
SCHOOL COUNCIL MATTERS 
School Council accepted Peta  
Levett’s resignation from council at 
last Monday’s meeting and, in doing 
so, acknowledged Peta’s very valuable 
contribution to our school via her 
role as president and member of the 
Learning subcommittee. Peta’s  
resignation necessitated the election 
of a new president and created a  
casual parent representative vacancy 
on council for both until 31st March 
2018. 
Council elected Brian Gardiner to 
fill the vacant president role for the 
remainder of the current 12 month 
term. Council decided to invite  
Expressions of Interest from our  
parent community to fill the  
consequential casual vacancy on 
council, with a working party of 
council to select the new member. 
The working party will be comprised 
of Brian Gardiner (president), Henry 

Grossek (principal) and Alicia Ladson 
(parent rep). Please contact our office 
staff to register your Expression of 
Interest by 4.00pm on Friday 26 May.  
 
PROTOCOL FOR THE USE OF 
OUR DISABLED CAR  
PARKING FACILITIES 
Parents who have approval to use 
our disabled car parking bays are  
required to display their approval 
notices on their dashboards, in order 
to avoid any possible confusion. In 
saying this, can I also remind  
everyone, that should you notice  
anyone parking in one of our school’s 
disabled parking bays without their 
approval notice on display, please let 
us know at the office rather than  
approaching the driver yourself. We 
will handle matters, as it is our  
responsibility to oversee the use of 
our school car park. This avoids the 
possibility of parents becoming  

embroiled in an unpleasant  
confrontation.  
 
REPLACEMENT OF OUR 
PORTABLE BUILDING  
CONTAINING ASBESTOS 
I am pleased to inform you that our 
stand-alone portable building (rooms 
18 & 19), housing grades 4W and 4C 
will be replaced later this term as 
part of our state government’s  
commitment to remove all asbestos 
from schools by the end of 2018. This 
is excellent news, the bonus being 
that we will have a brand new  
portable building provided. Work will 
commence during the second last 
week of this term and is expected to 
be completed by the beginning of 
term 3. This timeframe ensures the 
minimum disruption to our teaching 
program. We will temporarily house 
grades 4W and 4C in our library and 
our ICT centre. 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

NEWSLETTER N0 14 18TH MAY 2017 

CANTEEN IS OPEN MONDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY 



 
DIARY DATES  

 
Wednesday 24th May   Canteen open - Special Burger Day lunch 
      Open Night from 6 - 8pm  
 
Wednesday 31st May -   Grade 5 Camp - Sovereign Hill 
Friday 2nd June  
 
Wednesday 31st May -   Grade 6 Camp - CYC Camp 
Friday 2nd June 
 
Wednesday 7th June   Edwin Flack District Girls Football day 
 
Wednesday 19th - Friday 21st July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 
Wednesday 26th - Friday 28th July Prep - Grade 2 Swimming Program 

 
NOTICES DUE BACK 

 
Friday 19th May    Prep - Grade 2 swimming program notices due 
 
Friday 19th May    Grade 3/4 camp deposit due 
 
Friday 26th May     Premiers Reading Challenge forms due 
 
Tuesday 30th May    Edwin Flack District Girls Football day forms due 
 
Friday 23rd June     CSEF forms due back 

 
HAVE YOU CHANGED  YOUR  

ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? 
 

Please ensure you let the school office know if you have changed address or updated 
mobile phones with new numbers. This information alleviates stressful situations  

for students when they are ill and we cannot contact parents 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Q. Is our revamped school website really fit for purpose?  
A. This is a fair question, and one that we are very interested in addressing. In the coming weeks, all 
parents and staff will be invited to provide their views on our website via a whole school community 
survey. 
 
QUOTABLE QUOTE 

‘Sleepwalking while asleep is bad enough. Sleepwalking when you’re not, now 
that’s another thing entirely.’  

 
 



WALK SAFELY TO SCHOOL DAY –  
FRIDAY 19th MAY 
Tomorrow is National Walk Safely to School Day.  
This is an annual national event when all Primary 
School children are encouraged to walk and  
commute safely to school.  Families who live too far 
away to walk are encouraged to park their car away 
from the school and walk part of the way to the 
school.  It is important to encourage healthy habits 
in our children from a young age and modelling safe 
behaviours when travelling to and from school is a 
great idea. We should support our children to  
develop the vital road-crossing skills they will need, 
as they become mature pedestrians. Walking helps 
reduce car dependency habits that are created at an 
early age and difficult to change as they become 
adults. It also reduces the level of air pollution  
created by motor vehicles and lessens traffic  
congestion around the school.  The Junior 
School Council is encouraging everyone to 
recognise this day by wearing a crazy pair of 
socks, no donation required. 
  
