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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
WAKAKIRRI FEEDBACK
I have received many letters over the course of my 50-year career in education. This morning I received one of
those rare ‘gem of a letter’ that I will treasure forever. It reminded me of the importance of perspective in our
work and of the things that really matter. The letter was written by Brian from Wantirna. Here it is:
Dear Mr Grossek,
I am not one for writing letters and not so well educated, so please excuse my grammar and punctuation. Last night I
attended the Wakakirri story dance festival at Frankston art centre where your school participated. I was there with my
wife; her granddaughter (my step granddaughter) was performing for another school. As usual with these types of things,
they are not my cup of tea but I was there to support our little one. She was in one of the earlier schools on so I had hoped
to sneak off a little earlier but it wasn’t to be as my wife was giving me the evil eye.
Well I’m now glad I didn’t, you see I was born and raised in Sheffield until I left for Australia in 1992. I am a Sheffield
Wednesday supporter and frequented Hillsborough all through my youth. The 15th of April 1989 will live with me for as
long as I live, for all the years my proud football team played there and gave me magical times, everyone only remembers
it for that fateful day. I can remember the supporter’s buses arriving that day from Nottingham and Liverpool as the fans
streamed in to our city for the cup semi-final. The FA cup always brings such a buzz for supporters and is such a big
occasion, especially at the semi-final stages.
I had a night with friends planned that night and couldn’t believe my eyes when I turned on the tv for the half time results
and at the time they were reporting it as a pitch invasion and trouble from the crowd resulting in the game being
postponed. We now know that to be a fabrication to protect the people responsible for the deaths of these men, woman and
children who went to see their team play football. We ended up not going out and a black cloud hung over Sheffield for
months after that day.
When the girl read out what the last story was about last night I instantly felt uncomfortable, I looked around as I was
sitting up the top and I could see a few people were in the same boat. It was a brave decision to tell this story and I didn’t
know how people would react to it. For the next ten minutes you could have heard a pin drop in the place. Everyone was
on the end of their seats and the way that show was put together was incredible. It was a story that means so much to so
many people and the way it was delivered was unbelievable, my wife and I were blown away and by the applause and
reaction it received at the end tells its own story about how the audience felt about it. The kids lived and breathed every
second of the story and I’m sure there would have been many in the crowd that had not even heard of the story and the
will now know what happened all those years ago at the other side of the world in my home town. I’m sure that
performance will stay with them forever.
I went home last night, poured myself a stiff scotch and watched a documentary about it all again and it made the
performance even more extraordinary for me. I hope that the show has been recorded and somehow gets on to social
media and is shown back in England, I’m sure it would give comfort and a lift to survivors and families of the victims to
know that their story has been told here in Australia, it was an extremely powerful performance and I feel I had to write to
you and let you know. Well done Berwick Lodge Primary, I hope your story wins the competition and I hope your kids
somehow get to show this on a bigger platform, it deserves it.
Brian, Wantirna.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS AWARDS 2017
Schoolbox and Digistorm sponsor The Educator’s prestigious, annual Innovative Schools Awards. I am proud to
inform you that our school is one of the 40 schools nationwide, including primary and secondary schools from all
sectors of school education, identified in these awards as leading the way in efforts to best prepare students for
tomorrow’s world. Specifically, these awards recognise our involvement with Infinity Learning Maps across our
school as a means of empowering students in their learning and assisting teachers in refining their teaching practice
accordingly. Full details on the 2017 Innovative Schools Awards, including information on the programs and
practices of all 40 award-winning schools are available via the following link:
http://www.educatoronline.com.au/rankings/innovative-schools-2017/
PFA FATHERS DAY STALL
Congratulations to Jade Thomas and her team of parent helpers. The event was a great success with 75% of
children participating in the Fathers’ Day Stall and purchasing 850 gifts in total. We made a modest profit of $503 –
noting that it was not the intention to raise substantial funds from the Fathers’ Day and Mothers’ Day Stalls this
year. Jade provided school council with a very comprehensive statistical overview of the Fathers’ Day Stall,
including a grade-by-grade breakdown of gifts bought and type and numbers of items of stock not sold. We had 20
parent helpers attend on the day – again, many thanks. This year we purchased items for sale from Love it
Promotions and Moon and Bear.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ’s)
Q. Is homework compulsory?
A. No, it is not. Our policy on homework is flexible in that teachers provide regular homework for students, but
parents can request (in writing to their child’s class teacher) to have their child exempted from having homework.
We have this flexibility for homework in response to successive parent surveys we have conducted over the years,
indicating quite clearly the division of opinion among our parent community on the issue of homework.
QUOTABLE QUOTE

‘Given we can’t measure intuition, it’s little wonder that we can’t place a value on it other
than to acknowledge its pricelessness ’

