff, Students and Families a safe and  

happy Christmas break.  
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

City of Casey's Waste and Landfill department are running some free school holiday activities during January. 

Be sure to book in early to join in the fun! 

  

Recycling Superheroes kids craft sessions 

  

Casey needs more recycling superheroes! Come and learn more about Waste and Recycling in Casey, and 

make your own superhero costume to take home made from recycled materials! Practice your catch phrase 

and pose for photos on the day. Maximum 4 children per adult. Adults must be in attendance for the session. 

  

Wednesday 17 January  

  

Session 1: 10.00 am - 11.30 am 

OR 

Session 2: 1.30 am - 3.00 pm 

  
Bookings essential at:  

Session 1: https://www.trybooking.com/TGZA 

Session 2: https://www.trybooking.com/THLI 

  

Family trip to CERES Environmental Park in Brunswick 

  

Join us as we travel by bus to CERES Environmental Park. Attendees will participate in three environmental 

and waste based activities whilst there, as well as time to explore the park, nursery and cafe. Families  

welcome. Ratio maximum 3 children per adult. Adults will be responsible for the children in their care. Ages 5 

and up. Bookings essential. 

Bus will leave Bunjil Place at 9am sharp (please arrive 15 minutes early), and return around 4.30pm. 

  

Monday 22 January 

  

8.45 am - 4.30 pm (approx) 

  

Bookings essential at:  

https://www.trybooking.com/TCFH 

https://www.trybooking.com/TGZA
https://www.trybooking.com/THLI
https://www.trybooking.com/TCFH
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