PARENTS BUILDING SOLUTIONS  
Anglicare Victoria are offering an interactive  
program to share experiences and ideas and learn 
strategies to support your child. For parents and 
carers of children aged 3-12 years.  
Are you tired of yelling? - Learn how to get  
children to listen, without having to yell. 
Dealing with anger- Helping parents, and kids, 
deal with frustration and anger. 
Responding to behaviour - Better understand 
why children behave the way they do. 
Strategies that work- How can parenting be  
easier, and more fun.  
DATES: Tuesday evenings for 5 weeks 30th May -
27th June 2017 
TIME: 6.45pm to 9.15pm 
WHERE: TurningPoint Church, Meeting Room. 
1785 South Gippsland Hwy (opposite Devon Road) 
Cranbourne East.  For bookings and enquires  
contact: Sandra Phillips at Parentzone 03 5945 2000 
or 0447 500 355 Sandra.phillips@anglicarevic.org.au  
 
SCHOOL CAPTAINS 
On Monday this week the school captains and vice 
captains visited Upper Beaconsfield Primary school. 
They had the opportunity to network with the 
school captains from Upper Beaconsfield Primary 

and Beaconsfield Primary. Together they discussed 
the similarities and differences of their leadership 
roles and experiences at the different schools. We 
discussed the qualities of being a great leader and 
how they could further develop and build on their 
skills. We are very much looking forward to inviting 
the captains to Berwick Lodge next term.  
 
OPEN NIGHT – WEDNESDAY 24th May 
6pm – 8pm 
We welcome all families to attend Open Night next 
Wednesday evening and enjoy looking in  
classrooms, talking to teachers and sharing activities 
with your child.  There will be art activities, Zance, 
robots in action, radio show, mindfulness activities, 
musical instruments to play, games to challenge  
students, Chinese paper folding and many more 
things to enjoy.  Our grade 6 leaders will be  
available to take families on tours.  We invite  
everyone to come and see our wonderful school.   
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you to Andrew Drake, a dad at our school 
for updating our advertising signs for both Step into 
Prep and Open Night.  We appreciate all assistance 
families give to the school.  
 
SINGAPORE EVENING 
Last night parents, students and teachers involved 
in the Singapore trip enjoyed meeting as a group 
and sharing information including activities they will 
enjoy and time they will spend at Tampines Primary 
School. This will be our 4th visit to Singapore with a 
group of 16 very excited grade 5/6 students and 4 
staff members travelling from the 3rd to 10th August. 
Our families enjoyed pizza and a chance to chat to 
other families. Our school will be able to see what 
the students are doing each day by accessing the 
Singapore Blog.  We will provide this link, closer to 
the trip departing.  
 

Sandra McCrum and Angela 
Maskery. 

mailto:Sandra.phillips@anglicarevic.org.au


 

instruments wanted 
 
Do you have any unwanted  
instruments collecting dust at 
home?  
 

I am looking for a variety of   
instruments to complement and extend the music  
program at Berwick Lodge Primary School. 

 

Ideally I would love to source an  
electric drum kit, ukuleles, acoustic 
guitars, keyboards and percussion  
instruments.  
 

I am also looking for bamboo chopsticks 
which will be used to teach drumming. If  you 
think you can help, please contact  Lorraine 
Montgomery in the Performing Arts Room. 



This week I have been in contact with a few community groups who organise activities within our local 
area. Friends of Cardinia Creek Sanctuary work locally and are in the process of planting new habitat for 
the Helmeted Honeyeater along Cardinia Creek with the intention to establish this habitat over the next 
few years prior to releasing the bird into this area.  This was once a natural habitat for the Helmeted  
Honeyeater before the land was cleared for farming and housing developments.  Cardinia Creek is the 
boundary between Casey Council and Cardinia Council and the Friends of Cardinia Creek Sanctuary 
(FOCCS) covers all of Akoonah Park parklands therefore it is involved with both councils.  FOCCS are 
looking for more volunteers to help out on the fourth Sunday of each month starting from June 23 June 
2017 from 9 to 11.30am. More details will be provided closer to the date. 
CARDI CREEK KIDS are another local organisation who hold events throughout the year.  This  
Sunday they will be looking for water bugs along a local creek.  If you are interested in attending, please 
rsvp to Isabel.  This event is free and one which many children would enjoy. 
 
CARDI CREEK KIDS Water bug Event:  
When: Sunday May 21st  
Time: 10:30 - 12:30 
Where: Opposite 59 Cardinia Street, Berwick.  
What to bring: a magnifying glass, if you have one! Gum boots or closed in shoes, warm, weather 
appropriate clothes and a water bottle.  Morning tea will be provided.   Please RSVP to Isabel at 
iebsworth26@gmail.com or 0419278797 before the 19th of May so we can be sure there are enough 
biscuits to go around!  
 
Helmeted Honeyeater Ambassador Program: 
Congratulations to all students in grade 4 and 5 who wrote an  
application to be the ambassador for our school.  I was very  
impressed with the quality of applications and the selection of our 
ambassadors was very difficult.  Our Helmeted Honeyeater  
ambassadors for 2017 are Malaika G and Lachlan B from grade 4, 
and  Max G and Chelsea B from Grade 5. These students were  
presented with a badge at our Monday morning assembly and they 
will work closely with the education officer from Yellingbo to 
learn about the critically endangered bird and then present information to our school community.   
 