DIARY DATES
Friday 8th September
Monday 11th September
Wednesday 13th September
Saturday 16th September
Monday 18th September
Wednesday 20th September
Thursday 12th October
Thursday 19th October
Thursday 26th October

Grade 5/6 Hoop Time Basketball competition
Grade 5/6 Film Festival Drum Theatre Dandenong
Grade 5 Family Life Program
State Schools Spectacular Hisense Arena
Wakakirri Awards night - Hamer Hall
Grade 5 Family Life Program
Grade 6 Family Life Program
Grade 6 Family Life Program
Grade 6 Family Life Program

NOTICES DUE BACK
Tuesday 12th September
Wednesday 20th September

Grade 4 “My Place” permission form
Grade 6 Family Life program

LOST PROPERTY
Lost Property will be on display in the corridor of the main building during the last two weeks of term. Students
will be encouraged to visit the collection in order to identify items of clothing that may belong to them. There are
many pieces of clothing that have not been claimed. Parents are encouraged to come in after school and have a
look through the collection. Lost items left at the end of next week will be passed on to the local Opportunity
Shop.
PLANNING WEEK
Planning Week provides the teachers with time to plan the exciting learning programs for term 4. Each team of
teachers has a day to plan and our specialist teachers take the grades in that area for the day. Planning Week days
are as follows: Friday 15th September – Grade 3/4, Monday 18th September –1/2 Tuesday 19th September – Grade
5/6, Wednesday 20th September – Grade Prep, Thursday 21st September –Specialist.
CHAMPS
CHAMPS is a six weeks peer support program for children of parents who have mental health issues, including
children who do not live with their parents. The program is for Primary School students aged 8-12. CHAMPS is
based on the belief that being a parent is both challenging and rewarding. Most families experience a range of
difficulties at some stage. The program aims to give children opportunities to meet others in similar circumstances,
to receive information and support and to have fun. The sessions are facilitated by group workers and a
psychologist from United Connections and a worker from FAPMI (families where a parent has a mental illness).
There is no cost for the children to attend the group. The group will run from 4.00pm-5,30pm at the Uniting
Connections Office 55 Webb St Narre Warren, For enquires and enrolment please contact Megan Clarke- group
worker 5990 8400
THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA
There may be an increased risk of thunderstorm asthma during the changes in weather. Thunderstorm asthma
events are thought to be triggered by an uncommon combination of high grass pollen levels and a certain type of
thunderstorm, resulting in large numbers of people developing asthma symptoms over a short period of time.
Those at increased risk at this time include:
people with asthma, people with a past history of asthma
Those with undiagnosed asthma (i.e. people who have asthma symptoms but have not yet been diagnosed with
asthma)
People with hay fever who may or may not have asthma.
Having both asthma and hay fever, as well as poor control and self-management of asthma, may increase the risk
further. If you have any concerns, please consult a doctor. If your child has asthma, even occasionally, please ensure
they carry their asthma puffer with them at all times including bringing the puffer to school.
HOOP TIME BASKETBALL
Our grade 1/2 students enjoyed participating in Hoop Time basketball on Monday. This was a great opportunity for
them to enjoy playing basketball and representing Berwick Lodge Primary School. Our grade 5/6 Hoop Time event
is tomorrow and we wish our students the best of luck and look forward to hearing about their experience!
Thank you to Miss Craig for organising all the teams and to the parents for assisting with coaching and supporting
on the day.
VIMEO FILM AWARD
Congratulations to Mr. Kelly who previously produced a film “The Boy Who Runs” which portrays a story about a
student who was being bullied and students standing up against bullies. The film has received a VIMEO staff award,
which is testament to the filming talents of Mr. Kelly. Well done and if you would like to view the movie, please follow the link: https://vimeo.com/217787661

FILM FESTIVAL – MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2017
We look forward to a wonderful evening on Monday when our grade 5/6 students premiere their movies to their
families at the DRUM theatre in Dandenong. The movies have been a culmination of many hours of work by the
grade 5/6 teachers, students and Mr. Kelly. We look forward to the ‘movie’ experience!
ESAFETY WEEK - 4TH – 8TH SEPTEMBER 2017
There have been some interesting and informative discussions happening in classrooms this week in
relation to cyber safety. Please continue these conversations at home and closely monitor your child’s internet
use. The Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner is an online resource designed for parents to learn about
the digital environment and keep updated on their children’s technology use. We have a responsibility as parents
and carers to keep our children safe online.
Click on the following link to find guidance relating to the big issues involved when keeping young people safe
online. https://www.esafety.gov.au/iparent

Sandra McCrum and Angela Maskery.