Education Week Focus: Healthy Mind, Healthy Body 
Planet Ark each year complete research relating to the environment.  A very interesting document titled 
“Climbing Trees:  Getting Aussie kids back outdoors” was published in 2011.  This document looks at 
the declining trend of children being outdoors and enjoying time in the natural environment.  To read the 
full document follow the link: http://treeday.planetark.org/documents/doc-534-climbing-trees-research-
report-2011-07-13-final.pdf 
 
World Environment Day Civic Reception: 
The City of Casey are hosting a World Environment Day Civic Reception on the 2nd June, which I have 
been invited to attend on behalf of our school.  This is in recognition of our schools environmental and 
garden program.  The theme of the evening is “Connecting People to Nature – in the city and on the land, 
from the poles to the equator” and I look forward to sharing information with our community after the 
event.  This is a wonderful recognition of our garden program and acknowledgement for what we have 
achieved with the fantastic assistance of many families, students and teachers. 
 
Happy gardening, Sandra McCrum  
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New canteen menu list effective Thursday 18th May 2017. All families will  
receive a hard copy sent home today. 



CSEF Applications 
 

Application forms are now available in the office for the  
Camps, Excursions & Sports (CSEF) funding. 

 
Please bring a copy of your concession card into the office when  
applying for the CSEF Fund. 
 
Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster  
parents are eligible to apply. $125 per year is paid for eligible primary school 
students. Payments are made directly to the school and are tied to the  
student.  Parents or legal guardians are required to submit a new CSEF  
application form each year. 
 
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a 
registered Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary 
school must: 
 
on the first day of Term one, or; 
 
on the first day of Term two; 

a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions 
Act 2004, that is, be the holder of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an  
eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card 
(PCC) holder, OR 
b) Be a temporary foster parent, and 

 
Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other  
benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the 
CSEF unless they also comply with one of the above. 
 
CSEF application forms and a copy of your concession card must be 
handed into the office by Friday 23rd June 2017. 



                                                                
We are after donations of any old lego or duplo blocks. They will be used in paint so if you 
are happy for them to be used well, without being returned, then please bring them in!!  

      
Thanks to those who continue to drop other materials for the Art room, it’s been greatly 
appreciated.  
Please remember all students require an art smock for class, named is an added bonus! 
 
Thank you  
Jo Zammit/Julie McLeod 
Visual Arts              
 
  
                                                      



 

 
Second hand Uniform Shop open hours 

(Meeting Room 1 - Entry via main school building from outside door Collins Cres side near the Art Room) 
 

Payments are by CASH or EFT – via the office- (Min $15 EFT) 
  
 8:45am - 9:20am    3:00pm - 3:45pm 
 

        May 1st   
        May 22nd 
 May 8th       June 26th   
 June 19th  
 July 17th       July 24th 
 August 14th     August 28th  
 September 11th      September 18th  
 October 9th      October 23rd 
 November 13th      December 4th  



BUSINESS ADVERTISING 

At Melbourne Smile Centre we believe your child’s smile should light up a room. 
 
Your child’s dental needs may range from preventative care, restorative needs, fissure sealants or 
Orthodontics. The staff at Melbourne Smile Centre focus on prevention through patient and  
parent education. Developing good habits early combined with regular dental visits will help  
children get a good start on a life time of healthy gums and teeth. 
 
At Melbourne Smile Centre we BULK BILL dental treatment for eligible children with NO 
GAP payment. This amazing Medicare funded scheme will help your child grow up smiling. 
 
Call now to book an appointment with Sierra King our Oral Health Therapist and for the month 
of May and June we have a special offer, mouth guards at $140.00 with footy colours now availa-
ble. 
 
We are also offering FREE Orthodontic consultation with Dr Deepak Jayakumar. 
 
Call 8790 2443 to book your appointment our dentists are available for you after hours and  
Saturdays. 
 
Melbourne Smile Centre 
Shop 1/215-225 Park Hill Drive, 
Berwick. 
Phone: 8790 2443. 



COMMUNITY ADVERTISING 

The City of Casey and the Melbourne Football Club have enjoyed a special partnership since 
2009.  Through this partnership, the Club contributes to the Casey community through a range of 
community programs and provides opportunities for Casey residents to support them.  Each year, the 
Club acknowledges this partnership by providing free family tickets for Casey residents to what is 
known as the Casey Round, which is on the 21st of May 2017 at 3.20pm.  The game will be held at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) and will be against North Melbourne, the Kangaroos. 
 
To download and print out free family tickets to the Casey Round, you just need go to the Melbourne 
Football Club website at http://www.melbournefc.com.au/club/community/city-of-casey and register by 
5pm Thursday May 18 May 2017.  Password is “CASEY”. 

http://www.melbournefc.com.au/club/community/city-of-casey