GARDEN ACTIVITIES FOR CHILDREN:
With the warmer weather on the way and school holidays just around the corner, now is a great time to
plan activities to occupy your children, which they will enjoy and often cost very little or are free.
BULB PLANTING:
Bulbs are a great way for children to learn about parts of plants and now is a
great time to buy some bulbs, place them onto some wet cotton wool on a
plastic tray, place on a windowsill and watch the bulb come to life as it sprouts
new shoots. Once the new shoots appear, plant the bulb into the garden and
enjoy the beautiful flowers, which will appear. Remember to keep the cotton
wool wet.
PRESSED FLOWERS AND LEAVES:
As spring plants start to bloom, children love picking and collecting colourful flowers
and leaves. Weeds such as dandelions often have very interesting flowers. Pick a
selection of leaves and flowers, flat leaf flowers work best, lay them between a few
sheets of paper, and then place a few heavy books on top. Flowers may take up to 2
weeks to dry. Once dry, use the flowers and leaves to decorate items, make cards,
bookmarks or art works.
EGG HEAD GARDEN:
Collect and wash empty eggshells. Egg shells that only have the top
removed work best. Place cotton wool or potting mix inside and keep
moist. Sprinkle salad sprout seeds into the top and keep wet.
Children can decorate the eggshell and place into a cut down egg
carton on a windowsill. Once the salad sprouts have started growing,
harvest with scissors and enjoy eating in a sandwich.
WANTED: Clear, washed and clean recycled plastic soft drink bottles to use within the garden as mini
hot houses. Please drop these off at the office.

Happy Gardening, Mrs. McCrum.

The 2017 Berwick Lodge Film Festival
will be held on
Monday 11th September 2017
At The Drum Theatre,
Dandenong
Please come along and “walk the red carpet” before
watching new, exciting films produced by our
Grade 5/6 students.

RED CARPET starts at 6 - 6.45pm
FILM FESTIVAL starts at 7 - 9pm
Tickets are SOLD OUT
For tickets contact
www.drumtheatre.com.au
or Drum Theatre on
8571 1666

lost property
Is your child missing their school uniform ?
Please have a look in our lost property basket located just inside the main
building door near the courtyard. We have so many items in this basket and
sadly they are not named. This is a timely reminder to our families to put their
child’s name on their clothes as we can return them to their classroom if it’s
clearly labelled.
During the last week of term, all lost property will be placed in the corridor of
the main building. What is not collected on the last day of term, will be
donated to the PFA secondhand uniform shop and the local Opportunity Shop.

book club orders due
The Scholastic Book Club orders are due Friday 8th September to ensure the order is received back
at school by the end of term 3.
If you wish to order books, please place your order online using your credit card.

birthday treats
Parents may bring in food treats to celebrate their child’s birthday. However this
treat must be individually commercially packaged with ingredients (ie: fun-size
chocolate) and distributed to students at the end of the day.

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK IN PLACE NOW
Due to amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005, from Tuesday 1st
August, all parents helping within the school, including morning
reading in classrooms will require a working with children card. This
needs to be current and registered with the office. If you have not applied for a
card and you want to be able to assist with reading or other activities within the
school, please do so via the link:
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/

The sick bay is in urgent need of spare clothes. If you would like to donate any
to the school, we are in need of ALL sizes.
If your child does come home in borrowed sick bay clothes, please wash these
and return them to the office. If underwear was given, please do not return
these, however purchase a new pair to replace them.Your assistance is greatly
appreciated.

We are excited to be taking part in the 2017 Woolworths Earn & Learn program.
During the previous campaign, we were able to purchase some great resources with the
points we earned, thanks to you.
From now until 19th September 2017, you can collect stickers at Woolworths that go
towards Earn & Learn points. For every $10 you spend at Woolworths (excluding the
purchase of tobacco, liquor and gift cards), you will receive a sticker. These stickers can
then be given to your children to collect on a special sticker card or you can hand them
directly into the office staff or place them into your local Woolworths collection box.
The more points we earn, the more we can redeem from a choice of over 10,000
educational resources including mathematics and English resources, art & crafts materials
and much, much more! We are grateful for your support and look forward to a successful
program. If you have any questions, please ask at School.
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Moonlit Sanctuary Keeper Club
Kids enjoy environmental activities, animal encounters and native animal care.
Day includes: interactions with dingo, python, off-limits animals, feeding animals & food prep, animal enrichment
activities. Learn about our animals, their conservation and the environment. For ages 7-14 years.

Spring 2017 school holiday dates:
Week 1: Mon 25th Tues 26th Wed 27th Thurs 28th September
Week 2: Mon 2nd Tues 3rd Wed 4th Thurs 5th Fri 6th October
10am –4pm
Cost: $70.00 per day, or $189 for 3 days (pro rata for additional days).
Maximum 16 children per day.

Bookings essential as spaces are limited
Dress for the weather and wear closed-toe shoes, long pants and remember your hat or raincoat. BYO lunch or purchase at the café.

Moonlit Sanctuary
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale
Phone 5978 7935
Web: www.moonlitsanctuary.com.au
Open daily between 10am and 5pm
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